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The death that took

down an insurgency

How one determined 3rd ID
commander’s response
to a GI's death in Iraq
brought a terror cell
to its knees

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY PETER PHOTIKOE/Stars and Stripes PHOTO BY STEVE HEBERT/Polaris
Iraqi Army soldiers salute during the playing of taps as fallen Cpl. Jacob Palmatier’s fellow Battle Boars of the 1st Battalion, 30th Infantry Regiment remember their fallen
comrade during a Feb. 27 memorial at Forward Operating Base Normandy near Mugqdadiyah, Iraq. Palmatier, who was killed by a roadside attack, was the first soldier from
1-30 Infantry to die during this rotation to Iraq. His death — and the Battle Boars’ subsequent hunt for his killers — led to the capture of several wanted terrorists.
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Terror-funding case: A three-year
case that saw the government’s star
witness set himself on fire outside the
White House ended with the convic-
tions of a Yemeni sheik and his assistant

on terror-funding charges.
er the verdict was announced Thurs-
day, Sheik Mohammed Ali Hassan al-Moay-
ad and his assistant, Mohammed Yahya
Zayed, cried out in Arabic that they had
been wrongly convicted because jurors had
not seen all of the government’s surveil-

lance tapes.

Al-Moayad and Zayed were convicted of
all but two of the 10 charges in an indict-
ment that accused them of vital roles in a ter-
ror funding network that stretched from
Brooklyn to Yemen.

Human trafficking trial: With the tempera-
ture inside a tractor-trailer full of illegal im-
migrants climbing higher and higher, Doris
Argueta told jurors she prayed for her life.

“Iasked God, ‘Please I want to live.” I did
not want to leave my children alone.”

Argueta, 33, took the stand Thursday in
the Houston trial of Tyrone Williams to de-
scribe what it was like to be lmpped ina vir-

Saturday, March 12, 2005

Slain

tual oven — the
say, reached 173 degrees — and survive.

Williams is accused of driving and aban-
doning the big rig and could face the death
penalty if convicted for his role in the
deaths of 19 of the immigrants in the May
2003 smuggling attempt.

Judge’s relatives killed: A DNA match
from a cigarette butt convinced police that a
Chicago electrician was the killer of a feder-
al judge’s husband and mother, authorities
said. The cigarette butt found in Judge Joan
Humphrey Lefkow’s house was matched to
the electrician, Bart Ross, who killed him-
self during a traffic stop in Wisconsin this
week, and the evidence points to him as the
lone killer, a police spokesman said.

Red Sox death: Federal officials want the
manufacturer of a pepper-pellet gun used
by Boston police when a college student was
killed during Red Sox celebrations last fall
to respond to Israeli police questions about
the weapon’s accuracy.

Tests by Israeli police on the FN303 weap-
on, which fires pepper projectiles, conclud-
ed that its accuracy “decreased significant-

ly” after 300 rounds were fired, according to
a March 2 letter from Sarah V. Hart, direc-
tor of the National Institute of Justice, to the
weapon’s manufacturer, FN Herstal USA.

Boston police fired the weapon into a
crowd outside Fenway Park celebrating the
Red Sox win over the New York Yankees in
the AL Championship Series on Oct. 21.

Victoria Snelgrove, 21, an Emerson Col-
lege student from East Bridgewater, was hit
in the head and subsequently died.

Thomas Drechsler, a lawyer who repre-
sents Officer Rochefort Milien, whom po-
lice have identified as the officer who fired
the shot that hit Snelgrove, seized on the let-
ter as proof that his client is not to blame,
but the weapon is.

Milien has always maintained that he was
not aiming at Snelgrove, but at someone
near her who was throwing bottles, Drech-
sler said.

Klansman accident: Edgar Ray Killen,
the reputed Klansman accused of killing
three civil rights workers in 1964, was re-
ported in good condition Friday after break-
ing both his legs in a logging accident.

A tree fell on the 80-year-old Killen while

of Royal Canadian Mounted Police officers follow four Mounties

as they march for four officers Peter Schiemann, 25; Leo Johnston, 32; Anthony Gordon,
28; and Brock Myrol, 29, all killed in the line of duty last week in Edmonton, Canada.

he was cutting timber Thursday, knocking
him out and shattering the bones in both of
his thighs, his attorney, Mitch Moran, told
The Associated Press.

Killen, indicted by a Neshoba County
grand jury in February on three counts of
murder, is accused of orchestrating the kill-
ings of James Chaney, Michael Schwerner
and Andrew Goodman. A 1967 federal trial
revealed that the killings were part of a Ku
Klux Klan conspiracy.

He had been scheduled to stand trial
April 18 in Jackson, Miss.

California wildfire: A lost hunter who set a
signal fire that grew into the biggest wild-
fire in California history pleaded guilty
Thursday in a deal with federal prosecutors
that could put him behind bars for up to five
years.

Sergio Martinez pleaded guilty to one
count of starting the October 2003 Cedar
fire. Driven by hot, dry winds, the fire killed
15 people and destmyed more than 2,000
homes in San Diego County.

GOP leader sentenced: The former exec-
utive director of the state Republican Party
was sentenced Thursday to seven months in
prison for jamming Democratic telephone
lines during the 2002 general election.

Chuck McGee pleaded guilty to conspir-
ing to make anonymous calls to annoy or ha-
rass. He also was fined $2,000 and ordered
to perform 200 hours of community service.
He faced up to 5 years in prison and a
$250,000 fine.

World
France pedophilia trial: After a day of
shocking a massive

charged with rape and sexual abuse of chil-
dren, testified Thursday. The father-in-law
coldly admitted that he “didn’t give a damn”
about his own children. His daughter told
the court that he had raped her when she
was young.

In all, 66 people are accused of involve-
ment in the rape, sexual abuse and prostitu-
tion of children in Angers, 165 miles south-
west of Paris.

War crimes tribunal: The war crimes
charges against Kosovo’s former Prime Min-
ister Ramush Haradinaj are nothing but “in-
nuendo and lies” based on Serbian allega-
tions, his lawyer said Friday.

Haradinaj surrendered to the U.N. war
crimes tribunal for the former Yugoslavia
this week after being indicted on 37 counts
of war crimes.

“A close study of the indictment shows
that it is nothing more than a collection of al-
legations taken directly from Serbian files,”
said Michael O’Reilly, the coordinator of Ha-
radinaj’s legal council team.

Ethopian flash point: U.N. Secretary-Gen-
eral Kofi Annan has called on Ethiopia to
pull its troops back from the border with
neighboring Eritrea, saying the military
build up there is a source of regional insta-
bility.

The two nations are deadlocked over the
decision of an international boundary com-
mission to award the town of Badme to Eri-
trea. The town was the flash point for their
1998-2000 war which cost each nation an es-
timated $1 million thatleft some 70,000 peo-
ple dead.

A French

trial in France moved ahead Friday with the
questioning of more lead suspects in the
case.

Those to be heard included a woman ac-
cused of raping, sexually abusing, corrupt-
ing and prostituting children. She risks 20
years imprisonment. Under French law, she
can only be identified as Patricia M. to pre-
serve the anonymity of her alleged victims.

Her husband and father-in-law, both

magistrate formally placed Continental Air-
lines under investigation for the suspected
role played by one of the U.S. carrier’s jets
in the crash of the supersonic Concorde in
July 2000 that killed 113 people.

Two probes by experts — including one
by the prosecutors’ office — pointed to a tita-
nium strip from a Continental jet as the
source of the disaster.

Stories and photos from The Associated Press

Correction

In a brief on Page 2 of Friday’s editions, The Associated Press misstated the ex-
pense of the Flight 93 memorial. A study said that $30 million is a realistic fundraising
goal for the project, but additional state and federal funds will be needed.

Comics, horoscopes
and advice every day
in Stars and Stripes
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Relatives bury
dozens of victims
of suicide attack

BY SINDBAD AHMED
The Associated Press

MOSUL, Iraq — Angry, weep-
ing relatives on Friday buried doz-
ens of people killed a day earlier
in a suicide attack at separate fu-
nerals in this northern Iraqi city
as plans for a mass funeral proces-
sion were canceled because of
fears it would be attacked.

The bloodshed came as Shiite
and Kurdish politicians in Bagh-
dad said they overcame a major
stumbling block to forming a new
coalition government.

The two groups agreed on the
makeup of the three-member
Presidency Council, which would
include Jalal Talabani as Iraq’s
first Kurdish president and a
Sunni and Shiite Arab for the two
vice president posts, said Ali
al-Dabagh of the Shiite clergy-
backed United Iraqi Alliance.

Names were not announced for
those jobs and al-Dabagh said dif-
ferences remain over the future
deployment of non-Kurdish Iraqi
army units in Kurdistan, officials
said.

Hundreds of men, women and
children crowded the main hospi-
tal in Mosul, trying to find and
identify the 50 dead and more
than 100 wounded in Thursday’s
blast at a funeral tent jammed
with Shiite mourners.

The Army raised the death toll
from 47 to “at least 50” in an an-
nouncement in Baghdad. At least
10 of the seriously injured had
been taken to one of its military
hospitals.

“I cannot describe the amount
of despair 1 feel” said Sher
Qassim Mohammed Ali. “I lost

U.S. deaths
in Iraq

The Associated Press

As of Thursday, March 10,
2005, at least 1,512 members
of the U.S. military have died
since the beginning of the Iraq
war in March 2003, according

to an Associated Press count.
At least 1,151 died as a result
of hostile achon according to
the Defense Department. The
figures include four military ci-
vilians.

The AP count is six higher
than the Defense Depart-
ment’s tally, last updated at 10
am. EST Thursday.

The British military has re-
ported 86 deaths; Italy, 20;
Ukraine, 18; Poland, 17; Spain,
11; Bulgaria, eight; Slovakia,
three; Estonia, Thailand and
the Netherlands, two each; and
Denmark, El Salvador, Hunga-
ry, Kazakhstan and Latvia one
death each.

The latesl dealhs reported

d.
The latest identifications re-
ported by the military:
W No identifications reported.

seven of my sons, brothers and
cousins. T want to know who car-
ried out this attack.”

Shiite mosques and funerals
have become a frequent target of
Sunni-led insurgents. Last month,
suicide bombers attacked a num-
ber of them during the Shiite com-
memoration of Ashoura, killing
nearly 100 people.
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stands with her mother, left, in the northern town of Mosul

Friday. Asmaa’s father was one of 50 people killed when a sui

bomber blew himself up Thursday.

Mosul has been a hotbed of
guerrilla activity, and the scene
of many bombings, drive-by
shootings and assassinations tar-
geting the country’s security ser-
vices, majority Shiites and people
thought to be working with U.S.-
led forces.

At Baghdad’s Um al-Qura
‘mosque, a Sunni Muslim cleric de-
nounced bombings, but blamed
Iraqi and U.S. authorities for fail-
ing to provide security.

Family members and politi-
cians agreed no joint funeral
would be held Saturday in Mosul
because of the “fear of another at-
tack like this one,” said Hamid

Zain al-Ali, a member of the
Al-Sadr Movement of firebrand
Shiite cleric Mugqtada al-Sadr,
whose militants rose up against
U.S. troops several times in 2004.

Dealing with the persistent in-
surgency will be a main task for a
new Iraqi government.

Officials said the deal between
the Shiite clergy-backed United
Iragi Alliance and the Kurdish
parties opens the way for naming
a Cabinet when Iraq’s democrati-
cally elected National Assembly
convenes Wednesday.

“We are almost finished with
the basic matters and we will
meet again to finalize things be-
fore Monday,” al-Dabagh said.

Group asks
for count of
Iraqi dead

The Associated Press

LONDON — A group of public
health experts sharply criticized
Britain and America on Friday
for failing to count the number of
Iragis who have died as a result
of the war in Iraq.

The group said the United
States and Britain rely on the
Iraqgi Ministry of Health tally and
that number was “likely seriously
to underestimate” deaths.

It urged officials of the two
countries to immediately commis-
sion “a comprehensive, indepen-
dent inquiry into Iraqi war-relat-
ed casualties.”

The Iraqi Health Ministry has
estimated that 3,853 civilians
were killed and lS 517 injured
between April and October
2004.

Britain’s Foreign Office said it
agreed with the writers about
“the importance of Iraqi lives”
but believed the security threats
in Iraq make a more thorough sur-
vey unfeasible. The British gov-
ernment says it believes the Iragi
Health Ministry figures are the
most accurate available.

The public health experts, writ-
ing in a statement being pub-
lished by the British Medical
Journal, said the number was un-
reliable because it did not include
deaths in the first year after the
U.S.-led invasion and did not take
into account nonviolent deaths
caused indirectly by the war or
those not reported to the health
care system.

The Lancet medical journal es-
timated in October that 98,000
more civilians had been killed in
Irag since the outbreak of hostili-
ties in March 2003 than would
otherwise have been expected to
die.

“The inadequacy of the current
U.S./U.K. policy was highlighted”
by the Lancet study, which scien-
tists conducted by surveying a
sampling of Iragi households and
comparing death rates before the
war to those in the months follow-
ing the invasion.

U.S. forces partially informed
of Italian’s rescue, reports say

BY ALESSANDRA RIZZO
The Associated Press

ROME — U.S. forces in Iraq were only pamally
informed about last week’s Italian intelligence mis-
sion to release a hostage, which ended with a shoot-
ing on the road to Baghdad airport and the death of
secret service agent Nicola Calipari, Italian newspa-
pers said Friday.

‘While U.S. authorities were informed of the pres-
ence of Calipari and a colleague, they did not know
that the mission was aimed at freeing journalist
Giuliana Sgrena, Ttalian dailies La Repubblica and
Corriere della Sera reported. Sgrena hade been kid-
napped in Baghdad on Feb. 4.

Calipari’s killing by American forces on March 4
shocked Italy and prompted Premier Silvio Berlus-
coni and other top officials to demand a full explana-
tion from Washington.

A candlelit march was to be held later Friday at
Rome’s Capitoline Hill in memory of Calipari.

Both newspapers cited a report by Maj. Gen.
Mario Marioli, an Italian who is the coalition forces’

second-in-command. The report has been given to
Rome prosecutors investigating the killing.

According to the newspapers, Marioli informed
U.S. officials that Calipari and the other Italian offic-
er were there, but not that the mission was aimed at
releasing Sgrena. The lack of full information was
possibly due to known U.S. opposition to Italy’s poli-
cy of negotiating with kidnappers, Italian media
have suggested.

However, the papers had conflicting versions
over how much Marioli knew: Corriere said he
knew that Calipari was working to have the hostage
released, La Repubblica said he didn’t.

Calipari was killed when U.S. troops opened fire
on a vehicle carrying him, the other intelligence of-
ficer and Sgrena, who had just been released after
being held hostage for a month. Sgrena and the
other man were both injured.

Italy — which is one of the largest contributors to
the U.S.-led coalition with 3,000 troops in Iraq — has
said the shooting was an “accident,” but has also dis-
puted some elements of the account given by the
Americans.

Bulgarian official defends Irag mission

SOFIA, Bulgaria — A senior government official said Friday that
Bulgarian troops should remain in Iraq until the end of their mandate,
despite widespread popular opposition.

“A pullout of the Bulgarian troops from Iraq ahead of the general
elections here this summer would be a wrong move,” Deputy Foreign
Minister Gergana Grancharova said in a television interview.

The liberal government of Prime Minister Simeon Saxcoburggotski
i to decide by the end of the month whether to keep troops in Iraq be-
yond July. Parliament will then take the final decision.

An opinion poll published Friday said 60.9 percent of Bulgarians
want an immediate troop withdrawal. The Media Links survey of 500
adults was taken March 8-10 and has a margin of error of plus or

minus 4.5 percentage points.

Iraqi forces dying at twice the rate of U.S. soldiers

WASHINGTON — Iraqi security forces are dying at twice the rate of
U.S. soldiers in the country, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff

told a congressional panel Thursday.
ichard Myers told lhe House Armed Services Committee that

Gen. Ri
has held true since last July

“They’ve lost a lot of lives,” agreed Defense Secretary Donald Rums-

feld, who appeared with Myers.

Though Myers didn’t provide a figure, his statement would mean at
least 1,000 Iraqi soldiers and police have been killed in the ongoing
war with the insurgency since last July 1. During the same period,
about 518 U.S. soldiers have been killed in combat, while about 140
more have died in accidents or otherwise outside of combat.

From The Associated Press
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39th Brigade passes torch at Camp Taji

Progress visible from
11-month deployment

BY VINCE LITTLE

Stars and Stripes

CAMP TAJI, Iraq — Army Staff Sgt. Jef-
fery Bergan still recalls his welcome to
Baghdad last April while traveling north
from Kuwait.

“When we first came into the city, our con-
voy got ambushed,” he said. “It was all
peaceful through southern Iraq. Then, in
Baghdad, we got engaged right away. They
told us it would happen, but that first live
round is still a shock to the system.”

Nearly a year later, the 31-year-old from
Beebe, Ark., a battle noncommissioned offic-
er for the 39th Brigade Combat Team’s tacti-
cal operations center, says things have
calmed down dramatically. Rocket and mor-
tar attacks on Taji have dropped, and even
the convoys coming up from Kuwait now en-
counter few problems.

So perhaps it was fitting that 39th Bri-
gade officials quietly handed authority to
the 3rd Brigade, 1st Armored Division in a
low-profile ceremony Wednesday. The oper-
ational area extends about 20 kilometers
north of Taji and south into Baghdad, down
to Sadr City and east of the Tigris River.

The brigade, with almost 3,700 soldiers in
Iraq, began pulling out Sunday for Kuwait
on the long road back to Little Rock, Ark. It
has units in 47 towns throughout Arkansas
and nine other states. Counting a
five-month training stint prior to the deploy-
‘ment, most troops will wind up being away
from home for about 18 months.

Before the unit took command here, five
of its soldiers died in separate mortar at-
tacks on Taji, while another was killed in an
ambush west of the camp. One lost a leg on
a bridge during those initial convoy attacks
entering Baghdad.

Brig. Gen. Ronald S. Chastain, the 39th
Brigade Combat Team commander, de-
clined to say how many casualties the unit
suffered after gaining authority, but lauded
the performance and sacrifices made by his
soldiers.

“When you lose four people from one com-
pany m a rocket attack, that’s pretty devas-
. “Our soldiers have been

Roadside bombs posed the greatest dan-
gerto 39th Brigade soldiers, he added, caus-
ing multiple casualties. In one incident,
three soldiers were killed by a blast while re-
sponding to wounded personnel from anoth-
er attack.

In late January, a huge explosion ripped
open the bottom of an M1 tank. The brigade
also lost a few Bradley fighting vehicles to
the roadside devices.

When the 39th Brigade arrived, installa-
tion security was deficient, Chastain said.
Soldiers immediately started placing sand-
bags and concrete around living areas and
office buildings.

Chastain said he regrets that brigade sol-
diers never managed to develop stronger
ties with Iragis living north of Taji, an area
that was very dependent on the Saddam
Hussein regime. Many worked on the facili-
ty, which had been an Iraqi air base before
the war.

“We did not maintain continuity with
those people in the northern area,” Chastain
said. “Success with the Iraqi people is based
on building personal We

VINCE LITTLE/Stars and Stripes

Capt. Kevin Eastep, 35, of Springdale, Ark., medical officer for 1st Battalion, 206th Field Artillery Regiment, 39th Brigade Combat
Team, packs his foot locker at Camp Taji, Iraq. About 3,700 soldiers with the 39th Brigade Combat Team began heading home this

week. The unit's authority was transferred Wednesday to the 3rd Brigade, 1st Armored Divi

&k When you lose four
people
from one
company
ina
rocket
attack,
that’s
pretty
devastating. Our
soldiers have been
through a lot. 9y

Brig. Gen. Ronald S. Chastain
39th Brigade Combat Team commander

Bergan said he had very little faith in
Iraqi security forces when he first arrived,
but that's changed.

“T didn’t know if I really wanted to go out
with these guys,” he added. “We trained ex-
tensively with them. Now, I'm pretty confi-
dent they can perform. They put out a show
of force that has made security a lot better.”

The 39th Brigade Combat Team also fea-
tured the 2nd Battalion, 7th Cavalry Task
Force — its lone acnve duty element — a

not able to do that in the northern area.’ >

Two Iraqi National Guard battalions and
a separate Iraqi Army company received
training and equipment from the 39th Bri-
gade, he said, which led to the successful
elections Jan. 3

Within the sector during the past year,
two massive Shiite marches to the Khad-
amiyah Shrine were staged through Sunni
regions. They were accompanied by very lit-
tle violence, and Chastain credits the bri-
gade’s work with Iraqi National Guard and
Iraqi Police officials.

D platoon and
Army Reserve detachments
“It certainly wasnt a pure National
Guard unit,” Chastain said. “Our soldiers
have done awfully well. They really have.”

Bergan hopes that'll help shed some nega-
tive perceptions about National Guard mem-
bers.

“They say we're the ones who never en-
gage, never deploy. The National Guard al-
ways stays back,” he said. “I believe we ac-
tually proved ourselves.”

E-mail Vince Little at: I ipes.osd.mil

1st AD brigade finds scene
has changed since 1st tour

CAMP TAJI, Irag — The 3rd Bri-
gade, 1st Armored Division is now re-
sponsible for a chunk of Baghdad that’s
been transformed politically since the
unit began its first rotation in Irag two
years ago, the unit’s top military official
said.

The Fort Riley, Kan.-based division,
with 3,500 soldiers, arrived in mid-Feb-

ruary.

It officially took charge Wednesday
of a sector that runs from the inner-city
to the more rural, agricultural areas in
the northern outskirts.

About 60 percent of the brigade also
took part in the initial phase of Opera-
tion Iragi Freedom, with many closing
that first tour at Taji, according to
Army Col. David Bishop, the brigade’s
commander.

“They’ve got a lot of continuity and
understanding that most new units
don’t have here,” he said Wednesday.
“Qur [area of operation] is large and di-
verse ... [so] we’ve got to have a diverse
appmach to how we deal with people
and the situation here.”

Since the division’s last tour in Iraq,
political power was transferred to the
new Iraqi government and the nation’s
first free election took place. Two more
elections are scheduled this year as
Iragi ministries continue to take con-
trol of their respective areas.

“Coalition forces are working more
in a supportive role with the Iraqi gov-
ernment than we were last time,” Bish-
op said.

“We want to continue fighting the in-
surgency, but at the same time, we
have to train, mentor and coach the
Traqi security forces to the point where
they can conduct security missions on
their own for the Iraqi people.

“It’s a very doable challenge. Every
day, I see Iraqis taking over more mis-
sions that used to be handled solely by
U.S. forces.”

Bishop points to Baghdad, where the
Iraqi 40th Brigade is in control of a criti-
cal sector.

At Taji, the 307th Iraqi Army Battal-
ion has its own area and works closely
with the U.S. military. When its train-
ing is complete, he said, the unit will be
assigned a zone by the Iraqi brigade.

The Iraqi Army has displayed a great
passion to take over additional responsi-
bilities and tasks from coalition forces,
Bishop said.

“There are a lot of good leaders, sol-
diers with promise, he added.
“There’s a genuine desire by the Iragi
Army to get insurgents off the streets.
There are reports that the Iragi people
are getting tired of insurgents, too, and
they’ve started turning them in to coali-
tion and Iragi forces.”

During the next year, Bishop hopes
to continue rooting out terrorists and
training Iraqi forces so they can pick
up more of that battle — all while pro-
tecting his own soldiers and returning
them safely to the United States.

— Vince Little
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Critics say Abu Ghraib probe a ‘whitewash’

Human rights groups, military watchdogs call for a new independent investigation

BY JON R. ANDERSON
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Human
rights groups and military watch-
dogs are labeling a recently re-
leased investigation into Abu Gh-
raib a whitewash and are joining
calls by some top Congressional
leaders for a new independent in-
vestigation.

The criticism comes in the
wake of a nearly 400-page report
authored by Vice. Adm. Albert T.
Church, who concluded that
top-level policy makers could not
be blamed for some 70 confirmed
cases of abuse in Iraq, Afghani-
stan and
Guantana-
mo  Bay,
Cuba.

“I in
the absence
of a precise |
definition of
‘humane
treatment,’
it is clear
that none of
the pictured =
abuses  at
Abu Ghraib
bear any resemblance to ap-
proved policies at any level, in
any theatre,” Church concluded
in his report exonerating Defense
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld and
other Pentagon brass of accusa-
tions that they either encouraged
or turned a blind eye to abuses.

Church was ordered by Rums-
feld to review existing investiga-
tions and explore any gaps that re-
main uncovered.

Briefing reporters Thursday af-
ternoon, Church defended his re-
port and stood by his decision not
to interview Rumsfeld or Joint
Chiefs Chairman Gen. Richard
Myers as part of his investigation.
He could have interviewed them,
he made clear, but said he didn’t
have any questions for them.

But some top Congressional
leaders say the investigation was
not thorough enough.

“The Defense Department is
not able to assess accountability
at senior levels, particularly
when investigators are in the

Myers

chain of command of the officials
whose policies and actions they
are investigating,” charged Sen.
Carl Levin, the ranking democrat
on Senate Armed Services Com-
mittee, as Church was reporting
his findings Thursday.

“Only an independent review
can fully and objectively assess
both the institutional and person-
al accountability for the abuse of
detainees,” Levin said.

A slew of human rights groups
agree.

“This was the mother of all
whitewashes,” said Tom Mali-
nowski, director of Human
nghls Watch in Washington,

“Of all the internal reports that
the Pentagon has produced, this
is by far the weakest and most
clearly geared towards exonera-
tion of senior officials, rather
than finding the truth,” Malinows-
ki said.

Questions remain

Even as Church was briefing
senators Thursday, the American
Civil Liberties Union was raising
the question of leadership ac-
countability by releasing 800
pages of documents obtained
from the Army under the Free-
dom of Information Act.

Among the documents is a re-
port the group claims proves “a

‘ghost
detainees’

and an atmo-
sphere of ‘re-
leaseaphobi-
a’ that pre-
vented inno-
cent detain-
ees from
being freed,”
the ACLU said in a statement.

Rumsfeld

“It seems the military can only
look down the chain of command,
not up, when it comes to holding
people accountable,” ACLU Exec-
utive Director Anthony D. Rome-
ro said in the statement.

“An outside special counsel is

Vice Adm. Albert Church appears before the Senate Armed Services Commmee on Capnol Hill Tlmrsday, to

discuss his review of Department of Defense prisoner detention

the only way to ensure that all ci-
vilians who violated, or conspired
to violate, the laws are held re-
sponsible for their crimes.”

Church said he was permitted
by Rumsfeld to fill in the gaps,
but critics say he failed to do that.

“There are still too many ques-
tions that haven’'t been an-
swered,” said Winslow Wheeler,
a senior fellow for the Center for
Defense Information, an indepen-
dent Pentagon watchdog group,
who spent more than 30 years as
an investigator for the Govern-
ment Accounting Office and as a
congressional aide.

“DOD reports on this don’t cut
it,” Wheeler said. “It’s like asking
0.J. Simpson if he killed his wife.
There needs to be independent in-
quiry that is not under chain of
command, but unfortunately — to
Congress’s undying shame — we
still do not have the full story on
all this.”

“Our concern is that there have
been several investigations, but
none of them so far have properly
scrutinized senior officials,” said
Alistair Hodgett, a spokesman for
Amnesty International. The ques-
tion remains, he said: “What did
senior officials in the Pentagon
order and what responsibility do
the bear?”

Meanwhile, activists point out
only junior troops have faced
courts-martial even while field
commanders implicated in abuse
by previous investigations re-
main uncharged — and in some
cases still in command.

Col. Thomas Pappas, for exam-
ple, remains commander of the
Darmstadt, Germany-based
205th Military Intelligence Bri-
gade and Lt Gen. Ricardo
Sanchez is preparing V Corps to
return to Iraq in less than a year.

“Unfortunately, it does appear
that the higher up you are, the

and i

less likely you are to be punished
—and in fact may even be reward-
ed,” Hodgett said.

Despite the calls for an indepen-
dent review, a Pentagon spoke:
man said it was not being consi
ered.

Meanwhile, Church dismissed
criticism levied at his report.

“I don’t believe anybody can
call this a whitewash. The facts
are what the facts are. I was an in-
dependent investigator, an IG. I
took that very seriously,” said
Church, adding “had the facts
and the documentation led me to
a different conclusion I would
have made that conclusion.”

Asked if he was surprised, a

ficers had faced court martial
charges yet, Church said crimi-

nal - investigations still

under way.

were

E-mail Jon R. Anderson ai
Jon.Anderson@stripes.osd.mil

Recent investigations into allegatlons of prisoner abuse

Released investigations

W Taguba Report — An internal Army
“15-6 Investigation” ordered by Lt. Gen.
Ricardo Sanchez on Jan. 31, 2001, and com-
pleted May 11, 2004. Maj. Gen. Antonio
Taguba accused soldiers in the 800th Mili-
tary Police Brigade at Abu Ghraib of “sa-
distic, blatant and wanton criminal abus-
es.” Responding to a senator’s question
about how such actions were possible, he
responded:

“Failure in leadership, sir, from the bri-
gade commander on down. Lack of disci-
pline, no training whatsoever and no super-
vision. Supervisory omission was ram-
pant.”

W Mikolashek Investigation — Army In-
spector General Lt. Gen. Paul Mikolashek

was ordered to look into training and pris-
on operations throughout U.S. Central Com-
mand in February 2004. He issued his re-
port in July, finding 94 confirmed cases of
abuse, but no evidence of leadership fail-
ure.

B Jones-Fay Report — In another 15-6
(informal) investigation, Lt. Gen Anthony
Jones and Maj. Gen. George Fay were or-
dered in April 2004 to look into alleged mis-
conduct by members of the 205th MI Bri-
gade and operations at Abu Ghraib. Their
findings, released in August, accused the
205th’s commander Col. Thomas Pappas
and commander of the 800th MP Brigade
of wrongdoing. Their investigation also
said Sanchez and his deputy Maj. Gen.
Walter Wojdakowski failed to provide prop-
er oversight at Abu Ghraib and the units
there.

il Report — An i

pdnel led by former Defense Secretary
James Schlesinger commissioned by De-
fense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld in May.
Findings released in August largely corrob-
orated the Jones-Fay report.

“Commanding officers and their staffs at
various levels failed in their duties and that
such failure contributed directly or indi-
rectly to detainee abuse,” reads the report,
singling out Sanchez, Wojdakowski,
Karpmskl Pappas and Jordan, among oth-

"B Church Report — Tasked by Rums-
feld in May, Navy Inspector Gen. Vice
Adm. Albert Church was ordered to pro-
vide the broadest look at the scandal so far,
assessing previous investigations and
while delving into gaps not covered by
them.

Still pending:

B Army IG — The Army Inspector Gen-
eral’s office, overseen by the Defense De-
partment IG, is looking into specific accusa-
tions of misconduct by senior officers.
Most of those investigations are wrapping
up with the results of some now being
briefed to members of Congress.

W Formica Report — Brig. Gen. Richard
Formica has been tasked with looking at
Special Operations units and their role in
possible detainee abuse.

W Jacoby Report — Launched in May
2004, Brig. Gen. Charles Jacoby was or-
dered to look into detainee operations in Af-
ghanistan.

— Jon R. Anderson
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Senator:

BY KATHERINE SHRADER
The Associated Press

‘WASHINGTON — Congress’ investiga-
tion into prewar intelligence on Iraq is all
but over, Senate Intelligence Chairman
Pat Roberts signaled Thursday.

An aide to the Kansas Republican later
said his comments were only meant as his
personal views of the investigative chal-
lenges ahead.

The Senate Intelligence Committee pro-
duced a 511-page report last summer on
flaws of the Iraq intelligence estimate as-
sembled by the country’s top analysts in
October 2002, and promised a second
phase would look at issues that couldn’t be
finalized in the first year of work.

Following a speech Thursday at the Woo-

drow Wilson International Center for
Scholars, Roberts was asked whether the
inquiry’s second phase would be taken up
this spring. He listed three main parts of
the investigation and dismissed the merits
of each:

B On whether the administration over-
stated Iraq intelligence in public remarks,
Roberts said his committee could ask why
officials made such strong, declarative
statements about Iraq’s weapons, but they
would reply that their statements were
based on “bum intelligence.”

“To go through that exercise, it seems to
me, in a postelection environment, we
didn’t see how we could do that and
achieve any possible progress,” he said. “I
think everybody pretty well gets it.”

B On whether the estimates regarding
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the postwar situation in Iraq were accu-
rate, Roberts said the intelligence was “all
over the lot.” For instance, he said a pre-
dicted humanitarian crisis from a wave of
refugees proved wrong.

He said other issues before the commit-
tee take precedent over further study of
Iraq intelligence, including the new nation-
al intelligence director, intelligence re-
form and “pre-emptive oversight” on
North Korea, Iran and other areas.

W On whether the Office of Special Plans
— an intelligence office reporting to De-
fense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld — oper-
ated appropriately, Roberts said there was
no evidence the office had a significant im-
pact on the national intelligence estimate
of October 2002, a document the adminis-
tration relied on to help make the case for
the invasion.

Prewar intel inquiry nearly done

“Ido think the secretary of defense is en-
titled to have the best intelligence that he
deems possible, so we sort of came to a
crossroads and that is basically on the back
burner,” he said.

Later in the day, Roberts’ spokeswoman
Sarah Little said the committee is still look-
ing into issues saved for the inquiry’s sec-
ond phase. Roberts’ comments were “his
personal view of the difficulties that the
committee staff faces in engaging in phase

two. He has ordered staff to follow every
lead,” Little said.

A Congresslonal aide, who spoke on the
condition of anonymity, said the committee
has not yet determined whether there will
be a report on the second phase. Some hold
the view that much of the information un-
covered hasn't caused significant concern,
the aide said.

Democrats are expecting a report.

DOD re-examining wisdom
of light, fast flghtmg force

MICHAEL ABRAMS/Stars and Stripes

Sgt. Michelle Naylor, on her third tour in Afghanistan, speaks to women
Thursday during a series of discussions on women's rights.

Soldier speaks out for
Afghan women’s rights

BY KENT HARRIS

Stars and Stripes

NASAGI GULBAR, Afghani-
stan — It took about 150 years for
women to get the right to vote in
the United States, and decades
longer to achieve equal rights
under the law. So in some re-
spects, women are off to a solid
start in a democratic Afghani-

stan.

About 150 women gathered
Thursday at Albirooni University
to hear a series of speakers tout
women’s rights in a country
where — especially under the Tal-
iban — females have long been
considered second-class citizens.

“As women, we want to have
equal rights when it comes to this
society,” said Shirin Sahar, one of
the event’s organizers.

Parween Kohistani, director of
women’s affairs for the province
of Kapisa, said the U.S.-led inva-
sion that drove the Taliban from
power provided a big boost for
women.

“It has improved a lot in the
last three years” she said
through a translator.

other translator was needed
for one of the event’s keynote
speakers: Sgt. Michelle Naylor.

The New York native is serving
her third tour in Afghanistan. She
grew up a short distance from
Seneca Falls, a key spot in the
‘women’s suffrage movement in
the 1920s.

The Afghan women, as Naylor
pointed out, made up about 40 per-
cent of those casting votes in the

country’s first presidential elec-
tions last year. She told the audi-
ence that she hoped an even high-
er percentage would turn out in
the parliamentary elections,
scheduled for sometime this year.

Naylor said she’s not used to
speaking in front of so many peo-
ple, but she said this issue is an
important one. She brushed off
any pressure about being a role
model — dressed in desert camou-
flage — for hundreds of women.

“Every female who goes out-
side the wire here is a role
model,” she said.

In her speech, Naylor touched
on a few of the key events in the
women’s suffrage movement in
the United States. Then she told
her audience that they can expect
moral support, but not as much
help as they might like from the
Umled States and its allies.

“Every woman in every coun-
try has struggled to gain their
rights,” she said. “Gaining your
rights is something you need to do
for yourselves.”

After the speakers were fin-
ished, Naylor and a handful of
civil affairs soldiers handed out
hundreds of new dresses the mili-
tary had purchased from local tai-
lors. There were also dozens of
toys for the kids who came along
with them.

The soldiers then ate lunch
with their hosts before taking the
bumpy road back to Bagram Air
Base, leaving the Afghan women
to face a path with more than a
few rough stretches of its own.

E-mail Kent Harris at: )
a Harris. "

BY MARK MAZZETTI
Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON — Something happened on the
way to the wars of the : The Pentagon be-
came bogged down in old-fashioned, costly, and
drawn out war of occupation.

The war in Iraq is forcing top Pentagon planners
to rethink several key assumptions about the use
of military power and has called into question the
vision set out nearly four years ago that the armed
forces can win wars and keep the peace with small
numbers of fast-moving, lightly-armed troops.

As the Pentagon begins a comprehensive review
that will map the future of America’s armed forc-
es, many Defense officials
are acknowledging that an in-
tractable Iraqi insurgency
they didn't foresee has under-
mined the current military
strategy.

While the rapid assault on
Baghdad in March 2003 went
smoothly enough, it is the
bloody two years since that
have dlverged from the Pen-
tagon’s blueprint.

“When people were thinking about regime
r:hange they red]]y weren't thinking about the long

sa!d Andrew Hoehn who led the Pentagon’s last
major review in 2001 and now is a fellow at the
RAND Corp.

As the Pentagon begins its new assessment, it
has 145,000 U.S. troops stationed in a country they
were supposed to have left months ago. And amid
rising tensions between Washington and the two
other countries it has called an “axis of evil” —
Iran and North Korea — there is a growing belief
within the military’s ranks that the White House’s
rhetoric about pre-emptive war is out of sync with
the U.S. military’s strained resources.

Some inside the Pentagon criticized senior Bush
administration officials for assuming the war in
Iraq would end when U.S. troops toppled Saddam
Hussein’s regime — and for assuming the United
States could reduce its troop presence to just
30,000 soldiers within six months of Baghdad’s

&k The administration
was flat wrong on
Iraq because they had

blinders on

Senior Army official at Pentagon

“The administration was flat wrong on Iraq be-
cause they had blinders on,” said a senior Army of-
ficial who works on strategic planning at the Penta-
gon.

As a consequence, the importance of peacekeep-
ing operations and help from allied militaries —
ideas that some discounted three years ago as rem-
nants of the Clinton era — are now back in vogue
at the Pentagon.

The Pentagon’s decision in 2001 to scrap the
“two-war doctrine” freed war planners from re-
quiring enough heavy armor divisions to simulta-
neously fight two major wars, and allowed the Pen-
tagon to invest in more futuristic weaponry like a
missile defense system.

The Pentagon has focused
too little on preparing for
what happens after “major
combat operations” end, said
the Defense Science Board,
which advises Rumsfeld.

“Some have believed, or
hoped, that the technological
and conceptual advances ...
can reduce the time and per-
sonnel needed for stabiliza-
tion and reconstruction,” the board said. Unfortu-
nately, we do not find that is the case.*

Another possible shift has to do with the percep-
tion of American allies. With the Army and Marine
Corps straining to meet the Pentagon’s troop re-
quirements for Iraq and Afghanistan, the participa-
tion of allies has taken on greater importance. For-
eign troops would be necessary for any large scale
operation the U.S. military might undertake in the
future, planners said, if only to share the post-con-
flict burdens like those confronting the U.S. mili-
tary in Iraq.

Many Pentagon officials fear that the success
Iragi insurgents have had in preventing a U.S.
troop reduction in Iraq could be the new rule, rath-
er than the exception, of future conflicts.

“I think that the Pentagon realizes by now that
10-30-30 is largely outdated,” said Frank Hoffman
of the Marine Corps’ Center for Emerging Threats
and Opportunities, a contributor to the Defense Sci-
ence Board study. “It presumes a model of warfare
that we ourselves have made obsolete.”

Iraq envoy pick

WASHINGTON — A U.S. diplo-
mat who has worked with recon-
struction efforts in Afghanistan is
President Bush’s choice to be the
new American ambassador to
Iraq, an administration official
said Friday.

Zalmay  Khalilzad, an Af-
gh: rican, will be nominat-

ed to succeed John Negroponte in
the post in Baghdad, this source
said, speaking on condition of ano-
nymity.

U.N. OKs compensation

GENEVA — The United Na-
tions panel overseeing compensa-
tion for victims of Iraq’s 1990 in-
vasion of Kuwait has approved
new awards worth $265 million,

mostly to families of people who
died in Iraqi detention, officials
said.

Joe Sills, spokesman for the
U.N. Compensation Commission,
said on Thursday that the panel
approved a total of $161 million in
claims from families of 602 peo-
ple who died in Iraqi custody, as
well as two people injured by
land mines.

From The Associated Press
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Cpl. Jacob C. Palmatier ~ November 11, 1975 - February 24, 2005

‘Everything just started flowing’

GI's death changed way Battle Boars pursued mission, led to capture of key suspects

BY DAVID ZUCCHINO
Los Angeles Times

MUQDADIYA, Iraq
'hen his battalion took
charge here in
mid-February, — Lt.
Col. Roger Cloutier

made a vow to himself and his sol-

diers: If one of them was at-
tacked, the entire battalion would
respond swiftly and violently.

“We will hunt down the enemy
if he attacks us,” the colonel told
his staff. “I don’t want to give him
any rest or refuge. I want to haunt
his dreams.”

A week later, Cpl. Jacob Pal-
matier, a 29-year-old administra-
tive clerk, asked to be relieved of
desk duty to man a grenade
launcher on a convoy headed
south. He was in the turret of a
five-ton truck when two slivers of
shrapnel from a roadside bomb
tore into his midsection.

Minutes into one of his first
combat missions, Palmatier bled
to death on the side of the road,
the 1,481st American troop to die
in Iraq.

It was the first combat death in
Iraq for the Battle Boars of the 1st
Battalion, 30th Infantry Regi-
ment of the Army’s 3rd Infantry
Division, and it set in motion a se-
ries of events that transformed
the battalion’s very presence
here.

It triggered a manhunt that pen-
etrated an insurgent cell, leading
to the capture of eight suspected
cell leaders. It precipitated a
showdown that redefined the rela-
tionship between Cloutier and
local sheiks and mayors. It forged
tighter bonds between the Battle
Boars and the local Iraqi army
battalion, energizing an investiga-
tion into that unit’s infiltration by
insurgents.

But more than anything, the re-
percussions of that single Ameri-
can death fulfilled a command-
er’s promise in a way that gave
his soldiers a measure of grim sat-
isfaction and a sense that they
were somehow more secure.

“It was the catalyst,” Cloutier
said, red-eyed and weary after
two days of round-the-clock raids
and firefights after Palmatier’s
death. “It was like pulling out the
one log that breaks the logjam. Ev-
erything just started flowing.”

The colonel confronted the
local political ~establishment,
threatening villages with an inva-
sion of tanks and Bradley fighting
vehicles. “This will not stand,” he
told tribal sheiks and village may-
ors, demanding that they divulge
the names of the insurgents who
were responsible for the bomb-

Pa].mauers boss, 1st Lt. David
Suttles, a smooth-cheeked officer
four days younger than the corpo-
ral, was with him when he died.

Suttles believes that Palmati-
er’'s was a meaningful death in
which good flowed from tragedy.

“Because of the response to the

STEVE HEBERT/Polaris Image

Lt. David Suttles hold back tears while he speaks during the memorial service for Cpl. Jacob Palmatier at
Forward Operating Base Normandy near Muqdadiyah, Iraq. Palmatier was the first soldier from 1/30
Infantry to die during this rotation to Iraq, when the vehicle he was riding in was hit by an IED on Feb. 24.

&k We will hunt down the enemy if he attacks us. I don’t want to
give him any rest or refuge. I want to haunt his dreams.¥?

Lt. Col. Roger Cloutier

Battle Boars of the 1st Battalion, 30th Infantry Regiment
of the Army’s 3rd Infantry Division commander

attack, and what we learned and
what we did afterward, everyone
in this battalion will be safer be-
cause of his death,” Suttles said,
smoking a cigarette on his cot just
down the hall from Palmatier’s
bunk.

At 7:17 am. on Feb. 24, a
bright, sunny Thursday, someone
hiding in a field used a cellphone
to trigger an explosive charge at-
tached to two 130-millimeter artil-
lery shells as Palmatier’s truck
rumbled past.

Within minutes, Palmatier was
dying and his buddies inside the
truck cab, Pfc. Stephen Fuller
and Pfc. Marcus Riles, were
wounded and struggling to es-
cape from the wreckage.

At Forward Operating Base
Normandy, a fortified camp in
the area, Cloutier was shaving.
He was in a buoyant mood; he
had just been told that two insur-
genfs had been blown up and
Killed while trying to set a road-
side bomb. Minutes later, he was
told that a man was down on the
morning’s combat logistical con-
voy, carrying mail and supplies.

Cloutier sent a quick-reaction
force to search for suspects. He
surrounded the site with tanks
and Bradleys. His Iraqi army
counterpart, Col. Thear Ismael
Abid Tamimi, set up eight roving
checkpoints around Mugqdadiya,

a market town in the flat farm
country on the edge of the Sunni
Triangle 60 miles northeast of
Baghdad.

At one checkpoint, Iraqi sol-

diers stopped a gray Opel. A simi-

car had been used in the assas-
sinations of an Iragi sergeant
major Feb. 20 and a city council-
man two days later. Inside, ac-
cording to military officials, were
High-Value Targets Nos. 6 and §
on the battalion’s list of the 10
most-wanted insurgents in its sec-
tor of Diyala province.

At the bomb site, Cloutier sum-
moned the city’s mayor and po-
lice chief. He forced them to look
at the blood and wreckage. He
warned them, “We’re not going to
play this game.”

The colonel conveyed the same
message to tribal sheiks and the
mayors of surrounding villages.
“I told them I knew that they
knew who did this,” Cloutier said.
The colonel ordered local offi-
cials to report to his office at 5
p.m. that day with a list of sus-
pects’ names.

Cloutier also wanted to send a
message to his soldiers. He had
them pick up every bit of metal
and paper and wreckage at the
site.

They wiped up every drop of
blood. He didn’t want to leave any-
thing for the insurgents to claim
as trophies.

Late that afternoon, sheiks,
mayors and police officials filed
into Cloutier’s sparsely furnished
office inside a former Iraqi mili-
tary compound, just past a stuffed
boar’s head mounted over the op-
erations center.

Now, 10 hours after Palmatier’s
death, Cloutier was seething. He
did not greet the men. He did not
offer them tea. He did not stand.

For nearly an hour, he railed at
the Iragis. “I told them I have
money in one hand and tanks in
the other,” he said. “I asked them
what lhey wanted: the money or
the tank.”

After he finished, the colonel
paused and said, “Now I want the
names.”

The Iragis handed him 13
names of alleged insurgents, he
said. One by one, he asked the offi-
cials to promise to support him
and the newly elected Iraqi gov-
ernment against the insurgents.
Each man agreed, he said.

Information provided by the of-
ficials, along with intelligence
from the interrogation of the two
suspects from the checkpoint,
helped lead Abid and Cloutier to
High-Value Target No. 2. The sus-
pect, who had been hunted for a
year by the previous battalion in
Mugdadiya, was traced to a pair
of prefabricated houses along
Lake Hamrin near the Iranian
border, Cloutier said.

The next night, a convoy of ar-
mored Humvees and Bradleys
rolled out of Normandy, accompa-
nied by soldiers from Abid’s
205th Traqi army battalion. At the
edge of the lake, the American ve-
hicles surrounded two houses.

Iraqgi soldiers broke through
the front door of the first house.
In a bedroom with his wife, his
young children asleep in another
bedroom, was Target No 2. (Com-
manders, citing security con-
cerns, did not release the names
of detained suspects.) Soldiers
found weapons, ammunition and
bomb-making materials in the
two houses, intelligence officers
said. Also recovered, they said,
were documents linking the de»
tained man to guerrillas from the
war-torn Russian republic of
Chechnya and a photograph of
the suspect in Syria with other in-
surgents.

The next day, soldiers returned
to the houses, using sticks to
punch out foam ceiling tiles.
From above a child’s bedroom, a
machine gun, a rocket-propelled
grenade launcher and a bag of am-
munition clattered to the floor.
Soldiers also found booklets titled
“Jihad in Iraq” and two identity
cards, both with Target No. 2’s
photo and the words in Englis]
“Syndicate of Honorable Gentil-
men in Iraq.”

Under interrogation, Target
No. 2 provided the names of
seven local men who he said
served as financiers and planners
for the cell, intelligence officers
say. The following night, in three
raids in downtown Mugqdadiya,
Iraqi soldiers backed by Ameri-
can troops stormed into several
homes and detained five of the
seven.

Less than 72 hours after Pal-
matier’s death, three of the battal-
ion’s 10 most-wanted men had
been captured, along with five oth-
ers alleged to be key members of
the cell.

Cloutier said three of the sus-
pects had ordered the bombing
that killed Palmatier. Officials
also obtained the name of the
man who had planted the bomb,
he and an intelligence officer
added.

On Sunday, the battalion assem-
bled in full battle gear for the cor-
poral’s memorial service, flanked
by dozens of Iragi soldiers in scar-
let berets. Palmatier’s rifle, boots,
helmet and dog tags were ar-
ranged on a pedestal, along with
his Purple Heart and Bronze
Star.

Cloutier and Suttles fought
back tears as they rose to speak.
The lieutenant said Palmatier
was doing his job perfectly, scan-
ning his zone with the grenade
launcher, when the explosion
killed him.

The colonel said, “If you mea-
sure a man’s wealth by the num-
ber of people who love him, you'd
have to say Jacob Palmatier was
rich indeed.”
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Caurtesy

The amphibious assault ship USS Essex sail

of the U.S. Navy

n
the Persian Gulf last year in support of Operation
Iraqi Freedom. The Navy has 23 such ships; the

Marine Corps would like to see 28 to 30.
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Navy is cutting amphib ships
short, Marine general warns

BY LEO SHANE III
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The Marines’ top
resources official expressed serious con-
cerns Thursday about the number of
Navy ships and the ability of the fleet to
rapidly deploy his troops to major com-
bat operations overseas.

Marine Corps Deputy Commandant
Lt. Gen. Robert Magnus said his forces
need 28 to 30 amphibious assault ships
ready for major combat operations. Cur-
rently, the Navy has 23 in its fleet.

He said the Navy’s plan to build only
four new ships next year — only one of
which is an amphibious assault ship —
leaves him worried about both services

futures.

“Quality is important, and we get the
quality that we want,” he told members
of the House Armed Services Commit-

It's a problem with having peacetime for-
ward presence. It’s a problem for being
able to rapidly surge the right number of
ships ... . It's a problem for major com-
bat operauons .

Navy officials said their plans take into
consideration both force capabilities and
financial responsibility.

“If there were more money, we'd buy
more ships,” said John Young Jr., assis-
tant secretary of the Navy. “But we be-
lieve we've struck the right balance.”

The fleet today consists of about 290
surface ships and submarines. In testi-
mony before Congress last month, Chief
of Naval Operations Adm. Vern Clark
said that number could rise as high as
325 or drop as low as 243 in coming
years, depending on budget constraints
and technological breakthroughs.

Several representatives voiced con-
cerns over the fleet size and limited ship-

Magnus: Present number not enough to be effective force

which $8.7 billion is allotted in the pro-
posed defense budget. Over the next five
years construction of 49 new ships is
planned.

Rep. Jo Ann Davis, R-Va., also object-
ed to Navy plans to decommlsslon one of
its aircraft carriers — reducing the fleet
from 12 to 11 — saying she worries the
fleet could drop even further temporari-
ly if older carriers are retired and their
replacements are delayed by budgetary
problems.

Magnus said he understands the need
to modernize the fleet, and he said the im-
proved efficiency of the replacement
ships will allow the Navy to keep a some-
what smaller force with the same capa-
bilities.

“Slipping or cutting the replacements
is what concerns me,” he said. “The
trend over time goes down .... When you
need that capability in the fumre, it does
concern me.”

tee. “But the quantity itself is a problem.

building schedule for fiscal 2006, for

E-mail Leo Shane at: shanel@stripes.osd.mil

Indonesia, other allies
among those to receive
U.S. military training

BY STEPHEN J. HEDGES
Chicago Tribune

WASHINGTON — If the Bush
administration has its way, mili-
tary officers from Indonesia will
soon arrive in the United States
for training by the American mili-
tary, making that country just the
latest to receive such help as an
ally in the war on terror.

But critics say Indonesia is also
a good example of what’s wrong
with foreign military training, em-

U.S. military aid to Indonesia
was cut off by Congress in 1992,
and only a limited military ex-
change has been allowed, intend-
ed to increase the Indonesian mili-
tary’s awareness of human rights.
But with Secretary of State Condo-
leezza Rice’s recent approval, In-
donesia is immediately eligible to
spend $600,000 in U.S. aid to send
officers to American military
courses.

After the Sept. 11 terrorist at-
tacks, the need for allies in re-

ployed  in- . ) gions where
fﬁgaséﬂgﬁy a%y Military aid al-Qaida ter-

= rorist net-
minist;alison packages ... have work operat-
since the Sept. d  ch d
11, 2001, at.  opened doors for the  eryinng.

. The .

Haons T ULS.in parts of the Mty
many unsta- to places as di-
ble and in vol- . world that were ve‘:se as
atile regions  fyitherto out of reach.  Yemen, Eri-
— could ulti- trea, Tajiki-

mately  use
their American-trained armies
against their own people, oppo-
nents of the training aid say, and
in the long run make the United
States a symbol of oppression and
hurt the war on terror.

Several of the countries receiv-
ing U.S. arms and training as allies
in the war on terror have given
U.S. military and intelligence forc-
es new access to parts of the world
that were previously difficult to
penetrate. But some of those same
countries also have questionable
human-rights records, drawing
sharp and regular criticism in an-
nual State Department reports.

In 2004, the State Department
noted that the Indonesian govern-
ment’s “human-rights record re-
‘mained poor.”

stan and Georgia have opened
doors for the U.S. in parts of the
world that were hitherto out of

nd military-to-military train-
ing, U.S. officers say, is playing a
little-noticed but crucial role in ef-
forts to build strategic bridges
with new partners, in the Horn of
Africa to name one such place.

“The work that we're doing
right now in Africa is so very im-
portant, simply because we don’t
want to see happen in Africa
what's happened in Iraq and
other places” Marine Gen.
James Jones, head of the U.S. Eu-
ropean Command, told a Senate
committee last week. “What
we're trying to do in Africa, if I
could sum it up, is to try to engage
in a pro-active way before we
have to engage in a reactive way.”

U.S. Marine Maj.
Chas Cox, left, and
Maj. Harry Thom-
sett, of the British
Royal Marines,
inspect a British
cannon at Fort
Ticonderoga at
Ticonderoga, N.Y.,
on Thursday.

They and 16

other active-duty
or retired military
personnel are
touring historic
sites as part of a
class at the
Marine Corps
Command and
Staff College in
Quantico, Va.

AP

Old battles teach modern troops

BY CHRIS CAROLA
The Associated Press

TICONDEROGA, N.Y. — Long
supply lines, language barriers,
guerrilla warfare — those issues
meant as much to the 18th-centu-
ry soldier loading his musket at
Fort Ticonderoga as they do to to-
day’s armor-clad, night-vision-
equipped Marine in Fallujah.

A group of Marine Corps-led of-
ficers is spending the week visit-
ing Revolutionary War battle-
fields from the fort's walls to the
shores of the Delaware River,
studying old campaigns and apply-
ing centuries-old lessons to situa-
tions facing today’s commanders.

“How do I keep my fort from
falling? How do I maximize the
things I have?” said Maj. Melanie

Mercan of Detroit, ticking off
some of the hypothetical ques-
tions prompted by Thursday’s
visit to Fort Ticonderoga, located
on the southern end of Lake Cham-
plain, 85 miles north of Albany.

Mercan is among the 18 ac-
tive-duty or retired military per-
sonnel making a three-state tour
as part of a course given at the
Marine Corps Command and
Staff College in Quantico, Va.
Most are Marines, but the Navy,
Army, Air Force and the U.S. De-
fense Intelligence Agency also
are represented.

There’s even a redcoat in the
mix — Maj. Harry Thomsett of
the Royal Marines, who had to en-
dure some good-natured razzing
from his American comrades ear-
lier this week during a tour of the

Lexington and Concord battle
sites outside Boston.

he officers are getting an
18th-century grunt’s view of the
terrain, slogging through slush in
Massachusetts and hiking up a
mountain in 12-degree weather.

“We definitely have an appreci-
ation of what the Continentals
went through back then,” Marine
Maj. Lew Vogler said after Thurs-
day’s visit.

The participants take on the
roles of British and American
commanders, attacking or defend-
ing their declsmns, said retired
Marine Lt. Col. Jack Matthews,
the trip’s leader and the college’s
associate dean of academics.

“The nature of war doesn’t
change,” Thomsett said. “The
technologies change, but overall
the nature doesn’t change.”
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Spain marks

anniversary

of Madrid train hombings

BY MAR ROMAN

The Associated Press

MADRID, Spain — Spaniards lit candles, laid
down flowers and observed a long, mournful silence
Friday to mark the first anniversary of the country’s
worst terrorist attack, when 10 al-Qaida bombs
ripped through crowded commuter trains, killing
191 and wounding more than 1,500.

ing Juan Carlos and Queen Sofia led govern-
ment leaders and other dignitaries during the main
memorial — a silent, five-minute noon vigil inaugu-
rating a grove of 192 olive and cypress trees, one for
each person killed last March 11 and a policeman
killed when Islamic militant suspects seeking to
avoid arrest blew themselves up.

The grove in Madrid’s main park has been chris-
tened the “Forest of the Absent.”

Without bells or other signal, the normally bus-
tling Spanish society paused for five minutes of
quiet remembrance at the designated time of noon.
Trains made unscheduled stops at stations.

Construction workers on scaffolding put down
their tools. Office workers poured into the streets.

After the vigil, a young cellist dressed in black
played “Song of the Birds” by Pablo Casals, a piece
the late Spanish cellist had written in dedication to
peace.

“I feel so sad. It was so unfair,” said Bakea Goitia,
a 48-year-old civil servant. She recalled the day of
the bombing as “catastrophic. Everything seemed
to go out of control.”

Goitia was part of a crowd of thousands stretching
as far as the eye could see along Paseo de la Castella-
na, Madrid’s main north-south artery, grieving over
an attack that cut across nationality, killing immi-
grants from Ecuador to Ukraine, from France to the
Philippines.

At Atocha, a crowd of at least 1,000 people broke
into applause after observing the five minutes of si-
lence. Clapping after a funeral is a common Spanish

‘A man prays after lighting a candle to commemorate
the victims of the March 11, 2004, train bombings
at Madrid’s Atocha train station on Friday.

way of paying one’s respects.

Attached to a railing overlooking the platform
that was bombed was a single red rose with a sign
that said, “For you, my love, who are no longer with
me.”

BY TINI TRAN
The Associated Press

HANOI, Vietnam — A Viet-
namese group expressed anger
Friday over a U.S. judge’s dis-
missal of a historic class-action
lawsuit ~claiming American
chemical companies had com»
mitted war crimes by
the defoliant Agenl Orange it
ing the Vietnam

U.S. District Judge Jack B.
Weinstein threw out the case in
Brooklyn, N.Y., on Thursday,
saying he did not agree that
Agent Orange and similar herbi-
cides should be considered poi-
sons banned under internation-
al rules of war.

U.S. aircraft sprayed more
than 21 million gallons of defoli-
ant, mostly Agent Orange, on
Vietnam from 1962-71 to de-
stroy crops and remove commu-
nist forces’ cover. It has been
blamed for a vast range of
health problems.

We are disappointed.
Weinstein has turned a
eye before the obvious truth. It's
a shame for him to put out that
decision. We just want justice,
nothing more,” said Nguyen
Trong Nhan, vice president of
the Vietnam Association for Vic-
tims of Agent Orange. He said
the group was thinking of filing
an appeal.

The lawsuit was the first at-
tempt by Vietnamese plaintiffs
to seek compensation for the ef-
fects of Agent Orange, which
contains the toxic chemical diox-
in and has been linked to can-
cer, diabetes and birth defects

Vietnamese angered
over the dismissal of
Agent Orange lawsuit

among Vietnamese soldiers and
civilians and U.S. veterans.

Weinstein also found that the
plaintiffs could not prove that
Agent Orange had caused their
illnesses, largely due to a lack of
research.

Lawyers for chemical manu-
facturers Monsanto, Dow Chem-
ical and a dozen other compa-
nies had argued the firms
should not be punished for fol-
lowing the orders of the nation’s
president and that international
law exempts corporations, as op-
posed to individuals, from liabili-
ty for alleged war crimes.

“We've said all along that any
issues regarding wartime activi-
ties should be resolved by the

S. and Vietnamese govern-
ments,” said Dow Chemical
spokesman Scot Wheeler. “We
believe that defoliants saved
lives by protecting allied forces
from enemy ambush and did not
create adverse health effects.”

The Justice Department had
said a ruling against the firms
could cripple the president’s
power to direct the military.

Many U.S. veterans and Viet-
namese have long blamed
Agent Orange for cancer, diabe-
tes, spina bifida and other prob-
lems. The U.S. government
claims_there is no direct evi-
dence linking dioxin to the ail-
ments. However, about 10,000
U.S. veterans receive disability
benefits related to Agent Or-
ange exposure.

Vietnam’s government has
never formally asked for com-
pensation for Agent Orange vic-

ims.

Pakistan’s Islamic court declares

acquittal of woman’s rapists illegal

BY PAUL HAVEN
The Associated Press

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan — Paki-
stan’s highest Islamic court on
Friday reinstated the convictions
of five men sentenced to death for
raping a woman on orders from a
village council, following a fire-
storm of criticism after a lower
tribunal ordered the men freed.

The decision by the Federal
Shariat Court was yet another
twist in the case of Mukhtar Mai,
a 33-year-old woman who said
she was raped in June 2002 after
elders in her village ordered the

attack as punishment for her
brother’s alleged illicit affair with
a woman from another family.

“We welcome the decision, and
we know our case is strong,” said
Ramzan Khalid Joya, Mai’s law-
yer. An attorney for the men said
he had not had time to study the
decision and would have no com-
ment.

Six men were sentenced to
death in August 2002, but on
March 3 the sentences of five of
them were overturned. The sixth
man had his death sentence re-
duced to life in prison.

Human rights groups around

the world denounced the ruling,
and thousands of women rallied in
Multan earlier this week demand-
ing justice and protection for Mai,
who said she fears the men would
seek revenge if rele d. The C:
nadian High Commissioner vi
ed Mai in Meerwala, a village
about 350 miles southwest of Is-
lamabad to pledge money for a
school she runs.

The government promised to
crack down on such attacks fol-
lowing Mai’s rape, pushing
through tougher sentencing laws,
but women’s rights activists say
little has changed for the vast ma-
jority of women.

EU threatens to take Iran to
Security Council if talks fail

The Associated Press

VIENNA, Austria — The Euro-
pean Union will support U.S.
calls to bring Tehran before the
U.N. Security Council for possi-
ble sanctions unless it agrees to
scrap the technology that can be
used to make nuclear arms, ac-
cording to a document obtained
Friday by The Associated Press.

If Iran does not agree, “We
shall have no choice but to sup-
port referring Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram to the U.N. Security Coun-
cil,” said the confidential EU doc-
ument on the state of negotiations
on uranium enrichment between

Iran, Germany, France and Brit-
ain.

The five-page document, which
is meant to update EU countries
on the talks, says that — while the
negotiations “are moving in the
right direction” on some side is-
sues — stark differences persist
on the main issue, which is Iran’s
enrichment program.

“Both sides have strongly held
positions on this difficult issue,
which remains at the core of nego-
tiations,” according to the docu-
ment.

A Western diplomat familiar
with the talks confirmed the two
sides remained deadlocked.
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Syrian troops Ieave north Lebanon

BY ZEINA KARAM
The Associated Press

BEIRUT, Lebanon — The last Syrian troops
left northern Lebanon on Friday but left be-
hind intelligence agents in nine offices, while
the U.N. Mideast envoy said Syria needs to
produce a timetable for a full withdrawal
from the rest of Lebanon.

Under international pressure, Syria this
week began pulling its 14,000 forces back to
the eastern Bekaa Valley. It is to negotiate
with the government on their withdrawal
from Lebanon at a later date.

Convoys of Syrian trucks, some towing artil-
lery pieces, were seen driving Thursday night
toward northern Syria. Empty trucks and
buses arrived in central Lebanon on Thurs-
day, apparently to pick up Syrian supplies and
soldiers who are headed east.

Nine Syrian intelligence offices remain in
northern Lebanon, including the towns of Tri-
poli, Akkar, Minye and Amyoun.

Plainclothes intellegence agents operate
from the guarded offices in apartment build-
ings and deal directly with Lebanese.

U.N. envoy Terje Roed-Larsen said Friday
that the United Nations expects President
Bashar Assad to produce a timetable for the
full withdrawal of Syrian troops and intelli-
gence officers from Lebanon.

Speaking in Amman, where he sought Jor-
danian support for U.N. Security Council Res-
olution 1559 on Syria’s withdrawal from Leba-
non, Roed-Larsen indicated he was optimistic
about his meeting with the Syrian president in
Damascus on Saturday.

“I expect that we will get the commnmem

for the full i of
1559 " Roed-Larsen said.

In Moscow, Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov said Friday that Syria’s with-
drawal from Lebanon should include the pull-

A Lebanese soldier stands guard Friday as a Syrian truck passes during a continuing redeploy-
ment of troops near the village of Hammana, in the central mountains east of Beirut, Lebanon.

out of intelligence agents — a stance that
matches Washington’s view.

Lebanese opposition leader Walid Jumblatt
said the opposition wants a full withdrawal of
all Syrian forces from Lebanon, especnally
representatives of the security services.”

Lebanese Prime Minister-designate Omar
Karami said in comments published Friday
that international observers are welcome to
‘monitor parliamentary elections scheduled to
start next month, the first time Lebanon has
signaled an acceptance of foreign monitors.

The holding of free and fair elections, due to
begin in April and continue into May, has

been stressed repeatedly by the United States.

“The goal in the near term is to make cer-
tain that the Lebanese people have a fair op-
portunity to have free elections and to deter-
mine their own political future,” Secretary of
State Condoleezza Rice said Thursday.

Karami, who was reappointed to his post
Thursday, 10 days after resigning amid mass
street protests, said he would welcome an in-
ternational independent delegation headed by
former President Jimmy Carter to observe
the parliamentary elections, even though he
warned that the polls may have to be post-
poned.

Report says
doctors from
U.S. treated
Yushchenko

U.S. issues warning
of ‘possible’ attack
at Indonesian mall

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — American
doctors secretly assisted in the
treatment of Viktor Yushchenko
after he was apparently poisoned
while running for president of
Ukraine, The Washington Post re-
ported Friday.

U.S. officials kept the doctors’
role secret because they did not
want to appear to be interfering
in the tumultuous Ukrainian elec-
tion, according to the report.

Yushchenko, who won a Dec.
26 election after an earlier vote
was disallowed because of fraud,
fell ill in September after dining
with the former head of the Ukrai-
nian security services. He was
treated in an Austrian hospital
and tests confirmed he had been
poisoned with a massive dose of
dioxin.

He recovered, but the illness
forced him to stop campaigning
for weeks and left him badly dis-
figured.

The Post reported that a team
of doctors flew to Vienna in De-
cember. The lead doctor, Gregory
Saathoff, executive director of the
University of Virginia’s Critical
Incident Analysis Group, said the

Ukrainian President
Viktor Yushchenko

U.S. government was not in-
volved in their work.

But the newspaper quoted an
unidentified U.S. official as say-
ing the doctors became involved
after Yushchenko’s family ap-
pealed for assistance through a
Pentagon official. The State De-
partment provided logistical sup-
port for the doctors’ trip, the offi-
cial said.

Saathoff stayed in touch with
the State Department and had in-
formed them that team members
were being followed by police or
Russian intelligence agents and
would cut short their trip, the offi-
cial told the Post.

Officials said the U.S. ambassa-
dor to Ukraine, John Herbst, and
the U.S. Embassy in Vienna also
provided assistance, the newspa-
per reported.

BY CHRIS BRUMMITT
The Associated Press

JAKARTA, Indonesia — The
U.S. Embassy on Friday warned
its citizens to stay away from the
World Trade Center shopping
mall in the Indonesian capital be-
cause of a “possible bomb threat”
in the next three days.

A message posted on the Em-
bassy Web site said U.S. officials
“are aware of a possible bomb
threat against World Trade Cen-
ter Mangga Dua in North Jakarta
for the period 11-14 March.”

“Americans in Jakarta should
avoid the area surrounding this fa-
cility,” the message said.

1t gave no more details about
the threat.

Indonesia’s chief of detectives,
Lt. Gen. Suyitno Landung, said he
was unaware of the threat.

A security officer at the mall
said his department had not been
informed of the warning and that
the building was packed with
shoppers as usual.

The mall, which sells mostly
cheap clothes and electronics, is
usually crowded on weekends,
though it is well outside the down-

town district and is not especially
popular with foreigners.

Jemaah Islamiyah, an al-Qaida
terrorist group that operates in
several Southeast Asian coun-
tries, has been blamed for a
string of terrorist attacks in re-
cent years. They include the 2002
Bali bombings that killed 202 peo-
ple, mostly foreign tourists, a
2003 blast at Jakarta’s J.W. Marri-
ott hotel that killed 12 and the sui-
cide car bombing of the Austra-
lian Embassy last September,
which killed 10.

Officials have arrested scores
of Jemaah Islamiyah suspects,
but local police and foreign gov-
ernments  have repeatedly
warned that more attacks are like-
ly. Several countries warn their
citizens not to travel to Indonesia
atall.

‘While many Jemaah Islamiyah
leaders have been captured, two
of its most dangerous bombmak-
ers are still at large, regional secu-
rity officials say.

Before Christmas, Australia
warned it had “credible informa-
tion” that terrorists could be tar-
geting the Hilton Hotel chain in
Indonesia. No attack occurred.

U.S. man investigated

BERLIN — A U.S. man is being
investigated for warning that
someone would fly planes into a
cathedral in Mainz during Presi-
dent Bush’s visit to Germany last
‘month, a prosecutor said Friday.

The suspect, a Mainz resident
whose name was not released,
sent a fax to a Berlin hotel on Feb.
22 saying that four Cessna planes
were going to fly into the city’s ca-
thedral the next day, when U.S.
first lady Laura Bush and her Ger-
man counterpart Doris Schroed-
er-Kopf were to visit, said Mainz
prosecutor Klaus-Peter Mieth.

Prosecutors do not believe that
the man actually intended an at-
tack, the Mainzer Allgemeine Zei-
tung reported. The man has not
been arrested but could face up to
two years in jail.

Heineken to unveil ‘Light’

AMSTERDAM, Netherlands —
Heineken NV said Friday it will
introduce a low-calorie, low-car-
bohydrate beer branded with the
Heineken name in the United
States, hoping to gain more of a
growing segment within a stable
market.

The new beer, “Heineken Pre-
mium Light,” will compete with
domestic and foreign light
brands. According to Heineken,
light beers made up 47 percent of
the U.S. beer market in 2004, up
from 44 percent in 2000.

There is a “growing need
among the U.S. consumers for
higher-quality light beer brands
that have a premium cachet,”
said Heineken board member
Marc Bolland.

Chess champ retires

MOSCOW — Garry Kasparov,
the chess world’s youngest-ever
champion and undisputed king
the last two decades, made a stun-
ning move shortly after winning a
prestigious tournament in Spain:
He retired from professional play.

The announcement by the
world’s No. 1 ranked chess player
since 1984 came shortly after he
won the 14-match Linares tourna-
ment in Spain on Thursday, de-
spite losing the final game.

Kasparov, 41, became the
youngest world champion ever at
‘age 22. He said part of the reason
he was retiring was because he
saw no real goals left to accom-
plish in professional chess.

He said Friday he wanted to
concentrate more on politics in
Russia. He has emerged as an out-
spoken  critic of President
Vladimir Putin and is playing a
leading role in the Commillee
2008: Free Choice, a gro
formed by prominent liberal nppo—
sition leaders.

Iranians released

BRUSSELS, Belgium — Police
released 56 Iranian pro-monar-
chist protesters after removing
them from a Lufthansa plane
early Friday, ending a 15-hour
protest by the group agamsl the
Tranian government, a spokes-
woman said.

About 90 police officers force-
fully removed the protesters from
the plane, which was moved away
from the terminal at Brussels air-
port after negotiations failed to
end the protest at 3:30 am., Po-
lice spokeswoman Els Cleemput
said.

From The Associated Press
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Rice: U.S., Europe
near deal on Iran

BY ANNE GEARAN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Bush
administration will support Euro-
pean diplomatic efforts to end
Iran’s nuclear weapons ambi-
tions by offering modest econom-
ic incentives to the Tehran re-
gime, Secretary of State Condo-
leezza Rice said Friday.

The administration agreed to
drop objections to Iran’s eventual
membership in the World Trade
Organization and agreed to allow
some sales of civilian aircraft
parts to Tehran, she said in a
statement released by the State
Department.

Rice said the administration
will consider allowing the spare
parts sales on a case-by-case
basis. Many of the sales would be
from European Union countries.

The announcement marks a pol-
icy shift from the hard line posi-
tion that Iran deserved no reward
for merely doing what that inter-
national arms compact requires.

“Today’s announcement dem-
onstrates that we are prepared to
take practical steps to support Eu-
ropean efforts to this end,” Rice
said.

There was no immediate re-
sponse from Tel

Rice noted that the Europeans
have been very clear with the Ira-
nians that there will have to be
certain “objective guarantees”
that Iran is not trying to use a nu-
clear program to provide cover
for a weapons program.

“The spotlight must remain on
Iran, and on Iran’s obligation to
live up to its international commit-
ments,” she said.

U.S. admits to role in
looting Holocaust train

The Associated Press

MIAMI — The federal govern-
ment on Friday reached a $25.5
million settlement with the fami-
lies of Hungarian Holocaust vic-
tims and will acknowledge the
U.S. Army’s role in commandeer-
ing a trainload of the families’
treasures during World War II.

Under the terms of the settle-

ment, the money will be distribut-
ed to needy Hungarian Holocaust
survivors rather than individual
claimants who lost family posses-
sions.
About $21 million in funding
for humanitarian services will be
distributed to social service agen-
cies worldwide based on the per-
centage of survivors.

Up to $3.85 million is proposed
for legal fees and costs. A total of
$500,000 would fund an archive
on the so-called Nazi “Gold

Train” for scholarly and educa-
tional uses.

“The case never really was
about money. It was about having
a reckoning with history,” said
Sam Dubbin, one of the families’
lawyers. He called the agreement
“a great outcome.”

The Justice Department, which
negotiated on behalf of the govern-
ment, issued a statement saying it
was “very pleased to announce”
the settlement but said it would be
inappropriate to add comment on
apending legal matter.

commission appointed by
then-President Clinton concluded
in 1999 that high-ranking U.S.
Army officers and troops plun-
dered the train after it was inter-
cepted on its way to Germany in
May 1945.

The train carried gold, jewels,
1,200 paintings, silver, china, por-
celain and other heirlooms seued
from Jewish families by the Nazis.
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Law enforcement
personnel gather
outside the
Fulton County
Courthouse in
Atlanta on Friday.
At least three
people, including
Fulton County
Superior Judge
Rowland Barnes
and a deputy,
were shot and
killed in the
courthouse
earlier. The
suspect is at
large.

A

Judge and two others
fatally shot in Atlanta

Missing gunmen was on trial for rape

BY HARRY R. WEBER
The Associated Press

ATLANTA — A judge presid-
ing over a rape trial was shot to
death Friday along with two other
people at the Fulton County Court-
house. fourth person was
wounded and a search was under
way for the
suspect, the
defendant in
the trial.

Lt.  Gov.
Mark Taylor
confirmed
that Superi-
or Court
Judge Row-
land Barnes
and his court
reporter
were killed.
He gave no
other details
in announcing the deaths in the
state Senate. A deputy died later
atahospital, while a second depu-
ty had minor wounds, police said.

The judge was shot on the
eighth floor of the courthouse,
while one deputy was shot on a
street corner just outside the
building, said police Officer Alan
Osborne.

Authorities were searching for
a green 1997 Honda Accord that

Nichols

was carjacked from a newspaper
reporter.

Fulton County Police Lt. Clar-
ence Huber identified the suspect
as 33-year-old Brian Nichols, who
was on trial on rape and other
charges stemming from an inci-
dent in August. It was not immedi-
ately known how the suspect gota

gun.

“We heard some noise. It sound-
ed like three or four shots. At the
time, we thought it was just an en-
gine backfiring,” said Chuck
Cole, a civil defense attorney who
was in an adjoining parking deck
when he heard gunfire at around
9:10 a.m.

Nichols apparently obtained
the gun somewhere in between
the courthouse’s detention area
and the courtroom where his trial
was set to resume in the after-
noon, said Fulton County District
Attorney’s spokesman Erik Fried-
ly. He said Barnes was hearing
civil cases at the time of the shoot-

ing.

“I's my understanding he
made his way into the courtroom
on his own,” Friedly said of
Nichols.

County employee Ali Lamei,
who works on a floor below
where the shooting started, said
he was told by officers in the
building that a sheriff’s sergeant

was escorting a prisoner when
the prisoner grabbed the ser-
geant’s gun and shootings oc-
curred.

A sheriffs deputy died at
Grady Hospital and a second was
being treated for graze wounds,
police Sgt. John Quigley said.

Don O’Briant, a features report-
er for The Atlanta Journal-Consf
tution, was carjacked by the flee-
ing suspect at a downtown park-
ing garage as the reporter was ar-
riving to work, said Mary Dugen-
ske, a spokeswoman for the news-
paper. She said O'Briant was
being treated at a nearby hospital
and was in good condition.

Nichols, who also faced charg-
es of sodomy, possession of a ma-
chine gun, possession of a hand-
gun, and possession of marijuana,
had not taken the stand yet in the
trial, which started Tuesday.

The district attorney’s office
said Nichols was facing a retrial
of the rape case after a hung jury
was declared in the case a week
ago.

All the judges in the courthouse
were locked in their chambers im-
mediately after the shootings.
The courthouse’s 400-plus work-
ers were eventually evacuated,
and schools and other buildings
in the area were locked down dur-
ing the day.

Offer in Fla. right-to-die case

TAMPA, Fla. — A man fighting to have a feeding
tube removed from his brain-damaged wife on Friday
rejected a California businessman’s offer to pay him
$1 million to give up his right to decide her medical

treatment.

Thursday’s offer, which the husband’s attorney la-
beled “offensive,” came hours after a judge refused to
let the state’s social services agency intervene — a
move that would have delayed next week’s scheduled

removal of the tube.

Other such offers, including one for $10 million,
had already been made and rejected by Michael Schia-

Vo, said his attorney, George Felos.

Social Security loses Bush support

WASHINGTON — President Bush loses backing
from independents, women and older
when he changes the topic from terrorism and foreign
policy to overhauling Social Security, an Associated
Press poll found.

‘While a majority of Americans approve of Bush’s
handling of terrorism and foreign policy, just over a
third, 37 percent, like his approach to Social Securi-
ty.

mericans

Some polls indicate he’s been losing ground on the
Social Security issue.

From The Associated Press
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Clinton recovering

NEW YORK — Former Pres-
ident Clinton was in good spir-
its and looking forward to get-
ting on his feet after surgery to
remove scar tissue and fluid
from his left lung, his wife said.

Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton
and their daughter, Chelsea,
were at the hospital Thursday
as doctors cleaned up complica-
tions from Clinton’s heart by-
pass operation of six months

ago.

Hospital officials predicted
“even better than a full recov-
ery” for the former president
foilowing the four-hour opera-
tion and predicted Clinton
would be walking within 24
hours.

Suspected mob ties

NEW YORK — Two retired
police detectives living in Las
Vegas led double lives as
Mafia hitmen while on the
force and gave confidential in-
formation to the mob for more
than a decade, federal prosecu-
tors charged.

Louis Eppolito and his
former partner, Stephen Cara-
cappa, were arrested Wednes-
day night at a restaurant off the
Las Vegas Strip, law enforce-
ment officials said Thursday.

Each is charged with eight
murders, two attempted mur-
ders, murder conspiracy, ob-
struction of justice, drug distri-
bution and money laundering.

Wrong drug given

LOS ANGELES — The Los
Angeles Gay & Lesbian Center
administered the wrong kind
of penicillin to more than 650
patients who were being treat-
ed for syphilis or who had re-
ported having contact with
someone known or believed to
have the disease, a federal in-
vestigation has shown.

That’s more than twice as
many patients as previously
thought.

The Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention said Thurs-
day that the inadvertent use of
the wrong drug was discov-
ered only after a patient read a
package insert stating that the
medicine he had received was
not intended for treatment of
syphilis.

Use of the wrong drug by
the Gay & Lesbian Center
began in January 1999 and con-
tinued until the error was dis-
covered a year ago, officials
said. At that time, about 300 pa-
tients were thought to have
been given the wrong drug.

New rule limits smog

WASHINGTON —  The
Bush administration set new
limits on smog and soot pollu-
tion Thursday with the aim of
benefiting tens of millions of
people who live downwind of
the dirtiest coal-fired power
plants in the East, South and
Midwest.

The new regulation covers
28 states, mostly east of the
Mississippi River, and the Dis-
trict of Columbia. It requires
most of them to cut smog-form-
ing nitrogen oxides and
soot-producing sulfur dioxide
that can drift by wind long dis-
tances across state lines, the
Environmental Protection
Agency said.

From wire services

Teen details relations with Jackson

BY TIM MOLLOY
The Associated Press

SANTA MARIA, Calif. — In tes-
timony that was hushed and some-
times mumbled, Michael Jack-
son’s accuser described a night at
the Neverland ranch that he said
started off in the arcade and
ended in the entertainer’s bed.

The 15-year- old boy told jurors
Thursday that
Jackson  on
that particular

The boy began his

Attorney Tom Sneddon, the boy
began his second day on the
stand Thursday by describing
how he and Jackson drank alco-
hol and looked at sex magazines
together.

The boy said Jackson molested
him twice, both times in the sing-
er’s bedroom. He said they both
wore pairs of Jackson’s pajamas.

The second incident occurred

“about a day
after” the first
encounter, he

night  asked . said. In  the
him ifhe ever  Second day on the o0 " GE
fondled _him- stance,  he

self and of-
fered to “do it

stand Thursday by
describing how he

said, he resist-
ed an attempt

for me.” by Jackson to
“Hg said it and Jackson drank  place  the

men don't mas- boy’s hand

tubate, they  alcohol and looked  Jaysonsgen.

o & e Al sex magazines s

they might other. er’s testimony

aixpe a girl or together. differed from
e

can
kind of unalable " the boy said of
Jackson, who was in the court-

-oom.

Jackson — in pajama bottoms,
slippers and a suit coat — arrived
in court more than an hour late be-
cause of a trip to an emergency
room for what his lawyers de-
scribed as a serious back problem
caused by a fall. The judge threat-
ened to have him arrested and re-
voke his $3 million bail if he
didn’t come to court, but vacated
the arrest warrant after Jackson
arrived.

Under questioning by District

his 14-year-old brother’s descrip-
tion of witnessing two molesta-
tions, and it was unclear if they
were talking about the same ai-
leged incidents.

Defense  attorney ~ Thomas
Mesereau Jr. accused the witness
of making up the story.

“After you met with an attor-
ney, you came up with a story that
you were masturbated by Micha-
el Jackson,” Mesereau said.

“No, I never told him about any-
thing,” the boy said, referring to
the lawyer.

The court planned to handle
pending motions Friday and re-
sume testimony Monday.

Pajama-clad Leno
mines trial for jokes

SANTA MARIA, Calif. — The judge in the
Michael Jackson trial delivered the punch line
Friday that Jay Leno has been wanting to hear:
The comedian is allowed to crack jokes at
Jackson’s expense.

Judge Rodney S. Melville made his
ruling about Leno as he clarified a
gag order preventing everyone in-
volved in the case from discussing it.
Leno has been subpoenaed to testify
at the trial, and the comedian feared
that the order would apply to his
monologues on “The Tonight Show.” AP

“Iam not attempting to preventany-  jay | eno still can make
body from making a living in the nor-

0 e MOTT jokes about Michael
mal way that they make their living, . °
the judge ruled, adding that Leno may Jackson himself, a judge
not talk about the specific things to ruled on Friday.

which he is a witness.

Before the ruling, Leno was finding creative ways to make jokes

about Jackson without openmg his mouth.

er arriving “late” for the taping of Thursday’s “Tonight
Show,” Leno stepped out of a black limousine wearing SpongeBob
SquarePants pajamas and by several
One of the bodyguards held an open umbrella over Leno’s head as
the comedian remained silent when asked why he was late. (Earlier
in the day, Jackson had arrived late to court wearing pajama bot-
toms and a T-shirt under a coat.)

Then, as he has in recent days, he called on another comedian,
Drew Carey, to handle that night's Jackson duty. “Michael Jackson
showed up to court late today wearing his pajama bottoms,” Carey
told the audience. “You know what? You find the kid wearing the pa-
jama top and we have another court case on our hands.”

Leno may be called to testify about having contact with Jackson’s
accuser or his mother. The defense contends the family tried to bilk
Leno and others out of money.

— The Associated Press

Buffett closes gap, but Gates
still tops list of billionaires

BY MADLEN READ
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Thanks to a
surge in demand for steel, the In-
ternet and Scandinavian sofas,
there are some new names
among the very richest of the
world’s billionaires.

Indian steel mogul Lakshmi

exican telecom magnate
Carlos Slim Helu and Ikea
founder Ingvar Kamprad of Swe-
den knocked several Wal-Mart
heirs down a few notches on
Forbes magazine’s 2005 rankings
of the world’s billionaires.

The billionaires are richer and
more numerous for the second
straight year, but the No. 1 spot is
unchanged — Microsoft Corp.
founder Bill Gates led the list for
the eleventh year in a row with a
net worth of $46.5 billion, slightly
less than his $46.6 billion last
year.

Investor Warren Buffett held a
close second with $44 billion, up
from $42.9 billion in 2004.

Mittal — the biggest dollar gain-
er after quadrupling his net
worth by $18.8 billion to $25 bil-
lion — climbed 59 rungs from last
year to No. 3 in 2005.

Helu came in fourth, up from
No. 17 in 2004; Saudi Arabian in-
vestor Prince Alwaleed Bin Talal
Alsaud ranked No. 5; and Ikea’s
Kamprad rose to No. 6 from No.

13 last year.

Rounding out the top 10 were
Microsoft’s Paul Allen, German
supermarket company owner
Karl Albrecht, Oracle Corp.’s
Lawrence Ellison — returning to
the top 10 after slipping to No. 12
last year — and Wal-Mart Stores
Inc.’s S. Robson Walton.

Four other
Waltons took

spots

through 13,
with  Alice
and  Helen
Walton once
again  shar-
ing the title

of richest
woman in the

$18  billion
each.  The Allen
five family

members of the late Wal-Mart
founder Sam Walton are together
worth over $90 billion.

The number of billionaires
grew to arecord 691 from 587 last
year, and their total net worth
rose by $300 billion to $2.2 tril-
lion.

A confluence of factors contrib-
uted to the increase, said Forbes
associate editor Luisa Kroll, in-
cluding positive performance by
many stock markets around the
world — for example, in Ukraine

The world’s richest

For the 11th year in a row,
Microsoft founder Bill Gates
topped Forbes magazine’s list of
the world’s billionaires.

Forbes top five

1. William Gates lll
Wash., 49 years old
Net worth: $46.5 billion
Microsoft founder

and Iceland, countries that debut-
ed on the list along with Kazakh-
stan and Poland — and the falling
dollar.

Between February 2004 and
February 2005, the 12-nation

euro rose about 4 percent against 2. Warren Buffett

the dollar, while the British Neb., 74
pound rose about 3 percent ver- $44 billon
the U.S. Investor
currency.
“Ifyou 3. Lakshmi Mittal

‘were a India, 54
euro-based $25 billion
billionaire, Steel mogul
you could’ve
done  noth- 4. Carlos Slim Helu
mgoand seen Mexico, 65
a 20 percent
horeacen $23.8 billion
over the past Telecom titan
two  years, 5. Prince Alwaleed Bin
Kroll said. of Talal Alsaud

this year’s new billionaires — and SRR, 4D

one of the list’s 68 women, up
from 53 last year — was Martha
Stewart, whose wealth swelled to
$1 billion despite her conviction
for lying about a stock sale and en-
suing five-month prison stint.

Jail time was harder on the for-
tune of Russia’s embattled Yukos
oil company chief Mikhail
Khodorkovsky, this year’s biggest
dollar loser after seeing an 85 per-
cent tumble from $15 billion to
$2.2 billion.

SOURCE: Forbes AP

Among the big winners were
Google Inc’s Sergey Brin and
Larry Page, who made their first
list appearance last year with $1
billion each. The tech moguls
Jjumped nearly 500 spots this year
to No. 55, their net worth multiply-
ing to $7.2 billion after the compa-
ny’s initial public offering in Au-
gust.
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An undated wedding photograph
of Amelia and George Limpert.

83-year-old
love story
closes its
last chapter

The Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — In the days after
losing her husband of 82 years
last year, centenarian Amelia
Limpert mourned terribly, saying
she wanted to rejoin the soul
mate she met doing factory work
after World War I.

Now, more than 13 months
after George Limpert’s passing at
age 102, his 101-year-old widow
was laid to rest Monday. Kutis Fu-
neral Home said Amelia Limpert
died last week at a retirement cen-
ter where the Limperts closed out
their golden years, never shy
about holding han

This love story dates to 1919,
when George was a machinist at a
St. Louis plant that made paint
spray guns and lamp guards.
‘Amelia was a teenager from Penn-
sylvania who worked the assem-
bly line.

George had hoped she’d be his
wife, although Amelia’s family
had other ideas. Their engage-
ment was broken off three times
before they finally jumped into
his Model T and eloped on Sept.
9, 1921, spending $8 on a mar-
riage certificate and a civil cere-
mony with a justice of the peace.

month later, the devout
Roman Catholics had a formal
marriage ceremony. He was 20,
she an 18-year-old woman with a
third-grade education who had
taught herself to read and write.

During the Great Depression,
the Limperts struggled. George,
out of work most of the time, took
odd jobs. The couple raised nine
children in a one-bedroom home.

The Limperts lost an infant son
in 1941 and another son to lung
cancer in 1988. During World
War II, four of the Limperts’ sons
went into the armed services.
One never came home: Joseph
Limpert died as a 19-year-old Ma-
rine on Iwo Jima.

Years later, three Limpert sons
went to fight in Korea. George
went on to work as a machinist at
the Chain of Rocks Water Works,
rose to foreman and retired in the
mid-1960s at age 65 after 24 years
on the job.

There are seven surviving sons
and daughters, along with 40
grandchildren, 117 great-grand-
children, 43 great-great-grand-
children and 13 great-great-
great-grandchildren.
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0 say, can you sing this song?

Project attempts to teach Americans the national anthem — and get the lyrics right

BY ANDREW
DRUCKENBROD
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

The poem Francis Scott Key jot-
ted down as he saw an American
flag still flying after a British bom-
bardment at Baltimore’s Fort
McHenry in 1814 is still powerful
and inspiring. That is, if you know
the words.

An effort is under way to get
Americans to learn the words to
“The Star-Spangled Banner,” sup-
ported in part by a new Harris sur-

praise as Key’s poem?

“I love this anthem and I can’t
imagine it not being there,” said
Craig Jessop, music director of the
Mormon Tabernacle Choir. But he
points out that the tune itself is diffi-
cult to sing.

“[The vocal range] is an octave
and a fifth,” he said. “Moil songs
stay within an octave range.”

That's why you tend to hear a
fuzzy sound right at “And the rock-
et's red glare, the bombs bursting in
air” and voices breaking up at “O’er
the land of the free.”

vey that in- That’s part of
dicates near- the reason there
ly two- “THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER” Wwas a movement
thirds  of ) to name “Ameri-
USS. citizens by Francis Scott Key ca the Beautiful”
don’t know 0 say, can you see, by the dawn’s | as the national
all the | early light, anthem a few
wordstothe | What so proudly we hailed at the twi- | years back.
national an- | Jight's last gleaming? John  Mahl-
them. Those Whose broad stripes and bright | mann, executive
who mum- | sars, through the perilous fight, director of the Na-
ble it at | (erthe ramparts we watched, were | tonal  Associa-
sporting | g5 eallantly streaming? tion for Music Ed-
events will |\ ““Ang the rocket's red glare, the | Setion - posits
gﬁ‘ 2 | bombs bursting in air, bea so‘ di‘f)gilz:‘:lltnif
l° a"Wh to Gave proof through the night that | = &0 ¢ e0 1
carn e | our flag was still there. had not been o
e LA | 0 say does that star-spangled ban- | duced in schools
them ner yet wave, around the na-
Project, a |, O'er the land of the free, and the | tion, a major sub-
private sec. | home of the brave?” text to the Nation-
tor endeav- al Anthem
or roject.

nized by the National Association
for Music Education.

The program, which started this
week in Washington, D.C., will tar-
get classrooms and older Ameri-
cans and culminate with a celebra-
tion and a massive singing of the an-
them in 2007.

But what about the music? “The
Star-Spangled Banner’s” serpentine
melody is often considered one of
the trickiest out there. Is John
Stafford Smith’s music as worthy of

P

Why, then, don’t adults have a bet-
ter grasp of the anthem’s words and
music? There isn’t a clear answer.

In most gatherings or sporting
events, audiences listen to a celebri-
ty or a group play the “Star-Span-
gled Banner” rather than sing it

themselves.

“National anthems, almost by defi-

nition, are meant to be sung by the
population, not watched. For what-
ever reason, over a period of time,
we have become a nation of watch-
ers and listeners,” Mahlmann said.

GREG L. DAVIS/Stars & Stripes

U.S. Army Capt. Misty Cornett sings the National Anthem at the
start of a World Cup game held in Taegu in June 2002. Cornett, a
CH-47 Chinook pilot, was with Company B, 2nd Battalion, 52nd
Aviation Regiment, based at Camp Humphries in South Korea.

Pandasin

BY MARTY NILAND
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Love is in
the air at the National Zoo's
panda house.

The zoo’s female panda, Mei
Xiang, has begun her annual mat-
ing season and had two mating
encounters Thursday with the
male panda, Tian Tian, z00
spokeswoman Peper Long said.

“I don't think there’s been a
strong successful mating yet, but
we still have time to give them,”
Long said.

The pandas will get several
‘more opportunities over the next
couple of days before zoo offi-
cials try artificial insemination.

Last year, Tian Tian did not
show enough sustained interest
in mating with Mei Xiang for a
successful breeding, An attempt

the mood;

ing period.

Experts in China and at other
U.S. zoos have also advised that
the pandas be brought inside and
separated to create expectation
between the two. They will be
put together for short periods,
then separated, with that process
repeated at different times.

Those who want to see the pan-
da’s progress for themselves can
check out the panda web-cams
on the National Zoo’s Web site.
Those cameras are operated by
behavior monitors who are look-
ing for signs that Mei Xiang is
pregnant.

Mei Xiang, 6, and Tian Tian, 7,
are the National Zoo’s second
pair of giant pandas. Both went
on exhibit in December 2000 and
are on a 10-year loan from
China.

Mei Xiang has not been preg-
nant, though she experienced a

at artificial was

in 2003. The

also unsuccessful.

This year, the zoo is hoping to
give the pandas a better chance
for success by closing their ex-
hibit to the public during the mat-

zoo said any baby would belong
to China, and would likely be
sent

The z00’s previous panda pair
— Ling Ling and Hsing Hsing —

officials are hopeful

The National Zoo in Washington, D.C., has closed the Panda House to
visitors to encourage Mei Xiang, left, and Tian Tian to mate. The
pandas are in the fifth year of a 10-year loan from China, at a cost of

$1 million a year.

bred successfully four times and

produced five cubs, but none

lived longer than a few days.
The only successful panda

ROBERT A. REEDER/The Washington Post

breeding in the United States has
happened at the San Diego Zoo,
where two cubs have been
reared.
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EDITOR

Those who deserve new hadge

If the Army is going to create a Close
Combat Badge, it needs to make sure that
those involved in close combat receive it.

I have already heard much discussion
about the proposed badge. I understand that
the intent is for those regularly assigned to
infantry-like duties in Iraq and Afghanistan
to be recognized for what they do.

I also understand the differences be-
tween those military occupational special-
ties recognized by the Army in the proposed
regulations and those soldiers regularly in-
volved in the types of missions to which this
badge is geared.

T was an air defense artillery battery co
mander in the 3rd Armored Cavalry Re
ment during Operation Iragi Freedom I,
and my soldiers conducted alternate supply
route route reconna|ssance,

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes Stars and Stripes
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211

Via fax: [Counlry code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8395

64345 Griesheim

E-mail: estripes.osd.mil

provised explosive device patrols, raids,
searches, and a multitude of other infantry
and cavalry missions. At the time, my com-
manders were not concerned about air
threat and we were used as our abilities war-
ranted in ground cavalry operations.

‘We were very successful. Some of my sol-
diers received Bronze Star Medals with “V”
device for valor and Army Commendation
Medals with “V” device for their service in
close combat, where we regularly engaged
the enemy with our direct-fire weapons sys-
tems.

My soldiers’ MOSs didn’t say cavalry, but
everything else about them did. If there is
going to be a Close Combat Badge, then
they deserve the recognition. I'm sure there
are plenty of other commanders who feel
the same about their soldiers.

Capt. Ben Metzler
Hohenfels, Germany

Sense of decency lost?

I watched with interest to see if there
would be any letters to the editor objecting
to the language used in “Dean’s gaffe hurts
standing with party base” (column, Jack
Kelly, Feb. 23): “As long as greed, stupidity
and cowardice remain a part of the human
condition, there will be a constituency for
Democrats.”

Is Kelly’s ideology so skewed that he has

Doonesbury

lost his sense of decency? No compassionate
conservative here. Perhaps if the sentence
had read, “As lung as greed, stupidity and
cowardice remain a part of the human con-
dition, there will be constituency for Repub-
licans,” you would have gotten a reaction
from the public.

I would also like to see more moder-
ate-to-liberal editorials in Stars and Stripes.
Not all of us out here are screaming,
Bible-thumping conservatives.

Ellen Minette
Heidelberg, Germany

IRR story misleading

story concerning the Individual
Ready Reserve members called to active
duty was a nice human interest article
(“IRR delays hold up Army’s empty war
slots,” article, Jan. 20); however, it came
across a little misleading.

It stated that 5,600 were activated. Fact
is, that was the number called up. Of that
number, a much smaller amount were actu-
ally activated.

When I reported to Camp McGrady, Fort
Jackson, S.C., they were expecting an itera-
tion of 87 soldiers. Only 35 showed up, of
which 25 were found medically fit.

We were told the low turnout was the

norm and when we asked what would hap-
pen to those who did not report, we were
told that “it would be overwhelming for the
Army to go after all those people.”

Our inside joke was that we were “the
few, the proud, the stupid” for reporting.

Kidding aside, I am proud to serve, as are
the others who did answer the call. I was in
the National Guard for 13 years before get-
ting out. Without any obligation, I voluntari-
ly joined the IRR. I was told the IRR would
only be called for an extreme emergency.
The way I figured, if they needed me that
bad, I would be willing to serve.

A one-star made the comment, while eat-
ing at the chow hall at Camp McGrady,
“The IRR is the third string and there is no
one left on the bench.” I am proud to have
made it to the first string.

Itis my opinion that the IRR system is se-
riously dysfunctional, which is a reflection
on human resource centers. It either needs
to be managed competently or done away
with,

Capt. Andy Timmerman
Baghdad

Paintball field in Iraq?

T appreciate all that Morale, Welfare and
Recreation officials throughout Iraq pro-
vide us. Having said that, the Internet, pool
tables and movies all are a bit sedentary for
the average grunt’s taste. The team sports
are fine for those who have normal work
schedules, but a grunt’s schedule is any-
thing but normal. I just think there’s some-
thing missing.

I would ask the powers who decide such
things to consider some new recreational ac-
tivities. My first choice would be a modest
paintball field on base. Political correctness
aside, it’s fun, physically active, and doesn’t
take a formal team to play. You can even
call it a type of small-arms training if it
helps with the budget decision. Fort Hood,
Texas, has a paintball field, so I don’t think
the An'ny has a problem with them.

Best of all, it helps blow off some steam
for the troops between patrols.

Throw in a few kayaks, rowboats and sell
fishing tackle at the post exchange for the

e on base and you've got a great summer.

Again, thanks to MWR for all it does.

Spc. Roger B. Rees
Camp Victory, Iraq

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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Looking at
the news

A weekly sampling of
U.S. editorial cartoons

Yollp THINK A G0y WiTH
S Motley WolpiTT HAVR

To WRIMP ON GAS.

G‘u:rm Mc(‘:ov Universal Press Syndicate
HE STARTEP
HITTING ON
CATH® AT THE
OFFICE.

i
i

S oo s F %

—
MIKE PETERS/King Features Syndicate

WE NEED TO
Bk ouor
WE NEED THE MONEY.
UNLESS, OF COURSE,
WE GET MASSIVE AID

. FROMTHE U.8.

DICK LOCHER/Tribune Media Services
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Sickening swim
ROYAL OAK — More,
than S0 people were

taken to a hospital after

high levels of carbon mon-

oxide were detected at a

high school pool during

swimming lessons, police
said.

The children and %
adults fell ill inside Don-
dero High School i m sub-
urban Detmll .
tors checked 35 peo-
ple who complained of headaches,
nausea and vomiting. Others left
before being examined.
Five people were placed under
increased pressure in the hospi-
tal’s hyperbaric chamber to help
them better absorb oxygen into
their blood, said Dr. Frank Mc-
George, director of emergency

AMERICAN
ROUNDUP

Michael Leon Haley Sr., 48, of
Allentown, was also found guilty of
assau end;

medicine at William
Hospital. They were released later
in the day.

Royal Oak police Sgt. Barry
Gale said tests had found high lev-

els of carbon monoxide, which
were believed to be caused by a
malfunctioning furnace. The inci-
dent was still under investigation.

Indians fight dump

LAS VEGAS — An Ameri-

can Indian tribe filed a fed-
eral lawsuit aimed at stopping the
government from building a nation-
al nuclear waste dump on ances-
tral land in Nevada.

Members of the Western Shos-
hone National Council cited a
19th-century treaty with the feder-
al government that they said gives
the tribe the right to stop the nucle-
ar repository from being built at
‘Yucca Mountain.

“Mother Earth is sacred to the
Shoshcme and is not to be hurt by
us,” Western Shoshone Chief Ray-
mond Yowell said outside court.

Nevada also is fighting the nucle-
ar dump. It won a partial victory in
a case last July that said the Ener-
gy Department’s plan did not go
far enough to protect people from
potential radiation.

‘The department plans to entomb
77,000 tons of highly radioactive
commercial, industrial and mili-
tary waste at Yucca Mountain, 90
miles northwest of Las Vegas.

Cigarette smuggling
ROANOKE — Seven Cali-
fornians who smuggled $8.9

‘million worth of cheap Virginia cig-

arettes to the West Coast are sched-

uled to be sentenced in June.

The seven pleas capped a
four-year investigation involving
local and federal officials, as well
as agents from both states.

US. Attorney John Brownlee
said leaders of the smuggling oper-
ation paid about $8.9 million for
more than 108 million cigarettes
and had their accomplices truck
them to California, where they
were resold. The cigarettes had a
retail value of more than $18.5 mil-

01

n.

The scheme allowed the men to
escape payment of more than $4.7
million in California cigarette
taxes. When the smuggling start-
ed, Virginia was taxing cigarettes
at 2.5 cents a pack while California
was assessing smokes at 87 cents a
pack, said Sharon Burnham, an as-
sistant U.S. attorney who prosecut-
ed the case.

Man guilty in slashing
ALLENTOWN — A man ac-
cused of slashing a wom-

an’s throat and stabbing her after

the two used drugs at a motel was
convicted of attempted homicide.

germent, terroristic
threats, and of theft for stealing a
car after the incident.

Lisa Krepich, 33, said she and
Haley were using drugs in the
high Motor Inn in Upper Macung-
ie Township on April 16 when he
sliced her throat from ear to ear
and repeatedly stabbed her. She
said she ran from the room and col-
lapsed.

Krepich said she had met Haley
just hours earlier and had taken
'him to a house to get drugs before
going with him to the motel.

Assisted suicide botched

PORTLAND — A terminal-

ly ill cancer patient who
tried to end his life with drugs pre-
scribed under Oregon’s assist-
ed-suicide law awoke three days
later, alert and talkative, his wife
said.

David Prueitt, who had lung can-
cer, took what was believed to be a
fatal dose of a barbiturate pre-
scribed by his doctor in January.

He fell into a coma within min-
utes, but woke up three days later,
said his wife, Lynda Romig

eitt.

Prueitt’s wife told The Orego-
nian newspaper that he asked,
“Why am I not dead?”

Prueitt, 42, lived for two more
weeks before dying of natural caus-
es at his Estacada home.

The state Department of Human
Services will turn the case over to

Cowboy cleanup

Ralph Reinhardt of Voelker Con-
struction does a last-minute clean-
up on the face of a huge cowboy
sign on the grounds of the Travis
County Expo Center in Austin,
Texas.

the Board of Medical

Examiners or state
Board of Pharmacy to
determine if the proce-
dure or drugs were
faulty, said Dr. Katrina
Hedberg, assistant state
epidemiologist.

mT HELENA — Lead-
ing Republicans in the
Legislature fumed after meet-
ing with Democratic Gov.
Brian Schwenzer, who criticized
them for opposing some of his key
legislation, then left without giving
them a chance to speak. House Re-
publican Leader Roy Brown said
he and others went to the gover-
nor’s office for “a legmmate discus-
sion about issues” and ended up lis-
tening to “a show.” Schweitzer
said later he thought he gave Re-
publicans opportunity to comment.

L‘"/ Parties feuding

Bad morning wake-up

MIAMI — Instead of an

early-bird customer, a cafe-
teria worker discovered a live gre-
nade on a counter where people
typically order coffee and dough-
nuts.

The Opportunity Cafetena had
just opened about 6:30 a.m. when
the unidentified worker found the
grenade on one corner of the
counter. Police officers were sum-
moned and determined that the
grenade was active, with its pin
still in place.

The department’s bomb squad
took the grenade to a secure loca-
tion and detonated it, according to
a statement from the police depart-
ment. No one was injured and
there was no damage to any struc-
tures.

Investigators were trying Tues-
day to determine how the grenade
got there. No other devices were
found at the cafeteria.

Police did not immediately re-
turn a call seeking additional infor-
mation.

Heartland losing kids

BISMARCK — Tony Nie-

man is going to miss the
shrieks and laughter coming from
the school playgroun

Starting this fall, the 25 elemen-
tary-age children will go some-
where else to learn their ABCs.
There just aren’t enough of them to
keep the school open.

The town of Calvin, where Nie-
man is mayor, exemplifies what is
happening all across North Dako-
ta: Young adults and young fami-
lies with children are moving away
to escape the harsh farm economy.

New census figures show North
Dakota is losing more children
than any other state.

“What we’re seeing is a tremen-
dous loss of youth,” said Richard

Rathge, director of the State Data

nter. “Young adults and young

families are leaving and taking
their children with them.”
From 2000 to 2004, North Dako-

ta’s population of children ages 5
to 17 dropped about 14 percent
and the number of newborns
dropped about 8 percent, the Cen-
sus Bureau said in a report being
released Thursday. The number of
newborns in one year alone, 2003
to 2004, dropped 1.5 percent —
and the highest percentage in the
nation.

But Rathge said North Dakota’s
birth rate has declined nearly
every year since 1982. Fargo, the
state’s largest city, has seen a 1.5

reent growth in young adults
over the past few years, but most
of them are not starting families,
he said.

>N

Jimmy Webb, a graduate student
A berry good cause majoring in horticulture at the Uniy
sity of Florida's Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences in Gaines
Fla., displays strawberries that are being sold to raise funds for the
tute’s student organization. The berries were donated to the student
group by growers in Plant City, Fla.

Seeking seashells and sun Neckie Karcher hunts for

Beach, Fla., near 12th Street after a cold front brought rain and wind to
the area.

Four-year-olds, from left, Isabela Martin-
ez-Vazquez, Chloe Craft, and Rileigh
Buchanan from the St. John's Child Development Center in Anderson,
S.C., watch a duckling waddle around a dish of food. The children had a
difficult time naming the visiting duck, which explains its new name:
Sallymadelinequackquack.

You quack me up!
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Swmgmg in Las Vegas

over the side of the Stratosphere Tower in Las Vegas.

Taking his licks At st saoosen e
contents of a plastic spoon.

Employees and members of the media try out “Insanity,” a new ride
that dangles riders 1,149 feet over the Las Vegas Boulevard strip

A real nail-biter
Bianca Ulloa of Rio Bravo Middle
School ponders the spelling of a
‘word during the first round of the
61st annual Spelling Bee at the
Chamizal National Memorial The-
atre in El Paso, Texas. The winner
will participate in the Scripps
Howard National Spelling Bee in
Washington.

Spring attraction

Cliff Buza walks among poppies along Transmountain Road in El Paso,
Texas. The Mexican gold poppies that bloom on the lower slopes of the
Franklin Mountains in the northeast part of the city draw a large number of visitors.

TV contract questioned

CARSON CITY — A state

senator s defending her
$3,000-a-month contract to consult
with a television station on news con-
tent, including issues in the Legisla-
ture.

Sen. Barbara Cegavske, R-Las
Vegas, said during a joint budget
committee hearing that she works
for Sunbelt Communications, which
owns KVBC of Las Vegas. She said
she has worked with the station
about a year and helps with stories
about education, health care and,
sometimes, the Nevada Legislature.

“I'm a consultant,” she told the
Las Vegas Sun. “They’ll call me
about different issues, ask me ques-
tions about health or education is-
sues.”

Al Tompkins, a television consult-
ant and faculty member at the Poyn-
ter Institute, a journalism think
tank, said he had never heard of a
legislator contracting with a news
outlet while in office.

“Can you imagine a newspaper
employing a member of Congress?”
he asked.

Cegavske said she disclosed the
relationship several times during in-
terim finance committee hearings
before the legislative session, and
ran the idea past her own attorney.

Thieves take cane, purse

NY BREWSTER — A 42-year-

old woman and her two

sons were arrested, accused of rob-

bing an elderly woman of her

purse and cane in the parking lot

of a supermarket, State Police
said.

Susan Blaney, Stephen Blaney,
22, and Michael Blaney, 23, drove
up to woman and one son stole her
cane and purse as she was making
her way to her car, Investigator
Paul Hasselmann said.

The Blaneys struck a parked car
and tried to run down a pedestrian
as they fled, authorities said. Their
vehicle was spotted later in Kent
and they were arrested.

The Blaneys were each charged
with second-degree robbery and
two counts each of first-degree
reckless endangerment, police
said.

Doubling up on blood

HOWARD — A blood drive

in Centre County used new
technology to boost its blood sup-
ply as the number of blood donors
nationally continues to decline.

The new “double red cell” collec-
tion requires donors to give twice
as much blood. A device separates
red blood cells, plasma and plate-
lets — keeping only the blood cells
and sending the plasma and plate-
lets back into the donor.

The result: Two pints of red
blood cells, double that of a tradi-
tional blood draw. The procedure
will help increase the stockpile of
available blood when blood re-
serves are critically low, said Steve
Campbell of the Red Cross.

Rampage ends in death

> HOUSTON — A man who
wounded two people and at-
tempted three carjackings was
shot and killed by police after tak-
ing a hostage and shooting at that
man, Houston police said.

It began when the gunman was
caught burglarizing an apartment,
police said. A maintenance man
who confronted him was shot in
the side, said police.

The gunman then tried to take a
man’s car at a red light. The driver
grabbed his keys and abandoned
the truck, leaving the gunman.

The gunman then ran into Action
Electronics where he tried to car-
jack the owner, police said. The
owner was shot in the leg.

The gunman ran into a neighbor-
hood, where he found a man in a
truck. The gunman took that man
hostage, police said. Ignoring com-
‘mands to drop his weapon, the gun-
‘man began shooting at his hostage,
police said. The gunman was then
shot and killed by the officer.

Woman killed by dogs

PARTLOW — An 82-year-

old woman was attacked in
her yard by a pack of pit bulls and
died of her injuries en route to the
hospital, police said.

One dog was killed by sheriff’s
deputies, one was captured and the
third remained on the loose after
the attack on Dorothy Sullivan,
who was found by her daughter.

Investigators believe the dogs
have two owners, and one has been
located. While no charges have
been filed, the owners could possi-
bly be accused of involuntary man-
slaughter, he said.

Tour boats seized

HONOLULU — Two tour

boats owned by Dream
Cruises were seized by the U.S.
Marshals Service because the com-
pany was in default of a $1.4 million
mortgage on the vessels, according
to officials and court documents.

The American Dream in Kewalo
Basin and its sister ship, the Kona
Dream in Kona, won’t be allowed
to operate until court proceedings
are completed, a spokesman for
the service said.

Dream Cruises President Micha-
el Watson acknowledged being a
couple of months late on pay-
ments, but said he was in discus-
sions with the lender for a new pay-
ment plan.

Conviction overturned

SAN FRANCISCO — A fed-

eral appeals court tossed
out the conviction of a death row in-
mate because prosecutors know-
ingly lied about a deal that had
been struck with a key witness in
the case.

The 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Ap-
peals cleared the way for a new
trial for Blufford Hayes Jr., who
was convicted in 1981 of murdermg
a Stockton hotel manager and sen-
tenced to death for first-degree mur-
der, burglary and robbery.

The key witness, A.J. James, said
Hayes confided to him shortly after
the murder that he had “offed”
Vinod “Pete” Patel. James also
helped Hayes steal several cartons
of cigarettes from the hotel lobby.

James was the only witness who
could corroborate the burglary
charge — adding the “special cir-
cumstances” needed to make it a
death penalty case.

Court papers show the prosecu-
tor negotiated a deal with James’ at-
torney to grant him immunity in the
murder and to drop all other pend-
ing felony charges.

The two also agreed to hide the
deal from the judge and jury — and
from James as well, so he would not
perjure himself on the witness
stand if asked whether he’d been
given any special treatment in ex-
change for his testimony.

Stories and photos from wire services
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Outrageous
for all ages

Actor Alan Cumming enjoys roles that appeal to lighter side

BY NANCY MILLS
New York Daily News

HOLLYWOOD
ater this month, as befits an international star of

stage and screen, Alan Cumming will launch his
ywn fragrance. Cumming.
“Originally it was for men,” he says, “but women
love it. So I'm saying it's ‘beyond gender.’
It’s also beyond the age of the target audience for “Son of
the Mask,” a sort of prequel
to Jim Carrey’s 1994 “The
Mask.” Released in the
States on Feb. 18,
the film brought
in about $16
million in its
first three
weeks.
Cumming
plays Loki, the,
Norse God of
Mischief, who
created the

“I'love a film where
1 get squished by two
Dumpsters or Ifly
through the air,” says
Alan Cumming, star
of “Son of the Mask.”
ABACA PRESS/KRT

‘mask and now will go to any length — and any disguise — to
gel it back. No costume or hair style is too demeaning, if it
ets a laugh.

"Somet]mes people get really sniffy about the films you
choose if you've done more dramatic projects
or you're classically trained,” says Cumming, who studied
at the Royal Scottish Academy of Music and Dance.

“But I love a film where I get squished by two Dumpsters
or I fly through the air.”

The outrageous Cumming has a career that goes both

ways. His heavyweight credits include “Cabaret,” his Tony
Award-winning revival in 1998, and heavy dramas such as
“Eyes Wide Shut” (1999).

Then there’s the more mainstream “Emma” (opposite
Gwyneth Paltrow), “X2” and TV versions of “Annie” and
“The Goodbye Girl.” Kids flock to him because of “Spy

Kids,” “The Flintstones in Viva Rock Vegas” and “Black

u

“What I really liked about ‘Son of the Mask’ was the hom-
age to Looney Tunes and ‘One Froggy Evening,’ ” Cum-
ming, 40, says. “Kids are more genuine. When they come up
and want to talk to you, they don’t have an agenda. It's more
endeanng and less piercing to your aura.”

Cumming is “like a finely-tuned Rolls Royce,” says “Son
of the Mask” director Lawrence Guterman. “He exudes
such confidence as he chews up the scenery.”

He chews more scenery in “Reefer Madness,” a musical
airing on Showtime in April. In a parody of the 1936
anti-marijuana film, he plays the emcee-like Lecturer, Presi-
dent Roosevelt and Goat-Man.

“I thought it was a funny story,” he says. “What our film
is saying is that we’re encouraged to be scared about certain
things — in the movie it’s marijuana, which is not very
scary at all. But it takes up all your energy and you don’t
worry about the really important things that are going on.”

‘After President Bush’s re-election, Cumming thought

about leaving America and New York where he has

lived since 1998 (and “Cabaret”).
But he decldﬁd he had too many commitments
ere.

He’s already at work on
“Bam Bam and Celeste,” in
which he plays Margaret Cho’s
love interest. After that comes

reprising his role as the
shape shifter Nightcrawler.

Then there are more
films to promote: “Mr. Ripley’s
Return,” “Neverwas 7 “Ant

Bully,” “Eighteen,” and
“Weddmg Photo, *in which he
plays a 1920s Minneso
farmer with 10 children.

Cumming enjoys toying
with gender issues. He was
married for elght years to
Hilary Lyon, his Ophelia
“Hamlet.” In 2002 he wmre
anovel, “Tommy’s Tale,”
about the wild life of a
pansexual Londoner.

Currently, he speaks
about having a boyfriend.

His fragrance’s
advertising campaign
features postcards of
‘Cumming doing
hgmages to old fragrance
ads.

“In some of them
I'm naked,” he
says. “I sent the
postcards to my
‘mom, and she sent
me an e-mail,
saying ... ‘I wasn’t
shocked because
40 years ago I saw
you just as naked
— but everything
was a bit smaller.”

<N

Jagger sex footage banned

A British judge banned the broadcast of
video footage showing Elizabeth Jagger engag-
ing in “sexual activities” with her boyfriend in
a nightclub.

Jagger, daughter of Mick Jagger and Jerry
Hall, sought the injunc-
tion against John Darling,
manager of Kabaret’s
Prophecy Nightclub in
London.

High Court Judge Rodg-
er Bell ruled Wednesday
that Jagger, 20, and boy-
friend Calum Best, son of
former soccer star George
Best, had a “legitimate ex-
pectation of privacy”
when they engaged in sex-
ual activities just inside
the club’s doors on Feb. 17. The couple were
captured on a closed-circuit television camera
that they had failed to notice.

R&B singer Levert indicted

A Cuyahoga County, Ohio, grand jury indict-
ed Gerald Levert on assault charges in a con-
frontation with police during a traffic stop last
month.

Earlier this month, prosecutor Anthony Jor-
dan said there was no evidence the R&B singer
caused serious
physical harm
to  patrolmen
Ronald W. Ross
and Daniel
Lentz.

Levert, 38,
was  charged
with  drunken
driving, imped-
ing traffic, ob-
structing police
business and re-
sisting arrest.

On Tuesday,
a grand jury in-
dicted Levert
on two charges
of felonious as-
sault and a
charge of ob-
structing official business.

Police said Levert and a passenger in his car
intervened when authorities stopped a friend
of Levert’s for speeding at 12:45 a.m. Feb. 25.

Levert is the son of Eddie Levert, a founding
‘member of The 0’Jays, a longtime R&B group.
Gerald Levert became lead singer of the trio
Levert in 1985. He began his solo recording ca-
reer in 1991.

Jagger

Gerald Levert

Jackson’s ‘second life’ after crash

Reggie Jackson feels he’s on a “second life”
after surviving a car crash last week in which
his vehicle flipped over several times in Flori-
da.

The Hall of Famer, a New York Yankees spe-
cial adviser and spring training instructor, was
treated at a hospital and released after his
sport utility vehicle was struck from behind Fri-
day night.

“You wonder why you survived,” Jackson,
58, said Tuesday.

“Ive struggled more emotionally. Now I
have a second life. I've been blessed again.
Thank God for having a hand on my shoulder. I
just thank God I had my seat belt on.”

Jackson is stiff and sore, has several cuts on
his head and bruises caused by his seat belt.
The driver of the other car, Miguel Angel Riv-
era, 34, of Temple Terrace, Fla., remained hos-
pitalized Tuesday but is improving and will re-
cover from his injuries, Tampa police spokes-
man Joe Durkin said.

“I feel a lot better,” Jackson said. “Let me
tell you, when the doctor and nurse told me I
could go home and there were no internal inju-
ries, I felt as good as when I hit the three hom-
ers,” he added, a reference to his performance
in Game 6 of the 1977 World Series.

Stories and photos from The Associated Press
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YOUR MONEY

Worker ultimatum: Quit smoking or quit job

Is it OK to extend
co. smoking rules
to personal time?

BY KRISTEN GERENCHER
MarketWatch

SAN FRANCISCO — It was the
shot heard around U.S. company
water coolers, especially for
those who smoke during off
hours.

An employer in the business of
administering other companies’
benefits decided to eliminate
smokers from its work force by
randomly testing them for nico-
tine in their blood or urine. The
zero-tolerance tobacco policy ap-
plies to smokers in general, not
just those who light up on compa-
ny time.

Weyco Inc., an employee-bene-
fits administrator in Okemos,
Mich., had been building up to
the ultimatum for several years
before four employees who opted
not to take the smoking test left
the company in January, founder
and chief executive Howard Wey-
ers said.

In early 2003, Weyco quit hir-
ing tobacco users and by fall had
forbidden the staff from smoking
on the premises.

Starting in 2004, the firm added
a tobacco “assessment” of $50 a
month per worker who smoked
and didn’t go to a cessation class.

John Carr, left, of Miami Beach, Fla., smokes a

rette outside a restaurant bar in Providence, R.I.,

AP
March 1.

Rhode Island became the seventh state in the nation Tuesday to ban smoking in virtually all indoor public

places. A Michigan company went a step further, prohil

Weyco had given its employees
a 15-month advance notice that
those who still smoked on or off
the company’s watch by January
2005 would be terminated, Wey-
ers said.

About 20 of Weyco’s 200 work-
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ers kicked the habit, and four quit
before the company’s mandatory
testing began in January, he said.

‘The justification: The desire to
contain rising health care costs
and prepare people for the higher
burden they face in the emerging

EXCHANGE RATES

iting employees from smoking even off the clock.

consumer-driven health plans,
Weyers said.

“We want to help our employ-
ees to handle the risk of a high-de-
ductible plan,” he said. “They can
do that by managing their health
care.”

Weyco’s controversial move
pits employers’ rights against
those of employees and may pave
the way for other private compa-
mes to invoke their own potential-

R Korton won
Commercial rates

actics in the
bml to lower rapldly ballooning
health care costs, legal experts
say.

What's more, Weyco’s policy
may open the door for employers
to make employment more diffi-
cult to obtain for obese people or
those with genetic predisposi-
tions for diseases, some warn.

“When an employer tries to

deal with health care costs by se-
lecting or promoting employees
based on their non-work-related
qualifications or qualities, you're
really entering a slippery slope,”
said Kary Moss, director of the
American Civil Liberties Union
of Michigan, which supports
smoking regulations at the work-
place but not those that extend be-
yond it

“This isn’t an issue about smok-
ing,” Moss said. “This is an issue
about private employers being
able to punish employees for
their legal, non-work-related ac-
tivities.”

Nancy Richard-Stower, a mem-
ber of the National Employment
Lawyers Association and a
civil-rights and employment-law
attorney in Merrimack, N.H., said
she doesn’t believe Weyers is act-
ing in his workers’ best interests.

“If that employer really cared
about his employees, he wouldn’t
be taking away the mortgage pay-
ment of those people unable to
break their addiction,” she said.
“They may be responsible for
smoking, but they’re not responsi-
ble for their addiction.”

‘Tobacco is an easy target since
it's a serious health concern, but
Weyco’s action threatens to roll
back workers’ rights, Rich-
ard-Stower said.

“If we let employers make
health-care costs the determining
factor of whether or not you'll be
a successful applicant, we’ll be
going back to the days where par-
ents of children with cancer were
not hired for fear of the costs,”
she said.

“Next week it will be ‘What's
your bad cholesterol? What's your
family health history? Genetic
code?’ All these invasions of priva-
cy are just over the horizon if peo-
ple don't speak out against this
kind of employer snooping.”

Moss questioned the trajectory
of such a policy as well.

“Childbirth carries health-care
risks. Sitting in the sun carries
health care risks. Lots of employ-
ees have inherited gene traits
that give them a higher propensi-
ty for certain diseases. Where
does this stop?”

ents and Sensibility
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Fee reporting changes

court, coordinator, U.S. Army
Japan government travel charge
card program. Those fees were
not disclosed separately on ac-
count statements. But due to re-
cent class-action lawsuits filed
in the United States accusing
several banks and credit card
companies of overcharging cus-
tomers for conversion fees, all
such fees now are reported as
added costs, Bettencourt said.
The currency conversion fees
still are reimbursable govern-
ment travel expenses, he said.
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Horoscope

The position of Mars indicates a
flare of fireworks between people
who are normally in agreement. The
issue is power — who has
it, really? The roles we
choose in life come with
both limitations and perks.
Suddenly, the perks may
not seem to balance with
the limitations, and adjust-
ments are indicated. Don't
rush to conclusions.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(March 12). You quickly
leam how to attract all you
need. Financial success
comes from wheeling ,
dealing and putting yourself
out there. April marks the beginning
of life minus a bad habit. Education-
al and civic pursuits connect you
with friendships and romance this
summer. June brings a change of
location. Love signs are Sagittarius
and Taurus.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
Smart thinking rules your day.
You're so resourceful that you find
uses for things you never thought
you would use — like the Christmas
present you received that just wasn't
you or the phone number of your ex.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
The theme is: the kindness of strang-
ers. You'll be the benefactor and the
recipient of such considerations.
And you'll feel a special kinship with
that person who is full of intriguing
ideas — you could use more of this
influence.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Issues of equality arise between
loved ones. You'll be feeling out the

4

Holiday

your allies. You'll be ecstatic with
financial arrangements that involve a
Scorpio.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
You're mindful of other people’s
feelings, but issues arise that even
you are not sure how to
tactfully approach. Focus
on you — find your inner
peace. The answer is
blowing in the breeze.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). The stars
line up to enforce the
belief that it's good to be
you. Just sit down, and
count the ways! The
realization helps you
complete your daily tasks
with a flourish, as if to
say, “Ain't life grand?”

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
You're the truth teller. You may
need to point out the obvious to an
oblivious individual, but this move
will eventually make your life easier.
Passing the blame, however, would
only make you look bad.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). There’s genius in imperfection.
Something broken gives you a
fantastic idea or produces a fortu-
itous meeting that wouldn't have
happened otherwise. Some of you
will receive start-up cash for your
idea.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). When diplomacy is needed,
you're as smooth as Bill Clinton. If
yourre single: A beautiful stranger
adds spice to your life. If in a couple:
Your strength is your ability to form
your opinion instead of echoing a
partner’s views.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).

Mathis
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword

Across 2 ‘.. —cantget 28 Certain hotel
1 Sew temporarily upt” plan
6 Weak, in a way 3 Dexterity 30 “Jeopardy!” jug-
12 Shreles 4 Pinochle card gernaut Jennings
companion 5 Som?adve‘ 31 Sudp‘erla(ive
penciled in ending
3 ﬁs{:';‘"egmmmer 6 Competent 33 Home for
15 Decrease 7 Can't do without 1-Down
16 Seod cont 8 Curvy letter 34 Teen's woe
17 Propagated 9 Montana city 39 Moolah
16 Toun s mecting 10 Concept 41 Uses another’s
11 Minimal change password, maybe
20 Maltese money 15 ugg)r eyigence 42 Diner supply
22 — Paulo 18 Rush wildly 43 Sheltered
24 Upsilon follower about 45 Wardrobe
27 Georgia city 21 George's brother malfunction
29 — itout(come 53 \wood-shaping 47 Teensiest part
to blows) tool 48 Sea flock
32 They're 24 Nightwear, for 49 Diploma datum
“pieceful” short (Abbr.)
35 Faxed 25 Waste not a 51 Trawler
36 Rani's moment equipment
wraparound 26 Uninformed 53 Work with
;; i:p:l:,s Olive Answer to Previous Puzzle
40 All-in-black rock
fan
42 Listener
44 Texas sch.
46 Dumbfounded
50 Quick look
52 Swindle
54 Family
subdivisions
55 Inqui
56 Large bird dog
57 Fits like
matryoshka dolls
Down

1 Papa porker
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN YOU DECIDE
TO PURCHASE YOUR OWN HORSE, YOU WILL
EVENTUALLY HAVE TO PONY UP.
Today’s Cryptoquip Cluc: U cquals B
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‘Other woman’ upset over rejection

Dear Abby: 1 am an indepen-
dent VIP escort — 48 years old,
although I look 10 years younger
than my age. I have grown kids
who don’t know what I do.

One of my clients, a married
doctor, was very kind to me. He
confided that he and his
wife hadn’t made love in
10 years and were only
living parallel lives. We
enjoyed each other so
much we started having
dinner dates. When I told
him I wanted to get out
of the business, he of-
fered to help.

He leased a beautiful
apartment for me not far
from his office and gave
me a small job I could do
from home until I found
work. I then saw him
exclusively. We discussed mar-
riage, and I never really looked
for work, assuming that we
would be together.

After four months, I convinced
him to call his wife and tell her
about our relationship, figuring
she would be so angry she’d

Dear

divorce him. Now he says he
won't support me anymore and
won'’t see me, either. They are in
counseling! I want to contact
him. T know he wants me be-
cause we were so good together.
But I'm afraid of rejection. What
should I do?

— Castaway in

Paterson, N.J.

Dear Castaway: T
have a short “to-do” list
for you:

1. Wake up and smell
the coffee. The doctor
has made his choice,
and it’s not you.

2. Find a legitimate
_job so you won't have
to hide from your kids,
because, sister, you're
on your own.

Dear Abby

Dear Abby: Al of
my friends have a special pet
that sticks to them like glue. I'm
talking about a “waiting-at-
the-door-until-they-get-home-fro
m-school” kind of pet.

T have two dogs and two cats.
Buttons and Bamboo are my two
dogs, and Jasmine and Midnight

are my two cats.

Buttons likes my grandfather,
Bamboo likes my mom, and my
cats can't come inside.

T asked my parents if I could
have another pet, a pet of my
own that would stick only by MY
side. They looked at each other
and said, “OK, if you get rid of
the ones you have.” But I love all
of them, Abby. I can’t bear to
give any of them away. What
should I do?

— Lonely Girl in Fort Smith

Dear Lonely Girl: Instead of
getting yet another pet, it’s time
for you to take a more active part
in the lives of the ones you al-
ready have. Make it your job to
feed them. When you return from
school, make some special time
to take the dogs out, exercise
them and play with them.

Once it becomes routine,
they'll look forward to their spe-
cial time with you and be excited
when you get home.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number - should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
£o5 Angeles CA 50065. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby
Universal Press Syndicate

Allow family to get past grief

Dear Annie: Two
years ago, my husband
passed away very sudden-
ly at the age of 38. While
he was in the hospital,
his family verbally at-
tacked me regarding
where he should be bur-
ied. They thought he
should be with them, in
his hometown, 2,500
miles away from me and
our three young children.

1 decided to have him
cremated and planned to
give his parents some of his
ashes. Later, however, I thought
it would be too confusing for our
children, having Daddy in two
different states, so ultimately, I
Kept his ashes with us. I figured T
would reconsider sharing his
ashes when the children are
older.

My husband’s family was so
upset, they left before the funeral
service without saying goodbye.
We didn’t hear from any of them
until his mom called months
later, saying mean and hurtful
things.

1 feel so sad for our children.
They not only lost their father,

Annie’s Mailbox

but his whole family,
too. They abandoned
us when we really
needed their support.

T know everyone
grieves differently, but
T am having a hard
time understanding
how my in-laws could
cut their grandchildren
out of their lives. They
still acknowledge spe-
cial occasions, and we
are very appreciative,
but that’s it.

— Wailing Widow

Dear Widow: Try to understand
this from your in-laws’ point of
view and imagine the devastation
of losing a child. The fact that
their son was an adult does not
diminish the pain and grief We
don’t expect you to forget, but
Pplease forgive them for their un-
kind words. They are still hurting.

Maintain whatever contact is
comfortable. Send occasional
photographs of the children, per-
haps with a short note letting
them know how the kids are
doing. We hope, with the passage
of time, that the wounds will heal
and they will become closer.

Dear Annie: Could you
please print this, so the movie and
television industry will consider
putting closed captioning on all of
their pmducuons’ There are
many, many people who are hear-
ing impaired. Going to a movie
theater is no pleasure when we
have no idea what people are
saying. I know they play the sound
very loud, but that doesn’t help
because the background noise
overwhelms the dialogue.

Those TV programs that have
captioning are truly appreciated,
and I don’t bother tuning in to
those that don’t. Help me get this
message across.

— Wisconsin Reader

Dear Wisconsin: As the
Boomers age, hearing loss will
become more common. It would
be sensible for the industry to
pay close attention to your letter.
Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to
anniesmallboc@comcastnet,or write
to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndi-
cate, STT7 W, Century Blva., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate

Dennis the Menace

\SMqé?
B\r

Sliearrs

3z

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
@M by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion
Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

facene

©2005 Tribune Media Services. Inc.
Al Rights Reserved

(BUMEE |
HONOO

FLUWOE

HONNO®

And then they
embraced Turn it

Use the
headset

WHAT THEY NEEDED
TO LISTEN TO THE
ON TAPE,

~———————

EMVOIT
7 Now arrange the circled letters
L X j to form the surprise answer, as

J | by the above cartoon.
000000/0000
000000/000000
(Answers Monday)
MORBID  ENOUGH

Jumbles TOXIN
nswer:

Yesterday's FOYER

When the judge presided over the long trial,
he ~ FOUND IT “TRYING"

Family Circus

THERE WAS
A CLOWN

©2005 81 Keans.inc
Ot by King Featuras Synd.
W familycircus.com

“A real one, or just somebody
wearing a funny suit and a
painted face?”

©Gary Larson

SN

AL NOW TURT You BN NW Y‘.

MENY ToN 1T, MY ¥oRoscoPE: 5
oNT esw AETHNG

Non Sequitur

Lok LEARNG THKT WRKT Yol

“PISUS WILSON SAYS SUE'S FUSHIN' SEVENTY.

Dos THA™ MEAN TM PUSHIN' SIX2"

The Far Side

Feb. 27, 1907: The duck-billed platypus
s Inventar

DONT WNoW CAN KILL You




PAGE 24

 STARS AND STRIPES - MIDEAST EDITION -

Saturday, March 12, 2005

SCOREBOARD

AFN TV & Radio

Saturday
AFN-Sports, 9 2.m.-NBA: Houston at Phoe-

nix @,

30 p.m.-College basketbal
Alantc'Coast Conternce oo mament duar:
tesfinal game (

s and Radio, 5:30 p.m.-College
baskecbal Conference USA campionship

AFN-Pacific, 5:30 p.m.-College basketball:
America.East Conference. championship

AFN -Atlantic, 6 p.m.-College basketball:
C championship game.

VRENpacie and Radioy 730 pm. College
basketball: Atlantic Coast Conference sem-
final doubieheader

5, 745 pan.College basketball
8ig Ten Conference. tournament semifinai
doubleheader.

'AFN-Atiantic, 8 p.m.College basketball:
Big Xl Confefence” tournament semifinal
jout

Sunday

AFN-Sgoﬂs. mldmgm Col\ege basketbal

Pac-10 Confefence championhip game,
N-P: dio, midnight-College
bﬂsﬁema\\ Aﬂar\llc 10 Conference champi-

;

AF! -Spons and Radio, 2 a.m.-College bas-
ha Big East Conference championship

rts and Radio, 4 a.m.-College bas-
ketban Moumam West Conference champi-

S —— pasketball; ig
West Conferénce championship g:
ARN-Sports, 8 am- Ao racing: Buseh Se-

p.m.-College_basketball:
Wesle(rs‘ Ayth\euc cBferance thampionship
gam

AFN-Sports,
ard round (a\a)

Sports, & p.m.-Motor racing: Crandon
In(ernaﬂona\ Sifoad Race 2 @),

Atlantic, 7 p.m.-College basketbal
Soumeaslern Conference - championship

1 pm.-Golf: Honda Classic,

i-sports and Radio, 7 p.m.-College ba
et Rante Coaat CoRiarance dham
onshipgame.
Pacifi m-Auto, racing:
le 7 Dalmler Chrv sler
-5} -Col\e%e hasketbaH:

‘pm. College basketbal

Big Ten Conference champronship game.

AFN-Radio, 9:30 p.m.-NBA: Chicago at L
i

N-Sports, 11 pam.-Collegebasketball
NCAA  Women's ~ Tournament ~ Selection
ow.

All imes are Central European Time; did in-
dicates delayed listing. Al lstings afe subx
ject to change. Visit www.myafn.net for
more information.

Baseball

Spring training glance
AMERICAN LEAGUE.

Cleveland

Tampa Bay
Texas
Detroit

Los Ang
Philadelphia
Houston
Spiit:squad_games count in ‘e

tandings; games against non-major league
e

day's games
Cincinnati 4 oo ©

)3
esota s
Cleveland (55) 3, washmgmn &

rado 11,
it cubs B seatie s
A. Angels 6, Oakland 5

_A. Angel
Kansas city 6, Milwaukee 4
ite Sox 7, Texas 2

ankees vs. Detroit at Lake\and Fla.
5ol vs, Washington at Viera, Fa.
annauelpma Vs, Cincinnati at Sarasota,
2.
Minnesota vs. Tampa Bay at St. Peters-
burg, Fla.

 Fitsburgh vs Cleveland at Winter Haven,
2.

Texas vs. LA. Angels at Tempe, Ariz.
olorado v3, Seattle at peoriz, Az,

Arizona vs. Chicago Cubs at Mesa,
Qakiand vs | Kansas 58 Srprise, Az
San Diego vs. Chicago White Sox at Tt

sonAriz

Milwakee vs. san Francisco at Scotts-
ale,

Y- Mets vs. L. Dodgers at Vero Beach,
2.

Saturday's games
Minnesota vs. Toronto at Dunedin, Fla.
Tampa Bay us. Boston at Fort Miyers, ia.

. Florida at Jupiter, Fla.
Detroit vs, : Alanta (s5) at Kigsimmee, Fl.

. n vs. Cleveland at Winter Haven,

I

L.A. Dodgers (ss) vs. Baltimore at Fort Lau-
derdale, Fla,
gL Mets (55)vs. L. Dodgers (s5)at Vero
Atlama (ss) vs. Philadelphia (ss) at Clear-

mnsnumn (s5) vs. Cincinnati (ss) at Sara-
sota, Fla.
Cincinnati,
Bradenton, F

ooy FLY. Mets (59 at Portst. Lucie

65) vs. Pitisburgh (s9) at

la.

Phiadelphia (ss) vs. NY. Vankees at
a.

Texas vs: . Seattle at Peoria, Ariz, 305 p.m.

San Diego us Arizona at Tdgson: Az
Nilwaukee vs. Cojorado at Tucson, Afiz,
Chicago White Oakland at Phoenix

Sox vs.
LA. Angels (ss) vs. Chicago Cubs at Mesa,

riz.
San Francisco (ss) vs. Kansas City at Sur-
prise, Ariz

Angels (ss) vs. San Francisco (ss) at
scotisan Ay

nday's g
I, Mets v, betrortat Lakeland, la
8Ost nesota a yers,

on vs. o la.
Y. Vankees ve. Rouston at Hsmmmee,

. Dodgers at Vero Beach, Fla.
o eane Ve e Saacors, .
Toronto vs. Tampa Bay at St. Petersburg,

tanta vs.St, Louis (55) at Jupiter, Fla.
Baltimore (ss) vs. Washington at Viera,

a.
Pittsburgh vs. Philadelphia at Clearwater,
E 51 Louis s5) us. Baltimore (s5)at Fort Lau-

Bt va. Texas at surrise, A
hicago Cubs vs. LA. Angels at Tempe,

.
akland (ss) vs. San Diego at Peoria, Ariz.
rizona (ss) vs. Milwaukee at Phoenix

Ciorado va. Chicago White Sox &t Tucson,

o
rizona (ss) vs. Qakdand (s5) at Phoenix
@ansas City vs. San Francisco at Scotts-

dale, Ariz.

College basketbal

AP Women’s Top 25 fared
Thursday

« 1 Slanlord (29-2) did not p\ay Next: NCAA

o

ot play. Next: TBA.
Tennessee AP N e Next:
NCAA tour

o2t Wisconsin ereen Bay (27-3) did not
(CAA tournament.
PBE e (zz 9) did not play. Next: NCAA
tournament

Thursday’s women’s scores
TOURNAMENTS

Boston U. 63, M
Hertord47, Nor(heasiem 3

. Albany N.Y. 48
ham

Georgia scom
SRR Beimont

Troy 5, Florida A(Izrmc 57
UCF 65, Mer

s

Baylor 58, Texas Tech 57

Kansas St. 72, Texas 69
Big Sky Conference

Idaho St.82, E. washmgmnss
N. Arizona 67, Sacra t

Rour

s Nothridge 2, UC Riverside 58, 0T

idaho 63, UC Irvirie 50
lonial Athieti Association

Delaware 7
Drexe s, Geore vason 4
James Madison 71, Towson 66
Old Dominion 87, Hofstra 63
Mid-Eastert Athetic Conference

Florida AgM 47 Delaware S

Foward s M. Esstern Share 12
Missouri Valley Conference

s

Drake 61, Creighton 44

inois 5. 61 W Missouri st. 57

Indiana St. 83, Bradley 59

N.lowa 58, E

Gardinal smmn ss Taylor 41
0, W. Baptist 58
Bomee ey

o
Evangel 54 Roberts Wesleyan 38
Holy Names 64, S. Dakota Tech 60

78, Warr n
Sterling 69, Brevard College 62

College baseball

Thursday’s scores

SOUTH
Coll. of N.J. 6-11, St. Joseph's,
Forida Miemational o, Buanioacs

or
William Carey 147, Pace 46

T
Oklahoma &5 Oxla homa Baptist 5-12
Sostonst, Jerass

ARW

5, New Mexi
o 4 ol s pucblo 3.4
Washington 19, Pacific 12

raeme McDowell 5
yuil -
har\es Warren 65—

o R
aniel Chop
ameron Beckman

LRBBRY
TTTTTT

im Petrovi %
sson Bohn &
ndrew Magee -
n Gillis -
ig Parry -
/aughn Taylor &
art Bryan -
cott McCarron .
reg Owen -
att Kuchar %
john Cook -
john Elliott %
ar Pettersson 5.
anny Briggs 6-
eff Hart 5
Billy Mayfair 5
occo Mediate 6
gilvi
i Riley 75
im Carter
tark Brooks
i

.. Lewis
réd Couples
rian

o
AN A N A A A RO AR AR AR AR A AN

R
i
bt

3973 +

3573 +

3873 +

3773 +

larrison Frazar - +,
ott Hend - +]
im Clark 3713 +
idemichi Tanaka 3873 +
dd Fischer - +]
en Curtis - +
eoff Ogilvy 3773 +
lark Calcavecchia - +
lark Hensby - +]
b Rashell - +]
Day & +

leal Lancaster - +]
riny i - +
jay Williamson x 4
adraig Harrington 8- +]

Kevin johnson 8- +

Qatar Masters
At I)aha Gnlrﬁoulse

Doha, Qatar

huse: $1.8 milion
e: 7.311; Par: 12
ond Round

ent.
. North Caroiin (27-3) did ot play. Next: Richard Green, A Ausmha -135
NCAA tournament Golf Plerre Fulke, —136
Dk (389 did not play. obert Kar3son, Swe 67136
Bayior (26:9) beat No. N orae ech Honda Cl Gr:mﬁrnﬂbrgﬁchﬂnl Tha\lﬂnd —gg
5657, Next: Vs No- 17 Kansas State, S onma assic R e i
Michigan state 28:3)did ot pay. Next: 2y 10—
NCAA tour (@) play: Mlhecoumryclugal Mirasol, Rricn Atwal, | 69— 139
" Ohio State (28:4)did not play. Next: TBA Niclas Fasin, Sweden —139
Rutgers (25°6) did not play. Next: TBA. n . Fla. Ricardo Gonzalez, Argentina -70-139
Notre Dame (269 cid not play. Next Anthony Kang, Unites States -139
. g 3 (36-36) Arou Fraser, Austrana 71-140
1. Texas (21-8) lost to No. 17 Kansas State First hound Maarten Lafeber, Netherlands 6971140
72:69, Next: TBA. chad Campbell 3030-64 -8 Barry Lane, Englan 691
12. Minnesota (24-7) did not play. Next: ~ Brett Wetterich 3234-66 -6 Henrik Stenson, Sweden -
A Jesper Parnevik 323567 5 Paul Broadhurst, England
13. Connecticut (23-7) did not play. Next: ~ Aaron Baddele, 353368 -4 Robert Coles Englan
(CAR tournament, Woody Austin 333568 4 Clay Devers, United States
oty Toxas Tech (22-7) lost to No. 6 Baylor ~ Nick Watne 3236-68 -4 Nick Doughérty, Englan
pere: $3i-60 -3 Christopher Harel, Sweden
52T empie (31-3) did ot play. Next: NCAA  Brad Faxon 335-69 3 Miguel Angel Martin, Spain
tournament. in Na 338 3 Nobhio Sato, apan
16. DePaul (25-4) did not play. Next: vs. ~ Alex Celk 335-69 3 Miles Tunniclif, England
A Jason Allred 3360 3 Emiel Sout Aica
17, Kansas state (23) beat No. 1 Texas  Charle Anders Hansen, Denmark
72:69. Next: v aturt James Driscoll Soren Hansen, benmark
13w Stve (3.6 G ot oy Next: vs.  Robert Allenby Thongchal Jaidee, Thailand
Justin Rose 3460 3 James Kingston, Tnalland
19 Vanderbilt (22:6) did not play. Next: ~ Lee Janz 3633-69 3
Todd Hamilton 3438-69 3 paul McGinley Irelang
20, North Carolina State (21-6) did not Billy Andrade 23168 3 Andrew pits, Unted States 6974143
play. Nex b Estes 3336-69 3 Paul Lawrie, Scotland 70741
21/ Georgia (22.9)did ot lay. Next: T8, Sean O'Halr 38 3 oo waies 272-144
22, Penn State (15+10) did not play. Next:  Skip Kendal 3535-70 2 Rolf Muniz, Netherlan 71731
A N Tom Pernice, Jr. BRI 5 e o e 7173-144
23, Boston College (19-9) did not play.  Robert D: 3%634-10 2 d Not Qualify
Next: TBA, Rod Pampling 3436-70 2 sandy Lyle, Scotland 7377150
A AOA'«N Y\M’-\ngm?gwu %O:wACH,LgLLKETO&NKABwT
WAY BY THESE INCREDIBLE NUMEES
T,,’ﬁ w;uzo;m- Yo TRRVEL 0 56% G0 it
INE EVER seau Th\eg vawm AMAz\Me m‘l
THeY SPeND

Does 50 GEALY EXPECT ANONE
ON THE NCAA FIRAL-FOUR SELECTION
COMMITTEE 10 BE UP AT THREE

0'CLOCK IN THE MORNING?

Tennis

Pacific Life Open

illion (Tier
surface: Nard-ouldoor

o

First Roun

Sesi Karatantcheva, Bulgaria, def. War-

lene Weingartner, Germany, 0,62,
Antonella Serra Zanet, \ta\y, ot Barvora

O Vooneons
Marrerg, Spal
/a Bedanova, Czech Repubhc def.Kveta
peschke, Czoch Repul

Ludmila Cervanova, S\ovak\a def. Anasta-
siya Yakimova, Belarus,

Alyona Bondarenko, Ukrame def. Katarina
Srebotnik. Slovena, 64, 56,

Jessica Kirkland, Umtcd States, def. Galina
Voskoboeva,

Emile Lok, France, ef. Petra Mandula,

South Korea, def. Marta

zova, Ukraine, def. Emman-
uelle Gagliardi, Switzerland, 7-6 (4), 6

ngela Hayries, United States, ik Wara
santangelo, tal

Maria Sanchez I.orer\xo, Spain, def. Clau-
dine Schaul, Luxembol

Thosny Lecaters, Snited Siates, def.
Michaela Pastikova, Czech Republic, 26, 62,

Jil Craybas, United States, def. Alexa
Glateh, United States, 61,62,
i Cicliipublc det Mos-
honaasington, Uked Sites, 15 a5 0
e e, Lunambours, et Al Kiey-

nia, def. Akiko Morigami,

Thursday’s transactions
N

n League
Named Stump Mer-

Il Speci actiStant 1o e Geacral ranag:
RHP

Sotmivark Snrcwl and INF Ferdin Tejeda to
their minor league

tormson, R and LHP Jar
Biomag to theit minor \eague camp.
TEXAS_RANGERS—Assigned LHP

DAk S5 Joadum Arias Hb Shane Batse]
e ras, LAF Michacl Tejera and €

minor league
MeGowan to Syracuse of the L

Camp. Optionett AHP DU

ation:
ATLANTA BRAVES- Assigned Rup Daniel
Curts, RHP Gonzalo

a

Francoeur to their minor league
camy f Optioned OF Ol Joseph to Nississip-
pi of the Southern League.

ETS, Optioned oF Wayne
Lydon to their minor league car

NationalBxskathall Assoclation
NEW YORK' KNICKS~Signed G Jermaine
Jackson to a second 10-
‘Women's National Basketball ‘Assoc
ARLOTTE STING—Named Fred Chmiel
aslstant coaeh,
‘American Basketball Association
ABA—Granted_expansion_franchises ts
Austin, Texas; Charleston, 5.C:
acleonutle, Fla; Mexico, C\
Myers, Fla.; Portlan
Sabarvan Ca s egi by m the Sobe0e
n.

FOOTBALL
National Football League
CAROLINA PANTHERS-Signed S Marlon
McCree to a one-vear contract.
CINCINNATI. BENGALS—Terminated ~the
contract of S Rogers Becke
DENVER BRONCOS. Extreised their right
of first refusal on the New York Jets contract
offer to TE Jeb Putzier. Re-signed C-TE Mike
ach.
GREEN BAY PACKERS_Releascd S Darren
sharper Walved TE Sparky
oRCEANS SANTS. Ligned T shad
MEler to g - year onach
'SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS—Signed K Joe Ned-
ney to a one-year contract.
ue
OL-DL Zach
k.

hnathan

(CAA—Placed Tex n probation
for three years for violations involving im-
permissbl financial aicand excessive prac-

med Sim Turmer offensive

MAnlsnu—signed Mickey Mat-

LOUISVILLE- Named Sarah Popper wom-

en's assistant soccer coach.
MOREHEAD STATE- | Reass\gned Laura Lit-
etball coach. Released

Hammock running backs coach.
SAN DIEGO— Announced the. retirement of
Judy Malone, women's basketball coach.
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Schilling to attend congressional hearing

BY RONALD BLUM
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Curt Schilling plans to at-
tend next week’s congressional hearing on
steroid use in baseball, becoming the first
current player to agree to testify before the
panel.

Speaking at Boston’s spring training
camp in Fort Myers, Fla., the Red Sox ace
said Friday that he has “nothing” to offer
the panel.

“I'm still real confused as to why I was
put in this group and why there are others
players that aren’t in this group,” Schilling
said.

The commissioner’s office has said it
will fight the subpoenas, which also were is-
sued to Jason Giambi, Sammy Sosa, Frank
Thomas and Rafael Palmeiro. Former play-
ers Jose Canseco and Mark McGwire also
were summoned for the March 17 hearing
of House Government Reform Committee
along with three management officials and
union head Donald Fehr.

Canseco asked Thursday for immunity if
he’s to testify fully before the committee,
but a spokesman for the lawmaker who
will chair the proceeding offered no prom-
ises.

Another House panel on Thursday held
the first of what it said could be a series of
hearings on the subject, with several con-
gressmen chastising baseball for what one
called its “extremely weak” drug-testing
program. The subcommittee chairman
said all major U.S. sports leagues should
‘work toward uniform steroid penalties.

(Canseco seeking immunity for testimony

Canseco

Schilling

“I don’t think it’s grandstanding,” New
York Yankees player representative Mike
Mussina said. “I think in light of what's hap-
pened the last year or so maybe, people are
looking for some answers. The public
wants to get some answers, so they're try-
ing to find some answers.”

Canseco, the 1988 AL MVP, has admit-
ted using performance-enhancing drugs
and his best-selling book accuses several
stars of steroid use.

“We've asked for immunity,” said
Canseco’s lawyer, Robert Saunooke. “We
hope they give it to us. We're still going to
show up even if we have no immunity and
offer whatever testimony we can that does
not expose Jose to legal lability.”

David Marin, a spokesman for commit-
tee chairman Tom Davis, said: “At this
point, there are no plans to offer immunity
to any witness.”

Henry Waxman, the committee’s rank-
ing Democrat, said he would not be op-
posed to immunity. He sees the hearing as
a chance to find out about the role of ste-
roids in the majors and to address the ef-
fect on young athletes, not to expose wheth-
er individual players uaed the drugs.

“With all the reports we've had in the
past decade — Major League Baseball has
refused to investigate,” Waxman said.
“Now with the great interest in the subject
because of Jose Canseco’s book, and peo-
ple who said they did and did not use ste-
roids, it's brought things to a head.”

Players were in the process of hiring law-
yers and deciding whether to act jointly or
individually.

McGwire’s spokesman, Marc Altieri,
said his client hasn’t decided whether to ap-
pear. Thomas, at spring training in Arizo-
na, said: “If it happens, I'll go. It's not a
problem.”

Also summoned were union head
Donald Fehr, baseball executive vice presi-
dents Rob Manfred and Sandy Alderson,
and San Diego General Manager Kevin
Towers. Fehr and Manfred will appear;
Towers said Thursday he wasn’t sure.

On Wednesday, baseball lawyer Stanley
Brand said the committee had no jurisdic-
tion and was interfering with a San Fran-
cisco federal grand jury investigation in-
volving steroids. Davis and Waxman re-

sponded Thursday, sending Brand a letter
stating “your legal analysis is flawed. ..
Any failure to comply with the committee’s
subpoenas would be unwise and irresponsi-
ble.”

No players were invited to Thursday’s
Energy and Commerce Committee hear-
ing, where chairman Joe Barton said his
panel might issue subpoenas for commis-
sioners of the major sports leagues.

Barton said use of performance-enhanc-
ing drugs is tainting sports, noting that as
San Francisco Giants slugger Barry Bonds
pursues the career home run record there
are questions about whether he’s been
aided by steroids.

Waxman said Bonds, who wouldn’t com-
ment Thursday, wasn’t among the players
asked to appear because “the feeling was
that if he were invited, all the attention
would go to Barry Bonds and would dis-
tract from the overall mission of the hear-

In Fort Myers, six to 12 players on the
World Series champion Boston Red Sox
were tested for steroids Thursday. Players
from several other teams already have
been tested under the tougher program
baseball and players agreed to in January
under pressure from Congress. The agree-
ment, which has not been finalized, calls
for 10-day suspensions for first-time of-
fenders.

AP sports witers Howard Fendrich in Washington,
Mike Fitz; . Janie McCaule
SCotSales i, Howard Uman i Fort Myer, .
and Bernie Wilson in San Diego contributed to this

Cubs’ Prior makes g
first start of spring

The Associated Press

Mark Prior gave the Cubs some
good news on the day ace Kerry
Wood went back to Chicago to
have his right shoulder exam-

The Cincinnati Reds and St.
Louis Cardi-
nals were all
smiles  after
stars Ken
Griffey Jr. and

P
training
roundup

took their first

swings in spring training games.

Prior, slated to be the Cubs’ No.
2 starter behind Wood, gave up a
run and four hits in three innings
in a 5-3 victory over the Seattle
Mariners on Thursday.

Wood, meanwhile, returned to
Chicago for tests on his pitching
shoulder. A day earlier, he cut
short his start after feeling tight-
ness. Wood had an MRI before
heading home.

“He’s such a valuable commodi-
ty,” Cubs manager Dusty Baker
said.

Wood missed two months last
season because of tendinitis in his
right triceps. He was sidelined
for the 1999 season after elbow
ligament replacement surgery.

“After what happened last
year, this is just precautionary,”
Baker said. “It was just a matter
of him going back and seeing our
team doctor. Right now, it's noth-
ing. We just decided to do this for
a precautionary sake.”

The Cubs are being cautious
with Prior this spring because
last season he didn’t pitch until

Chicago Cubs starter Mark Prior
delivers in the first inning against
the Seattle Mariners on Thursday.

June 4. A month after he returned
from the right Achilles’ tendinitis
injury, Prior missed a start in
July with discomfort in his pitch-
ing elbow.

Prior didn’t have any nagging
thoughts about getting  injured
this season.

“Sometimes things creep up,
but you can’t worry about it,” he
said. “You definitely don’t want to
see anybody get hurt. You want to
see the best guys out there, you
want to play the best and you
want to be at your best.”

At Sarasota, Fla., Griffey hit a
sharp liner directly into first base-
man Carlos Pena’s glove in his
first at-bat of the spring.

“I said to him, ‘T haven't had a
base hit since July, you could
have let that one go by, ” Griffey
said.

Actually, Griffey’s last hit was
on Aug. 4, and his final game of

AP

Cincinnati Reds designated hitter Ken Griffey Jr. grounds out in his first at-bat of the spring training season
on Thursday. The Reds received permission to use Griffey as a designated hitter at home games this spring.

2004 was two days later. Griffey
has been sidelined by serious inju-
ries each of the last four seasons.
He had surgery Aug. 16 to reat-
tach his torn right hamstring.

In his second and last at-bat of
the Reds’ 4-3 win over the Detroit
Tigers, Griffey walked.

“We just wanted to get him two
at-bats the first time out of the
chute,” Reds manager Dave
Miley said. “Tomorrow we’ll
shoot for three.”

At Jupiter, Fla., Walker was hit-
less in two at-bats and played
four innings in the Cardinals’ 4-2
victory over the Houston Astros.

Walker was limited since the
start of spring training by lower
back soreness, but said he proba-
bly could have played four days
earlier.

“I felt great,” Walker said. “Got
a couple of balls hit to me, so I
was able to move. And I hit the
ball all right my first time up. I
felt comfortable, felt all right.”

At Phoenix, Ben Sheets, who
had offseason back surgery, made
his spring debut and pitched a
scoreless inning in the Milwaukee
Brewers’ 6-4 loss to the Kansas
City Royals. Scheduled to throw
one inning or 25 pitches, Sheets

needed just 12 pitches to retire
the side in the first.

At Fort Myers, Fla., Scott Erick-
son improved his bid for the No. 5
spot in the Los Angeles Dodgers’
rotation with four strong innings
in their 2-1 win over the Boston
Red Sox.

The 37-year-old Erickson had
his third straight solid outing, al-
lowing one run and two hits while
striking out five and walking one.
In nine innings of spring training,
he’s allowed one run and three
hits with six strikeouts and two
walks. The only run he allowed
Thursday came on Manny
Ramirez’s second homer.
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Miller poised to be
king of the slopes

After winning World Cup super-G crown,
American on verge of taking overall title

The Associated Press

LENZERHEIDE, Switzerland
— Bode Miller tied with Ameri-
can teammate Daron Rahlves to
win the final super-G of the sea-
son on Friday, virtually wrapping
up the overall World Cup title.

Miller increased his overall
World Cup lead to 184 points over
Benjamin Raich of Austria, who
finished 11th in Friday’s race.

It was Miller’s first World Cup
victory since a slalom at Sestri-
ere, Italy, on Dec. 13, and it ended
Hermann Maier’s pursuit of the
World Cup super-G title.

The Austrian started the day
with a 54-point lead over Miller in
the super-G standings. Miller and
Maier were the final two skiers
down the course.

After Miller finished even with
Rahlves in 1 minute, 10.24 sec-
onds, Maier needed top-three fin-
ish to secure the title. He was
ninth.

“I really had my heart set on
that,” said Miller, who became
the first American to win the
super-G title since the discipline
was introduced in 1986. “It was
matter of Hermann more than
me. I did my part and then all I
could do was watch him. He
made a mistake in the middle and
that was it.”

Miller, who finished 17 points
ahead of Maier in the final
super-G standings, said he was
helped by a course report from
Rahlves, who won his first race of
the season.

“I put down an amazingly ag-
gressive run today,” Rahlves said.

Sports briefs

In the overall standings, Miller
leads Raich 1,528 points to 1,344.

The only way Miller can lose
the overall title is if Raich wins
the remaining two races — Satur-
day’s giant slalom and Sunday’s
slalom — and the American fin-
ishes outside the top 15 both days.

“There are still 200 points up
for grabs,” Miller said. “It’s never
over until it's mathematically
over. Benni can win both events,
so I need to ski well.”

Miller is bidding to become the
first American to win an overall
title since Phil Mahre and Tama-
ra McKinney in 1983.

Dorfmeister wins super-G title

LENZERHEIDE, Switzerland
— Austria’s Michaela Dorfmeis-
ter won the final super giant sla-
lom of the season on Friday, cap-
turing the World Cup title in the
discipline.

Sweden’s Anja Paerson extend-
ed her lead over Croatia’s Janica
Kostelic in the overall standings
with a third-place finish.

Dorfmeister, the 2001-02 over-
all winner, won the giant slalom
title in 1999 and 2000 and the
downhill crown in 2003.

Lindsey Kildow of the United
States placed fourth on Friday
and finished third in the super-G
standings.

Paerson leads Kostelic by 89
points with Saturday’s slalom and
Sunday’s giant slalom remaining.
Victories are worth 100 points.
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First player arrested
in German soccer scandal

FRANKFURT, Germany — A
third-division soccer player sus-
pected of helping to rig a game
and threatening a witness was ar-
rested Friday in Germany’s
game-fixing scandal.

Steffen Karl, a player for Chem-
nitz, became the first player to be
arrested since the scandal broke
in January. He was held on suspi-
cion of fraud, plotting a crime and
coercion, according to a_state-
ment by a district court in Berlin.

is the first American to win the World Cup super-G
ine was introduced in 1986. With a 184-point lead
poised to become the first Ameri-
il Mahre and Tamara McKinney in '83.

In addition to allegedly helping
fix a game in May 2004, Karl is
suspected of offering a bribe to
the goalkeeper of another club to
fix a second-division game. The
goalkeeper refused and reported
receiving threats.

Karls arrest came one day
after a second referee, Dominik

ks, was ordered held in inves-
tigative custody on suspicion of
fixing three games.

Berlin prosecutors are investi-
gating 25 people, including 14
players and four referees, on sus-
picion of manipulating at least 10
games, mostly in lower divisions.

Five-time winner withdraws from Iditarod

BY RACHEL D’ORO

The Associated Press

ANCHORAGE, Alaska — Rick Swenson, the
only five-time winner of the Iditarod Trail Sled
Dog Race, dropped out of the running Thurs-
day — the first time he’s abandoned the
1,100-mile trek to Nome in 29 years on the trail.

The S4-year-old musher from Two Rivers,
Alaska, officially withdrew after returning to
the checkpoint at McGrath, 722 miles from the
finish line. Swenson told race managers he was
concerned about the well-being of his dogs.

“He said they weren’t running as well as he
wanted them to,” race marshal Mark Nord-
man said.

Norwegian Robert Sorlie was the first mush-
er to arrive early Thursday at the checkpoint
in the ghost town of Iditarod — considered the
halfway point.

For getting there first, the 47-year-old fire-
fighter received $4,000 in gold nuggets. Sorlie,
of Hurdal, also was the first musher to reach
the halfway point when he won the race in
2003 in 9 days, 15 hours and 47 minutes.

Sorlie’s hold on the lead was tenuous be-
cause other top mushers have already satis-
fied the mandatory 24-hour rest period. That
could shake up the standings over the next

Rachael Scdoris, a 20-year-old from Bend,
Ore., is trying to become the first blind mush-
er to complete the 1,100-mile Iditarod. She
was near the back of the pack on Thursday.

day. Mushers are also required to take two
eight-hour layovers.

Sorlie and other leaders — including
four-winner Martin Buser of Big Lake, defend-
ing champion Mitch Seavey of Seward and
three-time winner Jeff King of Denali Park —
‘were expected to take their 24-hour rests at
the Iditarod checkpoint, 590 miles from Nome.

Sorlie would not be able to leave Iditarod

until early Friday morning, freeing up the
trail for mushers who have gotten their
24-hour rests out of the way.

They include Aliy Zitkle of Two Rivers, a
former winner of the Yukon Quest Internation-
al Sled Dog Race, 2005 Quest winner Lance
Mackey of Kasilof and four-time Iditarod win-
ner Doug Swingley of Lincoln, Mont.

Swenson took his required 24-hour rest at
McGrath, then traveled 18 miles to the Takot-
na checkpoint, arriving shortly before 7 a.m.
Thursday, race officials said. He dropped off
one of his dogs, then headed for Ophir — 25
miles away — with 12 dogs.

Mushers start the race with 16 dogs and
must end it with at least five.

On the trail, Swenson decided to turn back
to McGrath, a busy hub where he could trans-
port his dogs home quicker, Iditarod spokes-
man Chas St. George said.

“He’s the kind of guy who hates to quit, so
his decision was baﬁe on what’s in the best in-
terest of his team,” he said.

Another top musher withdrew from compe-
tition late Wednesday.

Zack Steer of Sheep Mountain was in eighth
place when he scratched at the Ophir check-
point, about 475 miles into the race. Steer,
whose pregnant wife is due later this month,
cited personal reasons for dropping out.

Campbell
fires 64
in chilly
Florida

The Associated Press

PALM BEACH GARDENS,
Fla. — Chad Campbell warmed
up as the weather did.

The burly Texan overcame a
slow start in chilly, windy condi-
tions  Thursday
to shoot an
8-under-par 64
and take a
two-stroke lead
after the open-
ing round of the Honda Classic.

Campbell began on the back
nine shortly after 7 am. EST,
when temperatures were in the
50s, and bogeyed Nos. 10 and 16.
He holed a 70-yard shot on the
par-5 17th for eagle, then followed
with six birdies on the front nine.

Half of the 144-player field at
the Country Club at Mirasol fin-
ished before noon. Among those
early starters, only Campbell shot
better than 69, a reflection of the
conditions.

“We were joking that maybe
they let him on the member
course,” said Davis Love III, who
was happy to shoot 71.

Alone in second place at 66 was
Brett Wetterich, playing 10 min-
utes from his home in Jupiter. Jes-
per Parnevik, another Jupiter res-
ident and the 2001 champion,
shot 67 three days after turning
40. Both players benefited from
mild afternoon weather.

The sky was clear all day, but
winds exceeded 15 mph at the
start, and with the grass still
spongy from daylong rain Wednes-
day, the 7,468-yard course played
long. Campbell said he geared
himself for a tough day.

“It was freezing,” he said. “It
got better, though. The first six or
seven holes I was trying to be pa-
tient. Then I holed that shot at 17,
which was my eighth hole and
kind of got thmgs going.”

Campbell played the final 11
holes in 8 under.

“That has to be one of the best
rounds this year, because I was
pleased with my 67, Parnevik
said.

At 68 were Woody Austin, Nick
Watney and Aaron Baddeley,
who has finished in the top 10 in
his past two starts. A group of 14
players at 69 included defending
champion Todd Hamilton, Lee
Janzen, Brad Faxon and
21-year-old Kevin Na, the young-
est player on the tour.

Vijay Singh, playing his first
round since he fell to No. 2 in the
world rankings, shot 71. Singh,
the only player among the top six
in the world entered in this event,
cannot regain the No. 1 ranking
this week.

Els still seven back in Qatar

DOHA, Qatar — Richard
Green of Australia shot 4-under
68 Friday to take a one-stroke
lead over Swedes Pierre Fulke
and Robert Karlsson after the sec-
ond round of the Qatar Masters.

Ernie Els, the only top-50 play-
er in the field, bounced back with
a 69 after an opening 73 but re-
mained seven strokes off the lead.

Golf

roundup
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Favre returning
for 2005 season

Packers QB tells coach of decision,
based on wife’s improving health

BY ARNIE STAPLETON

The Associated Press

For months, Green Bay Pack-
ers fans have worried about Brett
Favre’s future, wondering wheth-
er the three-time MVP was going
to return or retire.

They got delightful news Thurs-
day when coach Mike Sherman

Sherman said he had a
two-hour conversation with his
quarterback on Wednesday mght
Favre informed him his wife is
doing well in her cancer treat-
ment, so he’s planning to play at
least one more season, maybe
more if his health holds up.

Favre said after the Packers’
playoff loss to Minnesota in Janu-
ary he wanted to reflect before

told The Press that
Favre will play in 2005 — and
maybe beyond — because his

wife’s recovery from breast can-
cer is going so well.

As word spread across the
NFL, Wisconsin Gov. Jim Doyle
chimed in, issuing a statement of
gratitude.

“Like all Packers fans, I am
thrilled that Brett Favre will be re-
turning to action next season for
the green and gold,” Doyle said.
“He is probably the greatest quar-
terback of all time, and as long as
he’s around, the Packers will al-
ways be contenders.

“On behalf of Packer fans ev-
erywhere, 1 thank Brett Favre
today for giving us one more rea-
son to cheer.”

to playing a 15th NFL
season following a year of person-
al tumult.

His wife, Deanna, was diag-
nosed with her illness in October,
a week after the death of her
24-year-old brother in an ATV ac-
cident on the quarterback’s prop-

erty in Mississippi.

And Favre was still dealing
with the stunning news of Reggie
White’s death on the day after
Christmas, which came about a
year after the death of Favre’s fa-
ther, Irv, from a heart attack.

“After the season, he just need-
ed to think about some things,”
Sherman said.

“Any man would have to con-
template his future when his wife
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In 2004, Green Bay Packers quarterback Brett Favre passed for more
than 4,000 yards and recorded his eighth 30-touchdown season.

is fighting cancer. It's not like he
had to work to make money. He
didn’t want to be a part-time hus-
band and a part-time football play-
er. It came down to his wife. If
she’s not healthy, it’s obviously a
different ballgame. But now she’s
doing good. She wants him to
play.”

It never was a question of di-
minished ability because, even at
35, Favre is still near the top of
his game.

He exceeded 4,000 yards pass-
ing last season and had his eighth
30-touchdown season, twice as
many as any quarterback in NFL
history, and the Packers set fran-
chise records for total offense and
net yards passing in 2004.

“He’s always been excited
about playing football,” Sherman
said. “He’s never lost his enthusi-
asm for the game. It's just his fam-
ily situation was pulling at him.”

Deanna Favre has completed
her chemotherapy and is undergo-
ing radiation treatment.

The Favres are helping puton a
Faith Hill concert back home Sat-
urday night to benefit breast can-
cer patients. Favre is scheduled
to appear at the Packers’ inaugu-
ral fan fest that morning in Green
Bay, where he’s sure to get a rous-
ing welcome for his decision to
stick around.

“As long as he can play at a
Brett Favre level, he will,” Sher-
man said, “unless some situation
off the ﬁeld outside of footba].l af-
fects him or his family.

Report: Tice
says he sold
his tickets to
Super Bowl

The Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS — Minnesota

Vikings coach Mike Tice acknowl-

edged scalping some of his per-

sonal Super Bowl ticket allotment

last month in violation of NFL

rules, according to a published re-
port.

P probably shouldn’t have sold
my tickets,” Tice told SLcom in a
report posted on the Web site
Thursday night. “I made a mis-
take. I regret it. Tll never do it
again. I'm going to be in trouble.
Tl probably get slapped with a
big fine.”

The revelation came two days
after SL.com first reported that
Tice was being investigated for al-
legedly heading up a ticket-scalp-
ing operation within the Vikings
organization.

Tice did not immediately re-
turn a phone message left late

Thursday by The Associated
Press.
The NFL  acknowledged

Wednesday that it is looking into
allegations that Tice scalped
Super Bowl tickets. Tice earlier
confirmed to the AP that he had
met with league security officials,
but declined to elaborate.
According to SI.com, Tice told
NFL security investigators that
he scalped part of his allotment of
12 tickets to this year’s Super
wl.

Jets sign QB Fiedler
to back up Pennington

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — The New York
Jets signed Jay Fiedler on Friday,
hoping the quarterback can pro-
vide experience and depth be-
hind Chad Pennington.

Fiedler, who will be entering
his 10th season, visited the team
at its Hempstead complex Thurs-
day and the sides started negotiat-

ing. He received a five-year deal
w1th $1.3 million guaranteed, in-
cluding a $500,000 signing bonus,
according to his agent, Brian

vy.

Pennington is recovering from
surgery on his right rotator cuff,
and the Jets had no intention of
bringing back Quincy Carter.
Brooks Bollinger was the No. 3
quarterback last season, but is en-
tering his third year in the league
and needs more seasoning.

Fiedler, 33, spent the last five
seasons with the Miami Dolphins
and took considerable criticism
as the successor to Dan Marino.

In five seasons with the Dol-
phins, Fiedler was 36-23 as a start-
er, throwing for 11,040 yards and
66 touchdown, with 63 intercep-
tions.

On Thursday:

B The New York Giants said in
a news release that they pulled
back their offer to free agent wide
receiver Plaxico Burress, an an-
nouncement almost never made
in the NFL.

Burress’ agent said the player
had rejected the team.

NFL roundup

“The Giants made us an offer,
we rejected, they upped their
offer, we rejected it again, and
that’s when they said they had to
rescind the deal,” Michael Harri-
son told The Associated Press,
saying Burress would next visit
Minnesota.

W Denver matched the New
York Jets’ offer sheet to tight end
Jed Putzier, a restricted free
agent. Putzier, who averaged 15.9
yards per catch last year on 36 re-
ceptions, will get $12.5 million
over five years, with a $2.5 mil-
lion signing bonus.

W The Green Bay Packers re-
leased two-time Pro Bowl safety
Darren Sharper to trim $3.4 mil-
lion off their salary cap and avoid
having to pay him a $2.6 million
roster bonus this weekend. The
team tried to get Sharper to re-
structure his deal, but he balked
at a pay cut, hoping he can make
more on the open market than the
approximately $2 million Green
Bay was offering for 200S.

M The Raiders re-signed guard
Ron Stone just a week after waiv-
ing him in a salary cap maneuver.
Stone, a three-time Pro Bowler,
started only five games for the
Raiders last season while slowed
by an injured left knee.

AP

Former Miami Dolphins QB Jay
Fiedler, above, signed a five-year
deal Friday to back up Chad Pen-
nington for the New York Jets.

W Veteran kicker Joe Nedney,
who missed nearly all the last two
seasons with injuries, signed with
San Francisco.

W Philadelphia safety/kick re-
turner J.R. Reed may not be
ready for training camp after in-
juring his leg in a freak accident
last month. Reed cut the back of
his knee while jumping over a
fence near his home in Tampa,
Fla., and damaged a nerve that af-
fects the use of his lower leg and
foot.

He had surgery March 1, and
his status is uncertain.

W Carolina signed safety Mar-
lon McCree, who played last sea-
son for Houston. He will back up
Mike Minter and Colin Branch.

M Brad Johnson, who quarter-
backed Tampa Bay to the 2002
NFL championship, worked out
for the Bears.

Roush drivers on top, bottom
as Nextel Cup rolls into Vegas

BY JENNA FRYER
The Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — Kurt Busch is
back in his hometown with a
championship trophy and the
Nextel Cup points lead. What's
he’s learned is that neither gets
him very far.

city, so it
takes a lot
for people to
get excited,”
he said. “But
the times I
have
back,
have  been
some  spoils
and it's nice
to be able to enjoy them, and for
my friends and family to get some
of that special treatment.”

A victory at Las Vegas Motor
Speedway would certainly get
him a little more red-carpet treat-
ment, and add Busch’s name to
the list of Roush Racing drivers
who have won the UAW-Daimler-
Chrysler 400.

Roush drivers have won five of
the seven Nextel Cup races here,
but series champion Busch isn’t
one of them. His ninth-place fin-
ish last season is his only Top 10
in four career starts here.

It could be the pressure.

“Every time we go to Las Vegas
it’s like my own Daytona 500 with
all of the media and family and

Kurt Busch

friends and the sheer excitement
of the city and being back at
home,” Busch said.

But crew chief Jimmy Fennig
is determined to help his driver
leave a winner.

“This race means a lot to Kurt
and the whole team is excited
about going back out to Vegas,”
Fennig said. “We've never run as
well here as we’ve wanted to, and
we came out here to test last
month and learned a few things
that hopefully can pay off for us
this weekend.”

Busch’s toughest competition
could come from his own camp,
with teammate Matt Kenseth will
be looking for a trifecta. The 2003
series champion has won the past
two Las Vegas races.

Kenseth isn’t feeling too confi-
dent about another Sunday.

“Just because you've had suc-
cess in the past definitely doesn’t
guarantee it for this time or the
next time,” Kenseth said.

Luck has definitely not been on
Kenseth’s side this season.

Known for consistency and a
knack for being near the front of
the pack at the end of most races,

enseth has instead found him-
self way back in the field in the
season’s first two events.

A blown motor led to a
next-to-last place finish in the sea-
son-opening Daytona 500, and he
was 26th at California.

Now Kenseth, in the top 10 in
points for 71 consecutive weeks
at the start of this season, is 36th
in the standings.
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After watching her race in the Toyota Atlantic series for the past two years, Bobby Rahal brought 22-year-old
Danica Patrick, above, up to IRL as a teammate to Indianapolis 500 champion Buddy Rice and Vitor Meira.
Patrick suffered a concussion in the opener, but should be ready for the IRL’s next race on March 19.

Danica’s dream

Team Rahal’s Patrick, only female driver
in IRL in 05, out to prove she’s a winner

BY MIKE HARRIS

The Associated Press

HOMESTEAD, Fla. — Danica Patrick gazed at an
artsy media guide photo of fellow IRL driver Tomas
Scheckter with his shirt off, and chuckled.

“I have no problem with that,” said Patrick, who
has done some pmvocaﬁve — but clothed — posing
of her own in men’s magazine FHM. “This is just the
kind of stuff that you have to do to help promote the
sport. And then they let us race.”

Racing is without question the most important
thing for the petite 22-year-old, the only woman com-
peting in the IRL’s IndyCar Series this year.

It's a big step for Patrick,
moving up to Team Rahal
as teammate to Indianapo-
lis 500 champion Buddy
Rice and Vitor Meira. She
spent the last two years in
the Toyota Atlantic series,
where she won a pole and

ran  competitively but
didn’t win a race.
Team owner Bobby

Rahal, a former Indy win-
ner and three-time champi-
on in the CART series, said
it was the right time for the
promotion.

“My view was that anoth-
er year of Formula Atlantic
would have done nothing
for her,” Rahal said. “Then,
you start looking around,
and what else is there?

“I think any good driver, if they have talent, they
come to grips very quickly with whatever they’re
about to get into,” he added. “I felt with enough test-
ing and the right sort of continuing tutelage of her
that she could be successful this year in this catego-

The boss has tried hard not to put too much pres-
sure on Patrick.

“I told her the other day, ‘I could care less where
you finish this weekend. What I care about is that
you finish.”

“The biggest thing for her is to get as much experi-
ence as quickly as possible,” he said. “That’s only

&k 7 am on a one-way track
to victory. Whether it
takes one week or one
year, I don’t care. I'm

Just going to focus and
know that I'm here
because I'm good
and that experience
takes time.9¥

going to come from running the whole races, under-
standing how the car changes, understanding the
ebb and the flow of the race itself. This race is mini-
mally twice as long as any race she’s ever driven.”

Unfortunately, the 200-lap opener last Sunday at
Homestead-Miami Speedway was about 42 laps too
long for Patrick, who was running in 10th place and
looking more and more comfortable as the day wore
on before becoming an innocent victim in a frighten-
ing eight-car crash on lap

She came away with a concussion but is expected
to be ready for the next race, March 19 at Phoenix
International Raceway.

The slim woman Wlth long black hair may look
more like an aspiring gym-
nast than a race car driver,
but the confidence she has
built in a career that began
in karting at the age of 6 is
unwavering.

“I am confident, I really
am,” Patrick said. “The
guys on the team say, ‘You
deserve to be here. You've
worked a long time and
you've worked hard.” Bob-
by’s like, T'm not putting
you out there because
you're a charity case. You
deserve it

“After somebody tells
you that so many times,
you've got to believe them.
As much as sometimes we
doubt or get frustrated with
ourselves, you've got to think, ‘I'm here because peo-
ple think I can go out there and win races.’ I fully be-
lieve them. There’s nothing I don’t think I could do.”

Patrick’s main goal now is to become the first
woman to win an IndyCar race.

“I am on a one-way track to victory,” she said.
“Whether it takes one week or one year, I don’t care.
T'm just going to focus and know that I'm here be-
cause I'm good and that experience takes time.”

Patrick, who is engaged to a physical therapist
and plans to be married in November, isn’t only a
race car driver, though. She enjoys cooking, yoga
and “a lot of girl stuff.”

Danica Patrick

Cup rookie Busch
ingnoring pressure

BY MIKE HARRIS
The Associated Press

Kyle Busch has a lot to prove —
to himself.

He gets a little embarrassed
when reminded that his older
brother, reigning NASCAR Nex-
tel Cup champion Kurt Busch,
gives him credit as the better driv-
er of the two.

“It’s definitely cool that a Nex-
tel Cup champion tells you that or
says that to the media, but I just
have to go out and prove it,” said
the 19-year-old, who will race in
Sunday’s UAW-DaimlerChrysler
400 at Las Vegas Motor Speed-
way, his hometown track.

The teenager won his first Cup
pole two weeks ago in California
— becoming the youngest to do
that. But Busch has yet to show
the kind of racing prowess in
NASCAR’s top series that brother
Kurt demonstrated and has fore-
cast for his younger sibling.

In six Cup races last year, Kyle
managed no finish higher than
24th. His two starts so far in his of-
ficial rookie season have pro-
duced finishes of 38th at Daytona
and 23rd in California.

Nobody should get too down on
the kid, though. He’s definitely
got the makmgs of a very big star.

In 2001 — his junior year in
high school — the Vegas native
drove in six NASCAR Craftsman
Truck Series races for Roush Rac-
ing and had a pair of top 10 finish-

es.

He was sidelined briefly — and
Hendrick Motorsports subse-
quently took advantage of a con-
tract glitch to steal him away
from Roush — when NASCAR
made a rule limiting participation
to drivers at least 18. But Kyle's
ascent was slowed only momen-
tarily.

He finished eighth in the Ameri-
can Speed Association in 2002,
then won two ARCA stock car
races and made seven Busch Se-
ries starts for Hendrick in 2003,
showing his promise by finishing
second in his debut at Charlotte.

Last year, the younger Busch fi-
nally got the chance to run a full
NASCAR season and took full ad-
vantage, winning five races and
finishing as the Busch Series run-
ner-up to Martin Truex Jr.

Now, he is a full-time Cup driv-
er, taking over the Chevrolet va-
cated by two-time series champi-

on Terry Labonte, who has
backed off to a limited schedule

this year.
“T think he’s going to do well,”
Labonte said. “He was a little ner-

vous about it because the Cup
races he ran last year didn’t go as
well as his Busch deal was going.

“I told him that this is a whole
different deal. You're going to be
with a real team, a legitimate
team. Last year, he ran with a
group that was just kind of put to-
gether and had no chemistry.”

Kurt Busch rose through the
ranks nearly as quickly as his
younger brother, arriving in Cup
racing in 2001 at the age of 22
after winning the NASCAR South-
west Tour title in 1999 and finish-
ing second for Roush Racing in
Craftsman Trucks the next year.

The elder brother finished 27th
with no wins and three top-five
finishes as a Cup rookie before es-
tablishing himself as a rising star
the next season with four wins
and a third-place finish.

Kyle knows he has big foot-
steps to follow.

“The reason I'm here, obvious-
ly, is because of my brother,” the
younger Busch said. “He opened
alot of doors for me.

“There’s probably doubt in ev-
erybody’s mind that 1 belong
here,” he added. “But, in my own
mind, I believe I belong here. I've
worked my whole life to get here
even though it's only been 19
years.”

His slow start hasn’t been easy
to take for a driver accustomed to
quick success.

“Im pretty much my own
worse critic, which is kind of bad
to be,” Kyle said. “Still, I look for-
ward to going out there and fac-
ing the challenges that arise and
working with my new crew chief.
It’s going to take some time to de-
velop the chemistry there.”

At an age when a lot of guys are
attending college and trying to fig-
ure out where they are headed in
life, Kyle Busch is pretty sure he
is where he’s supposed to be.

“T hung out with the smart kids
in high school so I could learn as
quick as I could and get out of
school,” he said. “They’re proba-
bly off being computer wizards or
something like that now.

“I always got made fun of in
school because I was racing and I
really didn’t have a future ahead
of me,” he added. “I guess I kind
of proved them wrong.”

Kyle Busch, above, is under a lot of pressure as the brother of Nextel
Cup champ Kurt Busch, but he's already won a pole this season.
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Maryland’s bubble bursts early in ACC

(Clemson sweeps Terps; Virginia rallies to hold off Miami

BY JOSEPH WHITE
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The NCAA bubble
probably burst for Maryland and Miami.
Pete Gillen's job security bubble remained
intact — at least for another day.

Gillen’s Virginia Cavaliers provided the
biggest surprise in Thursday’s first round
of the Atlantic Coast Conference tourna-
ment, a come-from-behind 66-65 victory
over Miami that had the embattled coach
doing a little jig after a final three-pointer
from the Hurricanes missed the mark at
the final buzzer.

“I'm an emotional guy,” Gillen said. “I
cry when supermarkets open. The season’s
over if he makes the shot. We're excited to
win. I'm happy for the players. They
showed courage and confidence. We play
them tomorrow, they probably beat us.”

In other first-round games, Clemson de-
feated Maryland 84-72, and North Carolina
State beat Florida State 70-54. Virginia
plays Duke, Clemson faces North Carolina,
N.C. State meets Wake Forest, and Virgin-
ia Tech plays Georgia Tech in Friday’s
quarterfinals.

The Cavaliers owed their victory to soph-
omore guard J.R. Reynolds, who scored a
career-high 32 points and got virtually no
support from his teammates until a 9-4
game-closing run.

“Once I saw my teammates were strug-
gling, T knew I had to step up and try to
‘make some big shots,” said Reynolds, who

shot 10-for-14 from the field, m(_ludmg
5-for-7 from three-point range. “I was
trying to force anything. I was just lrymg to
play within myseif and do the things I'm ca-
pable of doing.”

Despite the win, the Cavaliers will face
third-seeded Duke with Gillen’s future still
far from settled. Virginia (14-14) is seeded
last in the tournament, the result of a
five-game losing streak to end the regular
season. The Cavaliers are 4-13 since being
ranked in the Top 25 in late December and
are in danger of their first losing season
since Gillen’s first year in 1998-99.

Guillermo Diaz scored with 20 points,
his 26th consecutive double-digit game, to
lead Miami (16-12), but he made just S of
15 shots. The Hurricanes shot 31 percent
from the field and made just one field goal
in the game’s final 10 minutes.

Miami, picked to finish last in the confer-
ence in the preseason poll, entered its first
ACC tournament as the No. 6 seed in Frank
Haith’s first season as a head coach, but
the loss probably ends any hope of receiv-
ing an at-large bid in the NCAA tourna-
ment. The Hurricanes have lost five of
their last six.

“We missed a lot of shots around the
hoop,” Haith said. “We just didn’t shoot the
ball well. Virginia changed defenses, a lot
of zone and man-to-man, but I thought we
missed a lot of wide open shols too. I
thought we rushed some shot:

In the first game of the mumamenl,
ninth-seeded Clemson (16-14) ended the

reign of the defending ACC champions
with a surprisingly easy victory. It marked
the first time in school history that the Ti-
gers beat Maryland (16-12) three times in
the same season.

Shawan Robinson made six three-point-
ers and scored 24 points for Clemson,
which had lost four straight ACC tourna-
ment games since 2001. The Tigers never
trailed in the second half.

The loss dealt a serious blow to the
cight-seeded Terrapins’ bid to reach the
NCAA tournament for the 12th straight sea-
son. Maryland has lost four straight and
five of six, the lone win in that stretch a dou-
ble-overtime escape against last-place Vir-

“The last 11 years we've gone. I'd like to
g0 12 straight, but that’s entirely up to the
selection committee,” coach Gary Will-
iams said. “Whatever we are, we are. What-
ever happens, that's fine.”

If the Terrapins end up in the NIT, they
can only blame themselves. Maryland shot
35 percent, missed 10 free throws and com-
mitted 23 turnovers.

Chris McCray led the Terrapins with 24
points and Nik Caner-Medley had 14 on
5-for-17 shooting. John Gilchrist, a star in
the ACC tournament last year, missed six
of seven shots and scored just four points.
He played only two minutes in the second
half because of a sore ankle.

Seventh-seeded N.C. State (18-12) set up
a revenge match with Wake Forest by
cruising past 10th-seeded Florida State
(12-19).

CHARLOTTE OBSERVER/KRT

Maryland’s Sterling Ledbetter (12) swipes
at the ball while defending Clemon’s Shar-
rod Ford (5) in the first round of the ACC
Tournament on Thursda in Washington, D.C.

When the teams met last Sunday, Wake
Forest's Chris Paul drove the length of the
court to score the game-winner.

Earlier in that game, Paul punched N.C.
State’s Julius Hodge in the groin, leading
to a one-game suspension for Paul, who
will not suit up Friday.

The Seminoles scored only 19 points in
the first half and made a late run before
falling.

Hack-a-Shaq strategy fails
for struggling Timberwolves

The Associated Press

MIAMI — When Minnesota
went to the Hack-a-Shaq tech-

1:56 into the game when he ar-
gued after officials Scott Foster
and Michael Henderson differed
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nique in the fourth quarter, Shag-
uille O'Neal turned toward Tim-
berwolves coach Kevin McHale
and shouted, “It don’t work.”

Itdidn’t. And these days, every-
Lhmg is working for the Miami

Heat.

O'Neal had 33 points, 13 re-
bounds, shot 10-for-18 from the
field and 13-for-18 from the foul
line to lift the Miami Heat to their
seventh straight victory, 107-90
Thursday night over the Timber-
wolves.

He was 5-for-6 from the line dur-

Miami (47-16) has 19 regular-sea-
son games remaining.

Kevin Garnett had 22 points
and 19 rebounds for Minnesota,
which lost for the first time in
four games. The Timberwolves
were 7-1 in their last eight games
against Miami and led by eight
points with 2:21 left in the third
quarter, but shot just 31.8 percent
the rest of the way.

“I'm trying to win a game,” said
McHale, when asked about the
Hack-a-Shaq. “I could care less.

fouls and had 12 points during a
game-ending 41-16 Miami run.

“Historically, I've shot 50 per-
cent, so that’s miss one and make
one,” said O'Neal, a 46.9-percent
foul shooter this season. “The
more attempts I get, it's like more
practice. ... 'm not going to miss
them all.”

Miami, which had the league’s
lowest free-throw percentage
(.674) coming into the game, was
33-for-41 from the line, compared
with an 11-for-15 effort by the
Timberwolves.

Dwyane Wade added 20 points
for Miami, which won its 11th
straight at home and expanded its
lead in the Eastern Conference to
eight games over idle Detroit.

That's that Shaq will
have to deal with as long as he’s in
the league. We’ll do whatever we
have to do to win a game.”

Troy Hudson added 20 points
for Minnesota, which fell to 10th
in the Western Conference — but
Jjust one game behind Denver for
the final playoff spot.

“It’s going to take a heck of an
effort every night to get that
eighth spot,” Garnett said.

Eddie Jones had 15 points and
Udonis Haslem 11 for Miami.

Trenton Hassell had 16 points
and Wally Szczerbiak 10 for Min-
nesota.

Miami was hit twice with tech-
nicals for arguing calls; coach
Stan Van Gundy drew the first,

on a foul call and ultimately sided
with the Timberwolves.

‘When Wade waved his arms an-
grily toward Foster after a
third-quarter non-call, he drew
the second ‘T’ — which seemed to
energize the second-year guard.
He’d been held to nine points at
the time, but on Miami’s next pos-
session, Wade drove the lane and
dunked over Garnett for a 61-59
Miami lead.

“One of the top 100 dunks of all
time,” O’Neal said.

Lakers 100, Mavericks 95:
Kobe Bryant scored 36 points and
made two huge plays on each end
of the court in the last 1:20, giving
Los Angeles a nice start to a long
road trip.

Bryant, who also had nine re-
bounds, grabbed one of them
after Dallas missed two potential
go-ahead shots with just over a
minute left. He took it all the way
for a layup that put the Lakers up
by three points, then came back
and stripped Dirk Nowitzki from
behind on a jump shot.

Bryant scooped up the loose
ball and fed Jumaine Jones for a
layup, but he missed and Bryant
wound up putting it back in for a
98-93 lead with 58 seconds left.

NowitzKi, who scored 25 points
but shot just 6-for-19, missed a
three-pointer with 11 seconds left
that would have tied it at 98.
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Buffs’ hot second-half s

The Associated Press

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Whatever hap-
pens from here, Colorado can at least
claim a bit of Big 12 tournament history.

Until Thursday night, a No. 11 seed had
never won an opening-round game since
the Big 12 opened play in the 1996-97 sea-
son. That all changed, though, when the
Buffaloes overcame horrible first-half
shooting performance to upset Texas
81-69.

“We just felt that we were better than
our record indicated,” said freshman Rich-
ard Roby, who led Colorado (14-15) with
17 points and 10 rebounds. “We felt we

could win. We didn't
want our season to end
today.”

The Buffaloes shot just
13-for-36 in the first half
but were 14-for-27 after

i

the break.

The sixth-seeded Longhorns (20-10)
struggled with their shots throughout, mak-
ing just 36 percent of their field goals for
the game (20 of 58).

“We have to play smarter,” said Daniel
Gibson, the Big 12 freshman of the year,
who was 2-for-6 from three-point range
and finished with 11 points. “We were
shooting threes when we knew they
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ooting burns Longhorns

couldn’t handle the big guys inside.”

The Longhorns, who were nine of 35
from three-point range, led 49-46 with just
over 13 minutes left before the Buffaloes
went on a 15-1 run.

Texas pulled within 65-60 on Kenton
Paulino’s three-pointer with 7:20 remain-
ing, but the Buffaloes responded with
seven straight points to go up 72-60 with

just over 4/ minutes left.

In other Big 12 games Thursday:

lowa St. 77, Baylor 57: Rahshon Clark
scored a career-high 20 points and Jared
Homan added 17 for the fifth-seeded Cy-
clones (18-10), who led 17-0 and won for

the 10th time in 12 games.

After falling behind by 20 in the opening
minutes, the Bears (9-19) never got closer
than 12 points.

Kansas St. 68, Texas A&M 62: Jeremi-
ah Massey scored six of his 18 points in a
decisive 14-4 second-half run that pro-
pelled the Wildcats (17-11) to their first
tournament win since 2002.

Antoine Wright had 28 points for the Ag-
gies (19-9), winless in the tournament
since the inception of the Big 12.

Missouri 70, Nebraska 67: Linas Klei-
za scored 26 points as the Tigers (16-15) de-
feated the Cornhuskers (14-14) for the
third time this season.
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Air Force upset in MWC

The Associated Press

DENVER — Brandon Heath
scored 28 points and Marcus
Slaughter added 24, helping San
Diego State knock off No. 3 seed
Air Force 73-68 Thursday night
in the first round of the Mountain
West Conference tournament.

San Diego State (11-17) led by
13 in the second half before Air
Force (18-12) used defensive pres-
sure defense and timely outside
shots to cut into its deficit.

The Falcons trailed 65-62 after
Matt McCraw’s three-pointer
with 58 seconds left and got a
break when the Aztecs’ Matt Tho-
mas missed two free throws. But
Air Force couldn’t get the re-
bound and Jacob Burtschi was as-
sessed a technical foul for argu-
ing a call. San Diego State then
made four free throws to secure
its second first-round tournament
victory in six years.

The Falcons, who reached the
NCAA tournament last year for
the first time since 1962, lost their
13th i

Conference tourneys

Chris Stephens scored 17 points
and Nick DeWitz added 15 points
to help the fifth-seeded Beavers
(17-13) win for the first time this
season away from home. The
fourth-seeded  Bruins  (18-10)
were led by Dijon Thompson's 18
points.

Stanford 60, Washington St.
58: Rob Little scored his second
basket of the game with 17 sec-
onds to break a tie and help No. 3
seed Stanford (18-11) beat the
Cougars (12-16) for the firs time
this season.

Southeastern

Auburn 77, Vanderbilt 73: At
Atlanta, Toney Douglas scored 23
points as the Tigers (14-16) held
on to beat the Commodores
(18-13) despite losing nearly all of
a 21-point second-half lead.

65, Arkansas 46:

game.
Antoine Hood had 17 points for
Air Force, which committed 15
turnovers.
In other MWC tournament
games Thursday:

New Mexico 85, BYU 71: Led
by 23 points from Danny Granger
and a career-high 12 assists from
Mark Walters, the Lobos (24-6)
beefed up their résume against
overmatched BYU (9-21).

UNLV 70, Wyoming 63: Micha-
el Umeh scored 20 of his 21
points in the first half and Ricky
Morgan hit 14 straight free
throws in the final five minutes to
lift the Rebels (16-12) over the
Cowboys (15-13).

No. 15 Utah 62, Colorado St.
49: Andrew Bogut had 21 points
and 17 rebounds as the Utes
(26-4) cruised past the Rams
11-17).

Pac-10

No. 14 Washington 95, Arizo-
na State 90 (OT): At Los Angeles,
Nate Robinson scored six of his
29 points in overtime to boost the
second-seeded Huskies (25-5).
Pac-10 player of the year Ike
Diogu had 21 points, 13 rebounds
and a tournament-record five
blocks for Arizona State (18-13).

Oregon St. 79, UCLA 72:

Scoot scored 22
pomls and the Volunteers (14-16)
took control in the first half with a
21-2 run. The Razorbacks (18-12)
trailed by 10 at halftime and
never threatened to make it close.

Mississippi St. 76, Georgia
65: Shane Power scored 15
points and the Bulldogs (22-9) par-
layed a 25-9 second-half run into
a victory over Georgia (8-20).

Mississippi 53, South Carolina
52: Tommie Eddie scored 17
points and the Rebels (14-16) won
after officials overturned a tying
three-pointer by the Gamecocks
(15-13), determining via replay
that Tre Kelly had his foot on the
three-point line when he made
the final basket of the game.

Atlantic 10

Temple 61, Dayton 51: At Cin-
cinnati, Despite coach John
Chaney’s suspension, the Owls
(16-12) used intimidating defense
to thwart the Flyers, who shot
34.5 percent from the field and
‘went more than 11 minutes with-
out scoring in the first half.

Saint Joseph’s 63, Richmond
51: Dave Mallon scored a ca-
reer-high 17 points and confer-
ence co-player of the year Pat Car-
roll added 16 points for the
top-seeded Hawks (18-10).

George  Washington 79,

Fordham 63: Pops Men-
sah-Bonsu scored 21 points and
Mike Hall added 18 as the Coloni-
als (20-7) beat the Rams (13-16)
for the sixth consecutive time.
Xavier 83, La Salle 70: Stanley
Burrell and Justin Cage had 16
points apiece for the Musketeers
(17-11) against La Salle (10-19).

Western Athletic Conf.

Boise St. 73, No. 24 Nevada
72: At Reno, Nev.,, Jermaine
Blackburn scored on a rebound
off a missed free throw with 1.8
seconds left as the eight-seeded
Broncos (15-17) snapped Neva-
da’s 10-game winning streak.

Nick Fazekas scored 16 of his
18 points in the second half for
top-seeded Wolf Pack (24-6).

Fresno St. 84, Louisiana Tech
81 (OT): Ja'Vance Coleman
scored seven of his 24 points in
overtime to lift the fourth-seeded
Bulldogs (16-13) over fifth-seed-
ed Louisiana Tech (14-15).

Rice 63, SMU 47: Michael
Harris scored 25 points and J.R.
Harrison added 11 for the
third-seeded Owls (19-10). SMU
is 14-14.

UTEP 80, Hawaii 62: Omar Th-
omas scored 21 points and Filiber-
to Rivera added 19 to help UTEP
(25-7) roll past seventh-seeded
Hawaii (16-13).

Mid-American

Miami (Ohio) 85, Bowling
Green 65: At Cleveland, Danny
Horace scored a career-high 28
points, Chet Mason added 21 and
top-seeded Miami of Ohio (19-9)
avenged last week’s loss to the
eighth-seeded Falcons (18-11).

Ohio 62, Kent State 55: Con-
ference freshmanof the year
Leon Williams scored 14 points
and added 16 rebounds to lead
the  fourth-seeded  Bobcats
(19-10) over fifth-seeded Golden
Flashes (20-12).

Buffalo 85, Toledo 72: Calvin
Cage scored 23 points to help the
seventh-seeded  Bulls  (21-8)
avenge a loss to the Rockets
(16-13) in last year’s quarterfi-
nals.

W. Michigan 66, Akron 60
(OT): Ben Reed scored 24 points
and the third-seeded Broncos
(19-11) scored all eight points on
free throws in overtime to elimi-
nate the defending tournament
champion Zips (19-10).
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Big East beast?

Surprising West Virginia knocks off top seed;
No. 19 Villanova next in line for Mountaineers

BY DENNIS WASZAK JR.
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — With chants of “ACC!
ACC!” and “Over-rated,” the Big East tourna-
ment crowd sarcastically wished Boston Col-
lege a not-so-fond farewell.

The top-seeded Eagles, who are moving to
the Atlantic Coast Conference next season,
couldn’t overcome a 25-point deficit and
dropped a 78-72 decision to upstart West Vir-
ginia in the quarterfinals Thursday.

“I think people are down after losing this
game right here,” Eagles forward Jared Dud-
ley said. “High hopes, high expectations for us
to come in this tournament, make it to the
championship game and win it. So, you know,
with this loss, it's a setback.

“But that’s all it is. We’re going to bounce
back.”

The seventh-ranked Eagles (24-4) better
hope so — and fast. They shared the regu-
lar-season title with Connecticut, but sput-
tered through their last eight games, going
just 4-4.

“Guys have to take a little pride in them-
selves and with their team and go out and
work harder,” Boston College coach Al Skin-
ner said. “It’s just that simple. Our prepara-
tion, our focus has got to be there. Right now,
it's lacking.”

The same couldn’t be said of West Virginia
(20-9), which very likely wrapped up at least
an NCAA tournament at-large bid by impress-
mg the selection committee with the surpris-
ing victory over the Big East’s top seed.

“Obviously, 'm biased, but they will choose
the right teams and there’s no doubt in our
minds that we’re one of the right teams,” West
Virginia coach John Beilein said.

Mike Gansey scored 21 points and Kevin
Pittsnogle added 17 for the eight-seeded
Mountaineers.

“It’s a great feeling to come in here, play
against a good team and prove that we're a
good team,” Pittsnogle said. “We’re having a
lot of fun.”

Making the win even more impressive for
the Mountaineers was that they did it without

top scorer Tyrone Sally, who missed the game
with a stomach ailment.

Craig Smith scored 20 points and grabbed
eight rebounds for Boston College.

Gansey’s three-point play 19 seconds into
the second half gave West Virginia a 47-22
lead. Boston College went on runs of 10-0 and
11-5 and pulled to 62-58 with 4:41 left before
the Mountaineers regained control.

No. 19 Villanova 67, No. 22 Pittshurgh
58: Randy Foye scored 23 points and Villano-
va (22-6) won its eighth straight, advancing to
the semifinals for the second straight year.

“We played great team defense,” Villanova
coach Jay Wright said. “We knew Pittsburgh
would be tough and they were. This was an
old-school Big East game, a bloodbath.”

The loss ended a four-year run of champion-
ship game appearances for Pittsburgh (20-8).
No. 12 Connecticut 66, Georgetown 62:
Freshman Rudy Gay had 17 points for Con-
necticut, which hung on despite getting only

one basket in the final five minutes.

The second-seeded and 12th-ranked Hus-
kies (22-6) have been in the last three champi-
onship games, winning the title in 2002 and
2004, and have reached the semifinals seven
of the last eight years.

The Huskies had to sweat this one out as
they won their seventh straight and 10th of 11.

“I think we played one of our poorer games
and a lot of that was caused by Georgetown,”
Huskies coach Jim Calhoun said.

Ashanti Cook had 17 points for the Hoyas
17-12).

No. 16 Syracuse 81, Rutgers 57: Gerry
McNamara scored 25 points and Hakim War-
rick added 23 points and 13 rebounds to lead
third-seeded and 16th-ranked Syracuse (25-6)
into the semifinals against Connecticut. The
Huskies swept the Orange this season, includ-
ing an 88-70 victory last Saturday to wrap up
the regular season.

“They got us the last two games, so we defi-
nitely know what to expect,” Warrick said of
Connecticut.

Quincy Douby had 14 points to lead Rutgers
(10-19), which was trying to reach the semifi.
nals for just the second time in school history.
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Hakim Warrick soars for a dunk in Syracuse’s
81-57 romp over Rutgers on Thursday night.

Big Ten salutes Keady as his Boilermakers fall

BY NANCY ARMOUR
The Associated Press

CHICAGO — Maybe if the sea-
son hadn’t been so dismal, the
losses so frequent, Gene Keady
would have felt differently as he
walked off the court for the last
time.

Instead, there was almost a
sense of relief as he left to one
more standing ovation. He spent
25 years stalking the sidelines at
Purdue, scowling and looking as
if he was having a miserable
time, and he loved every bit of it.

It's time for something else
now.

“It’s kind of pleasant,” he said
Thursday after his career ended
with Purdue’s 71-52 loss to Towa
in the Big Ten tournament.

“I'm going to do what my wife
has always wanted me to do: Stay
home and do some work.”

In other games on the tourna-
ment’s opening day, Northwest-
ern (15-15) held off Michigan
58-56 to earn a second-round
berth opposite top-ranked Illinois

(29-1); and Ohio State (20-11) ral-
lied past scrappy Penn State
72-69 and will now face No. 23
Wisconsin (20-7).

Thanks to its victory over Pur-
due, Iowa (20-10) advanced to
face No. 13 Michigan State (22-5).

The 68-year-old Keady said
last spring that he would return to
Purdue for one last season. He
helped pick his successor, Matt
Painter, and hoped that would
smooth the transition.

But nothing went smoothly at
Purdue this year. Already down
from several weak recruiting
classes, the Boilermakers were
hit hard by the injury bug. Lead-
ing scorer and rebounder Carl
Landry blew out his knee and
David Teague, second in scoring,
was limited by a broken hand.

Purdue finished 7-21, only the
third time Keady has had a losing
record at the school. The Boiler-
makers didn’t win a game away
from Mackey Arena after Dec.
18. Purdue was just 3-13 in Big
Ten play, the worst showing of
Keady'’s career.

“If we'd been winning and had
a great year, and everything was
going like it was supposed to, it
might have been different, but
not when you get beat,” Keady
said when asked if he was sad
about leaving. “I just don’t like
the way things go. It's kind of like
a mercy killing. ‘Pull the plug,
boys, and let’s get out of here.’ It's
no fun.”

His last game was no different.
Purdue was out of it almost from
the start, done in by the
Hawkeyes’ barrage of three-point-
ers. Less than six minutes into the
game, the Boilermakers were
down 12-2 and could not recover.

Keady looked as if he was in
physical pain as he sat on the
bench, squirming in his seat,
scowling at errant passes, winc-
ing at bad shots. He ran his hands
up to that infamous combover
countless times, and leaned back,
exhaling in disgust.

“I just feel for him that his last
year had to end the way it did,”
said Towa coach Steve Alford,
who played against Keady when
he was at Indiana. “I hope whatev-

er it is, it's his wishes and it's
what he wants to do. I know he
can walk away right now and feel
very sausﬁed he’s had a phenome-
nal career.”

Keady leaves with a career
record of 550-289 that includes
six Big Ten titles and 17 NCAA
tournament appearances. In a
time when coaches come and go
more quickly than players, he’s a
special breed: a coach with stay-
ing power. Syracuse’s Jim Boe-
heim and Sacred Heart’s Dave
Bike are the only active Division I
coaches to have stayed longer at
one school. Mike Krzyzewski is in
his 25th season at Duke.

He’s also the last of the Big
Ten's old guard, coaches who
spent decades at one school and
built intense rivalries in the pro-
cess: Jud Heathcote at Michigan
State, u Henson at Illinois,
Tom Davis at Towa and, of course,
the biggest rival of all, Bob
Knight at Indiana.

“He has great ethics, great
character, great mtegnty,” Al-
ford said. “He has done so much
for our game at every level that
he is going to be missed.”

Louisville
and upsets
highlight
C-USA play

The Associated Press

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — Larry O'B-
annon scored 18 points to lead
five Louisville players in double
figures, and the sixth-ranked Car-
dinals beat TCU 85-61 in the quar-
terfinals of the Conference USA
tournament.

The top-seeded Cardinals
(27-4) led throughout in winning
their seventh straight game and
16th in the last 17.

TCU (19-13) stayed close for
the first 11 minutes before Louis-
ville blew out the Horned Frogs,
as happened in four of the previ-
ous five meetings.

Francisco Garcia had 15 points
for Louisville, Taquan Dean fin-
ished with 12 and Otis George
added 11. Ellis Myles had 10
points, 10 rebounds and 10 as-
sists.

South Florida 80, No. 21 Cin-
cinnati 68: Terrence Leather
scored 16 of his 21 points in the
second half to lead South Flori-
da’s upset of the Bearcats.

The 11th-seeded Bulls (14-15)
have won three straight and
reached the tournament semifi-
nals for the first time in their last
season as a member. The Bulls
will be playing in the Big East
next season, along with Louisville
and Cincinnati (24-7).

Brian Swift added 16 points for
the Bulls, James Holmes and Mar-
Iyn Bryant each had 14.

Jason Maxiell led Cincinnati
with 21 points, Eric Hicks added
18 and James White had 10.

The Bearcats had won 14
straight over South Florida.

Memphis 83, No. 25 Charlotte
69: Rodney Carney scored 20
points as Memphis (18-14) contin-
ued its run through the confer-
ence tournament. Mempbhis, seed-
ed seventh, won for the second
straight night after a season-end-
ing four-game skid. St. Louis,
Memphis’ first victim in the tour-
nament was one of the losses dur-
ing that stretch, and Charlotte
was another.

Memphis used strong rebound-
ing and benefited from 35 per-
cent by second-seeded Charlotte
(21-7). Memphis outrebounded
the 49ers 45-33, including 22 of-
fensive rebounds that led to 28
second-chance points.

Curtis Withers led the 49ers
with 32 points, while C-USA play-
er of the year Eddie Basden
scored 13.

Ala.-Birmingham 59, DePaul
56: Demario Eddins hit a
three-pointer from the left corner
with 0.8 seconds left, rallying Ala-
bama-Birmingham (21-9) into the
second round.

Eddins’ three-pointer from the
top of the key had given the Blaz-
ers their first lead of the game at
56-55 with 1:28 remaining. He fin-
ished with 11 as did Donell Tay-
lor. Marvett McDonald and
Marques Lewis had 10 each for
the fourth-seeded Blazers.

Quemont Greer led No. 5 seed
DePaul (19-10) with 17 points
and nine rebounds.
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Looking out for No.

Arizona chasing
one of top seeds in
NCAA tournament

BY BETH HARRIS
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Arizona practically owns
the Pac-10 tournament. This year, the No. 8
Wildcats want more than a trophy.

They're hopeful that a good showing will
help them land a No. 1 seed in the NCAA tour-
nament. Coach Lute Olson figures Illinois,
Wake Forest and North Carolina have locked
up the other top seeds, leaving the last one up
for grabs.

“We want to get that No. 1 seed,” Salim
Stoudamire said after the Wildcats routed Cal-
ifornia 88-63 in Thursday’s opening game of
the conference tournament at Staples Center.

Arizona advanced to the semifinals for the
sixth time in the event’s eight-year history.
The Wildcats have won a record four titles
and their 14-3 tournament record is the best.

Friday’s Pac-10 semifinals pair Arizona
(26-5) and fifth-seeded Oregon State (17-13),
while second-seeded Washington (25-5) takes
on third-seeded Stanford (18-11).

Channing Frye scored 22 points on
10-for-11 shooting in Arizona’s victory over
Cal. The Wildcats shot 58 percent, sec-
ond-highest of the season, while limiting the
Golden Bears to 39 percent from the floor.

Arizona’s 25-point winning margin was sec-
ond-largest in tournament history, one point
shy of the school’s 93-67 victory over Oregon
State in the 1988 title game.

“We made it difficult for Cal to score,”
Olson said. “We did a good job of getting good
looks and knocking shots down.”

Frye led four Wildcats in double figures,
but Stoudamire wasn’t one of them. He took
just six shots, his fewest in two months, and
his seven points was just the second time he
didn’t score double figures in his last 18
games.

Arizona built a 30-point lead in the second
half, allowing Olson to rest his starters, who
averaged 23.4 minutes. The bench logged 83
‘minutes, scoring 30 points and grabbing 13 re-
bounds.

The eighth-seeded Golden Bears (13-16)
ended the season with seven losses in their
final eight games. Cal has lost in the tourna-
ment’s first round five times, including last

“Everyone is disappointed the way we fin-
ished the season,” Cal’s Richard Midgely said.
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University of Arizona’s Channing Frye scored 22 points in the Wildcats’ 88-63 victory over Cali-
fornia in the Pac-10 tournament on Thursday in Los Angeles. Arizona shot 58 percent.
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